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e EARNING

New Features in SPSS 16

Some differences between SPSS 16 and older versions:
9 Specified data directory
I Compatibility with Excel 2007
I Customizable variable view
9 Ability to create new variable attributes

9 Resizable dialog boxes
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Control Default Data Directo

ry

Finally, you can control the default directory location for opening and saving data files. In all previous
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advisable to keep the data files you c
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up. Note that in previous versions, File | Open | Data would always take you to the SPSS directory.

However, in version 16, File | Open |

Data takes you to the Documents folder.
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folder, which is located in the followi

ng path: C:\Program Files\SPSSInc\SPSS16\Samples.

To create a default directory for your SPSS files, first click on the Edit menu, then choose Options. In the
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Startup Folders for Open and Save dialogs

(%) Specified folder

Data Files: |C:U_Iserslfulbrigj1DDcumerrts

|| Browse... |

Other Files: |C:U_Iserslfulbrigj1[)0c:umerrts

() Last folder used
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button at the bottom of the dialog.
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[ Q Options

General | Viewwer

| Data | CUFrency | Output Labels | Chartz | Pix

(%) Specified folder

~Startup Folders for Open and Save dialogs

Data File=: |C:'-.data analysiz "_

Cther Files: |C:'I.I_Isers'l.fulbrigj1DD|:uments

Q Last folder used

~Session Journal

Record syrta: in Journal

(®) sppend () Overawrite

dournal file: |C:U_IsersIfulhrigjL&ppDataU_DcallTempﬁspss.jnI

Temporary Folder: |c

SlzerstfulbrigippDatallocalTemp, j

Recertly used file list

[ Ok ” Cancel ” Appal

Excel 2007 Compatibility

Version 16 is now compatible with Excel 2007. Version 15 was not able to open Excel 2007 files, unless

they were saved as .XLS files. The new version can now open .XLSX files (as well as Excel 2003 .XLS files),

so you can convert the Excel file to an SPSS data file.

Also, if you want to save your SPSS data file to an Excel spreadsheet file, you have the choice of saving to
either .XLSX (Office 2007) or .XLS (Office 2003) format with the File | Save As command.

Remember, you can open an Excel spreadsheet in SPSS just by choosing File | Open and navigating to

your spreadsheet file.
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File narme: |

[EF=m POFTaRle 1 for ]

Tak delimited (* dat)

Comtna delimited (*.csv) 4 —]

Fixed ASCH (* dat) L

Excel 21 (* wl=)

E:xcel 97 through 2003 (*.x1s) —
b
B
4

|
|
Save as type: |5p55 [* s ,,_J |_
F
|

2P Exccel 2007 (* xlz:x)
2507 [T-2-3 Rel 3.0 k]

2130 B 70 3

Like Excel 2007, Access 2007 now stores its files in a new file format by default. Access 2007 files are

stored with the .ACCDB file extension, where Access 2003 used the .MDB extension. In addition to being

G 61 NBég 2F GKS 9EOSt wnnt FAES &aGNHOGAINBT {t {{
¢KS adSLia G2 2Ly |y 1 00Saa RIiGlolasS KIFE@SyaQid OK|
Open Database | New Query;

File  Edit “iew Data Transform  Analyze Graphs  Uiities  Adc

[y *hjﬁ "@% %mﬁ

CIREn k
Open Databasze k [:_: Mes Cuery..
Read Text Data. .. F Edit Query...
- @ Fun Guery ...
=
GKSy aStSO0 aa{ ! O00S&aa 5FdGFolaSé¢ | a @&2dzNJ &2 dzNOS

) b
- Welcome to the Database Wizard! -

Thiz wizard will el you get dats from & non-SPSS data source.

“ou can choose the data source, specify which cases are retrieved, aggredste and sor the data betore retrieval, and specify vatiable
names and properties here. Some features are available only when connected to SPSS Server.

From which data sourcel =) vwould you like to retrieve data®

QDEC Data Sources

8 dEASE Files

% Excel Files

% M5 Access Database

% Remedy ODEC Data Source

b/
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then browse to the Access database file.

Data Source; MS Access Database

Dataloase: _Browse... |

ik | | Cancel

Variable View Now Customizable

2dz Oy y2¢6 RSOARS 46KAOK QGINRARFIo6fS | GGNROdzi S&
always want to display attributes like Name, Type, and Labels, but you may not be so interested in
FGOGNROdzGSa adzOK +Fa 2AROKIZI /2fdzyyasz yR !'fA3dyod
Values to be right next to Name, for example.

To customize Variable View, click on Options in the Edit menu, then click on the Data tab in the Options
window. Now click on the Customize Variable View button.

ﬁ Cptions
General Viewer Dtz Currency Output Labels Chatts Pivot Takles File Locations Scripts
Transformation and Merge Options Set Century Range for 2-Digit Year
(%) Calculate values immedistely (%) Automatic
() Calculste values before used Begin year: 1939
End year: 2038
() Custom

Display Format for New Numeric Variables
Begin year:

Wyiclh: Decimal Places: End year:

Example: 12345 57

Random HNumber Generator

(%) Compatible with SPSS 12 and earlisr Customize Yariable Yigw .. |

U0 arn merind Mersanne Tuister

In the Customize Variable View window, you can de-select attributes by clicking on the checkbox next to
the attributes. Use the arrows on the right to change the order of attributes in Variable View. Here

g S Q BSleckREWidth, Columns, and Align, and changed the order so that Label and Values are next
to Name.
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Smremam e —emmem e | emm e | m —m e

@ Customize Variable View Iﬁ

L
Reorder and select attributes to display in the Variable Yiew
Shiowy | Mame
| Maitie
Lakel
= Yalues
g Type
[ wicth N
Decimalz |
Mizzing —
| [ coumns | ¥ |
[ align —
1 Messure
g

b2GS GKIFIG 2y0S 282dzQ0SOOKOKITBRSR I NK | vF & adedd >F 2 M
OdzNNByiGifte ¢g2NJAy3a gAGKY odzi F2NI L€t RIEGE asSaa e
the SPSS program here, not to a specific data file, which makes sense.

¢CKSNB A& | & buflch it thd\dBttorh & fhd CdeforiliZe Yariable View dialog.
PYTF2Nldzy §Sfes GKAa R2Sa y24 aSSY (G2 R2 lyeliKAY
to its original settings manually, if you want to.

Creating New Attributes

Untilnow,therS KIF 4y Qi o06SSy | gl & (G2 aNBO2NRE gKI G @2dzxQ
with Transform | Compute. When you use Excel, you simply select a cell, create a formula, and then you
can always select the cell later and see how the result was computed6 @ @A SgAYy I GKS T2 NY
been possible to do something similar in SPSS until version 16.

First, you need to create the new variable. In our example, using the sample file cars.sav, § SQ@S ONB I
- @FENRFO6tS yI YSvrigh divitietl by KhedarBbleddtsk (@oisepdwar). Now in Variable
View, we select New Custom Attribute from the Data menu (note that New Custom Attribute is grayed
out in Data View).

In the New Custom Attribute dialog, we select Ibs hpE G KSy L Qf f  SriputeSiidde, &l 2 NI dzt
GoSAIKGKK2NBRSE Ay ! 0GNROdzIS @I f dzSo
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o @ Mew Custom Attribute ﬁ

arl

Select variable(s) for the newy custom attribute.
i “ariables: Selected variakles:
' & Miles per Gallan [mepg] - & h=_hp

| ﬁ Engine Displacement (cu. ...

ﬁ Horzepower [horze]

of ﬁ Wehicle Weight (s [wei...
ﬁ Time to &ccelerste from O .. |
ol Madel vear imodula 1009 ...

&; Country of Origin [origin]

d:l Mumber of Cylinders [cvlin...

Iﬂ cylrec =1 |cylrec =2 (FIL... [=

Aftribute name: |f|:|rm|_,||a |

Aftribute value: |WE:ig|'T|Z-"|"IDI’SE—'| |

Now this is how Variable View appears. We can see exactly how the new variable Ibs_hp was created.

Marne | Lahel | “alues | Type | Decimals | Missing | Measure | [farmula] |
1 mpg Miles per Gallon  MNone Murmeric 0 Mone & Scale
2 engine Engine Displac... None Murmeric 0 MNaone & Scale
3 horse Horsepower Mone Mumeric ] Mone & Scale
4 weight Yehicle Weight... Mone Mumeric 0 Maone & Scale
& accel Titme to Acceler... MNone Murneric ] MNaone & Scale
B year Wodel Year (m... {0,0 (Missi... Numeric 0 1} i Ordinal
7 origin Country of Origin - {1, America... Numeric 0 Mone &5 Mominal
g cylinder Murnber of Cyli... {3,3 Cylind... MNumeric 0 Mone 4 Crdinal
9 filter_% cylrec =1 | cylr... {0, Not Sele... Numeric 0 MNaone il Ordinal
10 Ibs_hp Mone Murneric 2 Maone & Scale weight/horse
11

b2g LQtf ONBIFGS I y2 bKeéhdide,yichwilldé vhhicle weighSdivided iy O f f
engine displacement. To add its formula explanation to Variable View, first click on the appropriate cell,
then click on the ellipsis.

jlbs_hp Maone Mumeric 2 Mone & Scale weight/horse
lh=_engine Mone Mumeric 2 MNane & Scale I:[j
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done. You have now the definitions for two newly-created variables! Very handy if you have to set this
data file aside for a few weeks or months.

_ng_hp Mone Murneric 2 Mone & Scale weight/horse
_ng_enmne Mone Murneric 2 Mone & Scale weight/engine
| |

2 Useful Changes

All Dialog Boxes Now Resizable

A major improvement! This has been a source of frustration to people for a long time. Now any dialog
box in SPSS 16 can be sized larger (or smaller) simply by dragging the corner of the dialog.

| ]
Correlation Coefficients

Pearson |:| Kendall's tau-b |:| SpEarman

Test of Significance

(3) Twotailed () One-tailed

Flag significant correlations

| el _J | Paste | | Reset | | Cancel | | Help | (-
= 2002 - I - @
1 R

a5 PhEE] 1R Ell
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Variable List Display Order Can Be Changed At Any Time

Any time you have a dialog, you can change the variable list display order on the fly.

[ [ LI DA 0 ) 12 ru

i
E Bivarniate Correlations

Yariahles:

ﬁ Mile= per Gallon [mepg] I:I

Display Yariakle Mames

® Display Yariable Labels

Sort Alphabetically
® Sort By File Order

Sott By Measurement Level

Yariable Information. ..

Pearzon |:| Hendall's tau-kb |:| Spearman

J ' L I B U Dy I N = A W Y A R S S B

Just by right-clicking on the list of variables, you can have variable names displayed rather than labels, or
have them appear sorted alphabetically, by file order, or by measurement level. If you right-click on any

single@l NAl6tfS Ay GKS tA&ad FyR OK224S +FNAlFofS
if there are any.

Drag and Drop Variables in All Dialog Boxes

You can now drag and drop variables in all dialogs from the left box to the right one, or vice versa. You
can still continue to use the arrows to move variables, as well.
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Spell-checker for Variable Labels and Value Labels

This is a long-awaited feature for those of us who have difficulty spelling, or type too fast. To invoke the
Spell-checker, click on Spelling in the Utilities menu, in Variable View.

Analyze Graphs | Wilities  Add-ons Window  Help
7 i "|_| % @" Variakles...
- Width | tee OMS Cortrol Panel... il
4 S OMS |dertifiers. . Marne
5 @ Data File Comments... MNone
5 Mone
4 C'. Define Yariahle Sets.. Mone
4 “i) Use Yarisble Sets... Mane
2 % 0,0 (M
1 S gpelling..[% 1, Ame
1 3,3C
Run Scrigt... { ¥
1 0, Net *
kES Production Job...
q = e e e [ Rl Bl AL - -
origin Countrry of Origin {1, America... Mumeric N Mane
cylinder Mumber of Cylinders {3, 3 Cylind. .. Mumeric N Mane
filter_% cylrec =1 | evlrec = 2 [FILTER] 11, Selected... Mumeric ] Mone
B Spelling (=e3a
J— Mat in Dictionary: ‘Cnurrtrr'y' “ &dd to Dictionary |
— Change to: ‘Cu:uurrtr'y' ‘
Suggestions:
] CoLntry “ | Change Dictionary |
— County E

HerethespellOKSO1 SNJ F2dzy R GKIFG LQR YAaaLStfSR aO2dzy i NB
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3 Not-so-good Changes

Unfortunately, along with all the nice new features, there is a compatibility issue with SPSS 16 and older

versions. Previous versions of SPSS have saved output files in the .SPO format, but version 16 saves

output in a new format, .SPV. You would think that SPSS 16 would be able to read both formats, but it
OlyQiad , 2dz YdzAal KI @S a{YIFINIxASG6SNI mpdné Ayadlff

{2 @SNAEA 2 Y output fledorntatysicotn Alefel énreadable by older versions. Beginning with
version 15, output files can always be saved in PDF format, which anyone can read.

If you have version 16 and wish to open an SPO file which was created by SPSS 15 (or earlier), you need
to use the SmartViewer utility.

To save output files to PDF format, just click on File | Export in the Output Viewer window,

| File  Edit “ieww Data Transform  Insert Fon
A ew =
| CpEn ]

prre
| Open Databaze b
_ Read Text Data. .
P cloze Ctrl-F4 RLad
| E Save Cirl-=
| Save Az
_ @ EXW...

i

_ Dizplay Data File Information b

les pe
—1;
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then choose PDF type under Document type.

Tl Ohjects to Export

(@) gl ) Al visible () Selected

Ed]
d ~Document
-=_l Type: Cptions:
J:'I— Winrd/RTE (*.doc) | [Layers in Pivot Tables
HTHIL (% htrm) IE Include Footnotes and C

Portable Document Format (* pdf)
PowerPaint (*.ppt) %
Text - Plain (* txt)

Text - UTFS (* txt)

Text - UTF1E (* txt)

Wiord/RTF (*.doc)

Maone [Graphics only) -

Change Options...

[t P P,
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