East Tennessee State University Quality Improvement in Rural Healthcare Through the Quentin N. Burdick Grant for Rural Interdisciplinary Training Program
Introduction:
Quality of health care continues to be a major focus of Federal attention.  A steady series of reports written under the guidance of the Institute of Medicine has included a challenge to rural health systems and health professions education institutions. Among the recommendations, the rural report promotes improvements to the quality improvement support structures (Quality through Collaboration: the Future of Rural Health, 2004), and the health professions report calls for work in interdisciplinary teams and application of principles of quality improvement (Health Professions Education: A Bridge to Quality, 2003).
East Tennessee State University received a three year grant award in 2004, however, Congress did not fund the third year due to widespread budget reduction.  There was significant improvement made to the program in the second year and ETSU expected further improvements would occur in Year Three had the funding occurred. 

