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	[image: image1]Prerequisite(s): Permission of the instructor.

Corequisite(s): None.
	[image: image2]Current and potential applications of the computer to health care are discussed. These same applications are analyzed for their impact on the client, health care professional, and health care delivery system. Requires access to a computer with a browser that facilitates access to the World Wide Web and a university or private sector electronic mail account.
	

	
	Course Overview
	

	
	An introduction to health care informatics in which key concepts of data, information, and knowledge will be integrated. The evolving informatics role (s) of various providers in the health care industry will be examined. Related current and potential informatics' issues affecting ethics, society, education, professional career, patient/provider satisfaction, and cost of care will be analyzed. A technology assessment framework will be introduced and used in evaluation of technology and a similar model will be used to assess a health setting's (clinical, administrative, managed care) computer system. The course requires on-line and off-line interactions and communications in the form of site visits, electronic mail, Listservs, Internet, and various library data base searches. The role of data sets, standards, and disciplinary languages used in computer-assisted decision making will be examined. 

	

	Topics
	Course Outcomes

	[image: image3]Health care organizations and information; Clinical applications; Administrative applications; Electronic communications; Roles in informatics; Evaluation; Social and ethical issues in a computer culture.
	[image: image4]
  communicate effectively with health informatics and computer specialists; 

  explain the essential features and uses of databases, spreadsheets, and decision analyses software in the health care system; 

  use electronic mail, Listservs, and the Internet for professional communications and research; 

  analyze issues related to computerized health information systems; 

  use the computer as a tool for practice, education and research; 

  evaluate health technology using a technology assessment framework; 

  analyze appropriate, evolving role(s) in health care informatics; 

  synthesize ways in which an Internet culture will affect society; and 

  explain standards of practice and certification in multiple areas of health care informatics.


