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D2L8.3 Uodates

Overview

This workshop will cover the changes to the Desire2Learn beginning summerRe&@8ments to the
system will be covered and participants will learn how the new features with facility.

Objectives

Explore changes to the Welcome Widget

e Explore refinements to My Courses
e Discover new ways of adding content and viewing it
e Create ggradebook using the gradebook wizard

e Send messages using the D2L pager
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D2L8.3 has many exciting new features and refinements. Generally speaking, users experienced with
version 8.1 will be able to use the new version with ease. In most instances, the product looks slightly
different but acts the same. All of the familiar teare there, though they may look slightly different.
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we go through this handout that the theme of 8.3 is convenience and ease of use. The needeatu
make it easier to use while not sacrificing flexibility. Specifically, our workshop will focus on changes to:

Welcome Widget
My Courses
Pager
Classlist/Groups
Content
Discussions
Dropbox

Grades

O O0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OOo

LogIn to the Elearn Server

The login page has not changed. Use the same username and password you used for the earlier
version. As alwayshe link is:

https://elearn.etsu.edu

My Home

The changes made to My Home allow you to checkéov information in your courses without

specifically having to enter them, such as new discussion messages or quiz attempts. Additionally, the
Welcome Widget has options that will help you enhance your online imageDZlq@ager is also

located on thehomepage.

Welcome Widget

Although you had the option to create an online profile in the older version of the prodgd2h8.3
makes it easy to establish an online identity. To get started:

1. T ANBFEINBYyOS&a¢e Ay (KS 2S8t02YS . 2E0®
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2. Click the icor Change P ‘

3. Select a weHriendly graphic (jpg, gif, png) from your computer to upload.
4. The picture becomes your online avatar

This is an excellent means for you to control your online persona and can be especially useful to courses
taught solely g £ A y S @ .2dz Oy |taz2 AyOfdzRS | PRussdsSt SII y i
(students, faculty and staff) to know about you. Be careful, though, because any information you place
here can be vieed by anyone who can view your classlist, sucstadents or colleaguesit is up to you

to assess whether you want your students to know your date of birth, your home mailing address

and/or your phone number. Only reveal what you are comfortable revealing. Your students, too, can
set up their onlinegorofiles.

Edit My User Profile

ou ,Iu ) User Profile
=) -
: Select a web-friendly graphic to
Cancel use as your online avatar Savg
ng
b Scott Vaughn
Nickname: }.S\.v' 1
of : o .
to Birthday: | Select a Month (% | | Selecta Day (v |
ge r
Hometown: |
ou g
Homepage:
k=
will 5 6
Change Picture l ';_f!
Contact Information Leave blank anything you don’t
- ) want people to know about you.
Email: |vaughn@etsu.edu | Address 1: | ‘
Home Phons: | ‘ Address 2: |
Business Phone: |422.420 8615 City: |
lobile Phone: | State/Province: |
Fax Number: | | Zip/Postal Code: :
Country: ‘

Figure 1¢ User Profile
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My ETSU Courses

As you can see, the My Courses widget does not look drastically different from the old version, but the
customizable views can make your life easier.

Note that you can nowustomize your view:

No items found.

Bk My East Tennessee State University Courses

Click here to customize your viewing
Course options.

= _ADMN Sem (ASEM)

001-281 - ADMN-C1

Figure 2¢ Viewing Options

See what happens when you click the icon:
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Display Options - ':

These ate your
customizable options,

Display Detal

ol Dont toeget 1o save! —_'_. e

Figure 3¢ Changing Options
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by semester, but you now have the choice. If you teach in multiple departments, you will still have the

opportunity to view first by semester, then /S LJ- NI YSy i 6A 0K AaDNRdzLJAy3 [ S

If you prefer to have My Courses display as it did in the previous version:

1. C2NJ DNRBdzLIAy3a [ S@St wmX LIAO|l a{SYSaidSNE
2. C2NJ {2NIi hNRSNE OK22aS$s dléééymyas

3. C2NJ DNRdzLIAY 3 [ S@Stf wnxX aStSOG ab2ySoé
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quiz attempts, unattempted quizzes, unread dropbox submissions or dropbox submissions with unread
feedback.

52y Qi hawewiHtBaiifcreasing your options will also increthsetime it takes the My Home

page to load This should be taken into consideration if you tend to log in using slow connections such
as dal-up or on slower computers. Additionally, this featwauld slow you down during times of heavy
server use.

The example below shows you a homepage with some of the new features enabled.
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My East Tennessee State University Courses @

2%

Course Actions
= _ADMN Sem (ASEM)
= Administrative (ADMN)

ADMN-0001 &
a2 &
=} _TRNG Sem (TSEM)
5 ATS Training (ATNG)
ADMN-TRNG-116 - ADMN-TRNG-116-ATS 116 Training V4
€ 9 Unread Discussion Message

Note how the more

customizable view
= Sandbox - ATS (ATSS) keeps you from
ATS-SDB-008 - ATS-SDB-0

ATS-SDBE-008 008 - Scott's Training Course having to enter your

: courses.
% 1 Ungraded Guiz Attempts ‘

ATS-SDB-NURS - ATS-SDEB-NURS RN to BSN Orientation 5
&
£¢| 59 Unread Discussion Messages
= Fall 2007 (20073)
=@ English (ENGL)
ENGL-1010-202 ING &

ENGL-1020

IEN $

Mote: Course access ended 12/15/200 ature could b#
= Spring 2008 (20081) ‘\ extremely useful if you've
3 English (ENGL) accidentally ended access

G _ ... toyour course.
ENGL EXPOS WRITING

UMERN

Figure 3¢ Enhanced View

As youcan see, this new feature can makiewing the status of yourourses much more ceenient by
giving you additional information.

Pager

Although not specifically new 121 8.3, ETSU chose to add this feature in Spring 2808 since then
there have been manywgstions concerning thibeep tones some users are hearing upon logging in.

The Pager allows anyone who ug¥d at ETSU to get in touch with anyone else who ix2lsat ETSU
in a format more immediate than emaiSpecific pager uses include:
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0 Cetting a quick answer from aanline student or colleague
0 Asking another user to check his or her email
o Send yourself a quick message for when you log in later

Welcome, Scott | Wednesday April 30, 2008

-

ETSU Favorites

The pager icon tells if you have a
page from someone. It usually beeps
unless you have it turned off.

Figure4 - Pager
The pager icon is responsiblar the beeping sound that some users are hearing when they first log in.

It means you have a page. Click on W icon to check your pages.

A page looks like this:

- T %

Pter nbsu bast toe . s eSearrs cor)dd ook lpager shos agn ¥

From: VAUGHN, SCOTT m
Tot HAYES, ADA
Semt Jam L1, 200@ 5252 Ap

Recefved: Jar L1, 000 10:34 aM

Ada--please check your amail. I
sent you 8 new file

| & Unemat Lo -

Figure 5¢ A Page
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To send a page:

To send a page, click
on either a personal
contact or newpage

7

Figure 6¢ Send a Page

LT &2dz gtyd G2 3SG FdzZft FdzyOQlA2yltAlGe FTNRY
from classlists or you can do this for anyone whose username you Kdowdo this by:

Clicking add

Then type the username, or

/| tA01 a&! RRthehf I aayYl §Sazé
Select the class

Select the specific students you want to add

bR

[N
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" Add Cantac wl- [o]x
2 | hitps: felearn. etsu. ecufdRooks pagerjaddrris ¥ A

@)

Enter the userame of the Contact you want to add:

If you know the
username, type it
here

-
®

Choose 3 class to select contacts fram:

ADIMN-0001-173 - ADMN-0001-173 -

Select contaci(s), then click Add.
& /
VILESLIE T4

Marth.
MCCALLISTER Dlbrartha

5 o
) scott Back

WENDELL HESTER

@ Irternet

CImary Cole

[JrauL kaMoLNICK

#H100% ~

v

2
/ If you don't,
select specific
users from the
classlist

Don‘t forget to
press Add

% 100% -

Figure 7¢ Adding Contacts

Changing your pager preferences is not done within the pager tool itself. To do this, click on My
Preferences inth®2ly St O02YS 062E® w 8RSty displaN@®ptians WitAIB2Y Jau  NJ
gylG G2 asStSOd at !l ISNWE

Changing your pager preferences allows you to change the sound you get when you have an incoming
page. You can also turn off the pager icon.

General Paging Discussions Email Pager
PagerSettings: Turning off the icon will
/ keep it from flashing, but
Incoming page lcon: @ on O off you can still send and

Incoming page Sound: () ng noise receive pages.

Alarm W
O Ring1 > |
() Bleep Bleep W
O Ring 2 |
(O Ding Dong W
O Pager1 > |
() Beep (> |

You can change the .

noise or turn it off buf_ arAem AC""‘“”"W

you can still receive O CarHern v
pages.

Home

General Preferences Saved Successfully on Apr 30, 2008 10:18 AM

Figure 8; Changing Preferences
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Just remember that you can turn off the icon and disable the sound but you can still receive and send
pages; the tool cannot be fully disabled. If you turn off all your options and choose not to use the
pager, it might be a good idea to let your studekit®w that they cannot reach you that way.

Special Note: If an instructor sets up a quiz/assessment with the disable pager feature checked, the
pager will be disabled for that student until he or she completes the test. This applies to alltcootses
just the one you are teaching.

Classlist

The redesigned classlist feature allows more flexibility for emailing or paging participants. You now have
the option of emailing or paging specific users rather than the entire page or the entire classlist.

1. To email or specific students, open the classlist
2. Select the names of students you want to email or page
3. Click the email or pager icon, which opens a message pane.

LAADDDE

= gy o i)
Lz Classlist W= Add Participants J|| Report G, Settings
&) Print Tab = =7 Email everyone on this tab

All || Students || Instructors || Guests |

View By: ?User V: email

Sexchﬁ G Search

0o s 2 8 :20 v-‘ per page
Last Name 4, First? ’ Username Role Actions

[0 §= BENNETT, KAREN page ZKWBl1l Student M &2 3

[0 §° BENNETT, MISTY ZMTHI2 Student A £ &)

[0 § BOESCH, SYLVIA & ZSDJ3 Student & &5 4

= -

Figure 8a Classlist
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NOTE ABOUT GROUHR®Ee groups feature has moved from&xlaf A 3G | yR A& y2g f
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Content

KFy3asa (G2 G(KS a/2yiaSyidé G22t YI1S yI@AILdAzy

IL DU

" Course Home [ Content | Discussions | Dropbox | Grades

Content Areas

ENGL-1020-905-20073-CRIT THINKING/ARGUMEN

Manage Content

LL viewComten: || [[gionene EdNotue T Tome Tl Riiipte ropics T8 ne-orter
97 N
[__,_,n( Manage Content T ‘ S I ORI SO D Everything you need
l Reors L e e
‘Ej:;} Settings O £ ¥ 3 m .
, ENGL-1020-905-20073-CRIT THINKING/ARGUMEN s
¢—'§': Marage Files = [ &% Module 1:Course Syllabus and Pelicies (O T E Bl S
- O A ® Course Syllabus DL
D B £y The Famed List of Forbidden Topics ’@: &’Q
SRR 3 [ &% Module 2:Getting Started With Arguments (O THEMN LS
ggflt'gfplfe:;ifz = [] &% Alust the Basics (O CEHBRLS
or delete. [ 1/ & Three Possibilities N P

Figure 9¢ New Content Tool

A quick look at the new content tool shows both its similarities and its differences. In the older version,

GKSY @2dz SYGSNBR O2yiaSyidz &2dz AYYSRAIFIGSte& al g
another location to make changes. In the nession, everything you need to do is there when you
2LISy (GKS (22t o 6+ASgs O2yiGSyié¢ adtAatt SErAaGaZ

Additionally, your students can now see tlile type in content view so they can easily tell if they are
opening a PowerPointWord, Excel or PDF document.

Collapsible Content

Another new feature is collapsible Content. This feature will allow you to view more or less of your
materials as you preferThis is a nice feature for those courses with complicated corgignttures or
any course that contains numerous modules

Instructor: Scott Vaughih 423.439.8616 elearning.etsu.edyl vauqhn@etsu.edtl 11
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1. Locate the specific module you wish to collapse
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2.1 fA0] (GKS aaAydamé aiday & AyRAOIGSR o08t26
ENGL-1010-904-20081-CRIT READ/EXPOS WRITING i
= 4% Module 1:General Course Information T 5 4
P 4
k&
_Content Shown P 4
: P
@ =
= EHE
P 4
s 34
[} The Sentence-Level Review D 4
#1°D] & Effective vs. Non-effective Writing D
= ; Module 3:In the Beginning () 2 5 ) fA
[J A& Tricks of the Trade @ 4
[ B[ & Introductory Readings D 4
[0 d & asking the Right Questions Part 1 @ 4
Figure 10 Content Displayed
1 % 3 3 0
ENGL-1010-904-20081-CRIT READ/EXPOS WRITING
Y EIE
5 Sl
B - Content = E
5 0] HCollapsed 89 1]
4[] % Module 5:Teaching Yourself to Think TSI E
1 % 30 3 W

Figure 11¢ Content Collapsed

3. Whencontentis2f f  LASRX (2 OASS

ftf &82dzNJ O2y Sy
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NOTE: This is a personal display optiorour students can choose whether to collapse the content
or not. That is, what you do here will not affect what students see wheretitey content.

Adding Modules

Adding new modules and new topics is very similar to the other version, but once you enter the tool,
g2dQft 4SS RAFFSNBYyOSa GKIG 2yfé FRR (G2 &2dzN) O2
offering easyto-read icons across the top of the tod well as within the specific content items.

Manage & New New & Add | 5
=il Comtent <! Modute Topic Multiple Topics | % Re-Order

aarch For Sexch aacch OO These function in
the same way,

0O 4 T8
ENGL-1020-905-20073-CRIT THINKING/ ARGUMEN
3 [} 7o Module 3:Course Syllabus srd Soizme ' I pr
O  AD Course Sviipbus B
B0

3 [ 7 Module 2:Gattng Sartaé With Argurments (1) Fles s
(] o Alust the Bazcs O @157 .
g
Casn

Figure 12; Content Management

Additionally, as shown below, adding modules and content is moreftisedly with the addition of

tabs.
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New Module

[» Manage New

i Content Module oL X 2
Tabs make navigation easier.

[ e [ 99 A 3 ~
| Properties || Restrictions || Comments | *—'

Parent Module: Just the Basics v|

* Title: lt;'-'.bcut Chan»g_e
Short Title: Chargﬁe

Enumeration: []Hide enumeraticn for this medule @

=5 |
| Cancel |

Save and Mew

Figure 13 Tabs

The image below shows how much easier it iadd multiple topics from your previously uploaded
course files.

Figure 14¢ Add Topics from Course Files

Content Statistics/Reports

The newly enhanced statistics feature makes it a breeze to check student progress. This was previously
available in the Classlist function. But now you can check it directly from Content. You have the ability
to see where they are going when they lotpigour course.
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