EAST TENNESSEE STATE UNIVERSITY 

GUIDELINES FOR SENIOR HONORS THESIS IN PSYCHOLOGY

The Senior Honor’s Thesis represents an in-depth, capstone experience designed to provide honors students with opportunities to develop a deeper knowledge of psychology, a closer intellectual interaction with faculty, and more complete preparation for their career goals.  The Senior Honor’s Thesis must use primary materials in the field of psychology. The thesis should represent a student’s most sustained research as an undergraduate.  It must be academically honest and in full compliance with ethical guidelines.  An approved Senior Honors Thesis that has been orally presented in public is required for graduation as Psychology Honors-In-Discipline student from East Tennessee State University. 

ENROLLMENT


Typically, the Senior Honors Thesis is a project which begins the second semester of the junior year and is completed in the first semester of the senior year. The student should enroll for three hours credit (PSYC 4018) during each of the two semesters during which thesis work is performed. The proposal for the thesis project is due by the end of the first semester in which the student is enrolled in PSYC 4018. The completed thesis is due at the end of the second semester in which the student is enrolled in PSYC 4018. A student should plan to work a minimum of six to nine hours per week on the thesis project.  Throughout the project, each student should engage in careful planning, thorough research, thoughtful analysis, good writing, and enthusiastic work. 

THESIS CHAIR

A senior honors student should find a faculty member within the Department of Psychology who will agree to direct their honors thesis. It is advisable to seek out someone with research interests related to the proposed project. The thesis chair is responsible for guiding the student through the proposal and thesis.  


THESIS PROPOSAL


During the first semester in which a student is enrolled in PSYC 4018 the student should prepare a research proposal including the research problem, literature support for the project, methodology and references. If human subjects are to be used, preliminary submission materials for the IRB should be developed as well. If experimental animals are to be used, appropriate materials should be developed for approval of animal research. 

THESIS FORMAT


The thesis should be considered a manuscript that may be submitted for publication in a scholarly journal.  It must follow the research guidelines established by the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (5th ed.) [APA Style].  The final copies must be permanently bound, but they may have a soft cover and/or spiral binding if the student chooses.  Most students have binding done at a photocopying business and have four copies made:  a required copy to be submitted to the Psychology Honors-In-Discipline Coordinator, a required copy to be submitted to the University Honors Program, a copy to keep, and a copy to be given to the thesis professor as a courtesy.


The thesis should represent the student’s individual research project involving data collection and analysis. A typical thesis will be 20-40 pages in length; however the emphasis should be on quality rather than quantity. The completed thesis should be presented orally in to a public audience and turned in by the end of the second semester in which the student is enrolled in PSYC 4018.
RECOMMENDED TIMETABLE

Thesis schedule for fall thesis completion

The following timetables establish guidelines. Although students only register for two semesters of thesis credit, some work may be done in semesters during which the student is not signed up for thesis hours. If the research will be complicated or potentially risky for human subjects, adjust dates earlier to accommodate additional time for IRB approval.
	Junior Year
	

	Fall
	Identify thesis chair and thesis idea. Register to take 3 hours thesis credit in the spring.

	March or April
	Register for PSYC 4018 for fall semester

	April 15 or earlier
	Turn in thesis proposal

	Senior Year
	

	September 30 or earlier
	Begin data collection (earlier is better)

	October 30
	Present the first draft of the thesis to the thesis professor for review.

	November 15
	Present the second draft of the thesis to the thesis professor 

	November 15
	In conjunction with the Psychology Honors-In-Discipline Honors Coordinator, set a date for a thesis presentation to be completed before December 15. 

	December 15
	Submit two bound copies of the completed thesis, signed by the thesis professor, to the Psychology Honors-In-Discipline coordinator (one for the Department of Psychology and one for Honors).  You also may want to give a copy to the thesis professor and keep one for yourself.  


Thesis schedule for spring thesis completion
	Junior Year
	

	Spring
	Identify thesis chair and thesis idea. Register to take 3 hours thesis credit in the spring.

	November
	Register for PSYC 4018 for fall semester

	November 30 or earlier
	Turn in thesis proposal

	Senior Year
	

	February 10 or earlier
	Begin data collection (earlier is better)

	March 20
	Present the first draft of the thesis to the thesis professor for review.

	April 5
	Present the second draft of the thesis to the thesis professor 

	April 15
	In conjunction with the Psychology Honors-In-Discipline Honors Coordinator, set a date for a thesis presentation to be completed before April 15 

	April 20
	Submit two bound copies of the completed thesis, signed by the thesis professor, to the Psychology Honors-In-Discipline coordinator (one for the Department of Psychology and one for Honors).  You also may want to give a copy to the thesis professor and keep one for yourself.  
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