 THE COLLEGE OF NURSING STUDENT ADVISORY COUNCIL

CONSTITUTION

“WORKING DOCUMENT”
Preamble

We, the student of the College of Nursing of East Tennessee State University, do hereby ordain and establish this Constitution for the promotion of student academic responsibility and welfare within the College of Nursing (hereinafter College).

Article I – Name

The name of this organization shall be the College of Nursing Student Advisory Council (hereinafter Council).

Article II – Purposes

The purposes of the Council will be to promote faculty-student relations, student government relations, faculty-council-relations, and College interaction to conduct elections of officers, establish roles of officers, and recommend standards and traditions.

The primary objectives of the Council shall be:

Section 1 -
Faculty-Student Relations

The Council shall function as a forum among students, Department Chairs, Faculty, Student Services, and the Office of the Dean of Nursing for the purpose of communication and action.  The council shall also seek to provide meaningful opportunities for interaction between students and faculty in the College.

Section 2 -
Faculty Council Relations

The Council shall maintain a liaison with Faculty Council in order to:

A. Be informed, participate in , and give representation to any Faculty Council programs that are applicable to the Council.

B. Obtain Faculty Council aid in completing projects that may go beyond the scope of the Council.

Section 3 -
Establish Standards and Traditions

The Council shall make recommendations regarding standards and traditions of the College on such issues as:

A. Graduation Recognition

B. Photographs

C. Reunions

Article III – Membership

Section 1 -
Eligibility Requirements

To be eligible for appointment/nomination to the Council, a student must be in the College and:

A. Be enrolled as an undergraduate in the nursing degree in full-time status.

B. Be in good standing according to University regulations.

C. Be a declared BSN major.

Section 2 -
Types of Membership

The voting members of the Council shall consist of the nominated and elected Presidents, Vice-presidents, and Secretary/Treasures of each class in the College.  Representatives from the Office of the Dean, Class Faculty Advisors, Student Services, and all other departments of the College shall serve as non-voting members.

Section 3 -
Term of Office


The term of office shall be held through graduation.

Section 4 -
Revocation of Membership

The Council shall retain the right to deprive any member of their seat for:

A. Absence of two (2) Council meetings per semester

B. 2/3 vote of Council members

C. Noncompliance with officer roles and duties, and for behavior deemed unbecoming a class officer.

Section 5 -
Absences

The procedure for filling absences on the Council is:

A. Prior to absence, the officer will submit a written proxy on subjects to be covered during the meeting to the residing Chair.

Article IV – Officers
Section 1 -
Class Officers

The officers of the class shall be the President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer.  

Section 2 -
Powers and Duties of Officers

The duties of the class officers are:

A. The President shall preside in the capacity to all meetings, shall appoint temporary committees or members to their duties as he or she deems necessary, and shall call special meetings at his/her discretion.  Other duties of the President include but not solely are:

1. Relay information to the students in his/her class

2. Represent the class at all meetings & vote reflectively

3. Assist other class officers

4. Hold class meetings as needed

5. Be a spokesperson for the class

6. Serve as a positive role model

B. The Vice-president shall perform the duties of the President in the absence of that officer, and shall perform such other duties as assigned by the President.

C. The Secretary shall keep an accurate record of the meetings and activities, take care of correspondence and provide minutes of the Council for their President.

D. The Treasurer shall produce class dues and the class budget and shall perform such other duties assigned by the President.

Section 3 - 
Election of Officers

A. Qualifications of Officers. Anyone interested in serving as a class officer who is in good academic standing.

B. Nominating Procedure.  Members are nominated for office position by students in their class by voice.  Elections will be conducted by Council representatives.

C. Election Procedure. A plurality vote (more than half) of the class is required.

D. Term of Office.  The term of office shall be until graduation.
E. Elections of officers for new classes will be conducted in the following manner:

1. One or more volunteers from the SAC will talk with the new BSN class.

2. The SAC members will speak to the new BSN class at their orientation, during the 5th week of classes, and during the 9th week of classes.  Then on the 10th week, they will go to the class to obtain nominations.

3. Each nominee will be allowed to represent himself/herself in one or more of the following ways:

a. by speaking on the day of nominations;

b. by placing a picture and/or comments on why he/she wants to be a class officer on the SAC bulletin board located on the 1st floor of Lamb Hall.

c. Or by placing flyers on the SAC bulletin board on the 1st floor of Lamb Hall.

4. The elections will be held on the 11th week of classes.  The volunteers from SAC will go to the class.  The election will be held by secret ballot.  The ballots will be put into a sealed envelope and taken to the Dean’s Office.  The Dean’s staff will then perform the official count.
Section 4 -
Procedure to Fill Vacancies of an Office


In the event that an office of a class representative should become vacant, the representative currently holding the office directly subordinate to such office shall assume the position and said title of said office.  All subsequent subordinate representatives will also ascend accordingly in office and title.  The remaining vacant office, being that of Treasurer, may or may not be filled based upon the discretion of the class.  If the class votes against filling the position, the duties and responsibilities of the office of Treasurer shall be added to that of the Secretary.  If the class votes in favor of filing the position, the election shall be held in accordance with Article IV, Section 3 of the Constitution of the College of Nursing Student Advisory Council.  

Section 5 - 
Impeachment Proceedings Against Officers

The class and Council has the right to deprive any officer of his/her powers by a fifty-one percent vote (51%) or a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote respectively.

Article V – Organizational Structure

Section 1 -
Duties of Executive Members

Executive members shall be the President, Vice-president, and the Secretary/Treasurer. The duties of the executive members shall be to regulate the Councils activities and to provide input as necessary.

Section 2 -
Other Committees

Other committees shall be appointed by the President and are responsible to the Council for their work.

Article VI – Rules of Procedure
Section 1 -
Attendance Policy

Council members are expected to attend Council meetings.  Members are allowed two (2) absences per semester.  A member absent more than two times a semester will be deprived of their seat on the Council.

Section 2 -
Frequency of Meetings

Regular meetings of the Council shall be held at least once a month.  The day and week of each month will be determined at the beginning of each semester and will be based on the availability of the majority of the Council members.  The time and place shall be determined by the President and the Faculty Advisor.

Section 3 -
Quorum



A simple majority of the voting Council shall constitute a quorum.

Article VII – Constitutional Amendments

Proposed amendments to this Constitution must be presented to the Council and approved by a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of the Council members.

The historical content of amendments is not reflected in the “Working Document.”  The Dean’s Office, College of Nursing, maintains a copy of the original Constitution denoting amendments.  10/7/02
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