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The recreation of historic
research enables students
to understand the methods
used by scientific pioneers.
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Evolutionary theory and its myriad
applications within the scientific world is
a subject that has long interested Dr. Niall
Shanks, an East Tennessee State Univer-
sity faculty member who holds positions
in the Department of Philosophy and Hu-
manities (professor of philosophy), as well
as the departments of Biological Sciences
and Physics (adjunct professor). Shanks
is also an associate member of the faculty
in the School of Graduate Studies.

He considers the philosophy of sci-
ence o be his primary area of specializa-
tion, especially evolutionary biology, bio-
medicine, and physics.

“I think evolutionary theory is one of
the great ideas of modern science, and it
is an idea that crosses disciplinary bound-
aries,” Shanks says. “We see this in the






