History of Africa
Summer 2009 online course
 (
HIST 3720-904
History of Africa
East Tennessee State University
Offered during the full, ten-week summer session, the course will begin on Monday, June 8, 2009 and all class activities will conclude by Friday, August 14, 2009. Instruction will be 
conducted 
through a
n 
 online course site
, http://e
learn.etsu.edu
 
 open only to registered
 ETSU
 students.
)
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Students wishing to enroll must be admitted to ETSU as either regular or special students; information is available at http://www.etsu.edu/admissions/apply.asp. Visiting students are encouraged to make applications as soon as possible so that they will be able to being work for the course as soon as instruction begins in June. For information concerning plans for the course, contact the instructor, Professor Melvin E. Page by e-mail, pagem@etsu.edu , or telephone, (423) 439-6802.
                   
The basic course text will be Erik Gilbert and Jonathan T. Reynolds, Africa in World History, second edition (Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Education, 2008).   ISBN 978-0-13-615538-9. 
 (
The instructor, Professor Melvin E. Page, has been teaching African History for more than thirty years in the United States and as a visiting professor at the University of Malawi, Kenyatta University (Kenya), and the University of Kwazulu Natal, Howard College campus. His research on African history has been published in the 
Journal of African History
 and other major historical journals, in several books including 
The Chiwaya War
 
and 
Africa and the First World War
, and the 
Berkshire Encyclopedia of World History
. He was also General Editor of the three volume reference work, 
Colonialism: An International Social, Cultural and Political Encyclopedia.
)In addition, students will have access to a rich collection of other course materials online, including maps, charts, photographs, other illustrations, and a variety of additional short readings. All students will be expected to read and discuss the text and other course materials in online discussions every week. In addition there will brief essay exercises due each week of the course. Grades will be based on full discussion participation and student performance on the weekly written exercises.




HIST 3720  History of Africa
Course description:  An introduction to the history of the entire African continent from earliest times to the present. Primary emphasis is placed on the achievements of Africans rather than those of foreigners in Africa.
Objectives:  (1) Students should become familiar with vastness of the continent and the great variety of cultures and civilizations which have developed there. (2) In addition, they should learn to describe how African societies have changed over time and ways in which they incorporated ideas from many other parts of the world. (3) Finally, students will recognize the ways in which African history is integral to world history and involved in recent world affairs.
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View from the mountain citadel at Great Zimbabwe
Instruction for the course will be inquiry based, and questions and problems posed by the instructor every week;  the text and the rich collection of additional materials available in the online course site will provide students opportunities to formulate responses. Both differences over time and the enduring elements of African life will be key issues students will be expected to consider. Regional distinctions in the history of the continent will also be a focus of instruction, with care taken to emphasize the variety of African reactions to external influences, including adaptations to Christian and Islamic influences. Students will also be asked to assess the importance over time of worldwide African diasporas.  The importance of key individuals in the African past will be another feature of the course.
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