“The Happening”

Here are the facts as the police have gathered them:

1. The time was 6:00am; the place, a fashionable street in London.

2. The only person on the street was a man around thirty years old.

3. Dirty, broke, and unemployed, he had not eaten for three days.

4. The shops on the street include a fancy French restaurant, a delicatessen, and a coffee shop.  The coffee shop was open for business.

5. At 6:15am, a second man, well-groomed and wearing a business suit, approached the hungry man from a side street.

6. The second man had a lucrative job, but at the moment had only five dollars in his pocket.

7. At 6:17 am, the hungry man entered the coffee shop, had toast and coffee, left a five dollar bill, and departed.

8. At 6:30am, a third man discovered the man in the business suit lying on the sidewalk, DEAD!  Horrors!  He had been stabbed in the stomach!!!

Your assignment is to assume a role.  You may choose to be either a sympathetic acquaintance of the hungry man OR an indignant business associate of the dead man.  In your chosen role, you are to describe what happened between 6:00am and 6:30am that morning as YOU VIEW IT.  Remember, “you” refers not to Student X, but to “a sympathetic acquaintance” or an “indignant business associate,” and you just have the facts given.  You did NOT witness the event.  Imagine that the person reading your description knows nothing about the incident.  Select your words carefully.  Make sure that they are the best ones for the role you have assumed and the character you are depicting.  Choose your facts carefully, too.  Only the essential facts have been given; you need not use all of them.  You may embellish, but you may not contradict any of the facts.

Your purpose is to convince your reader that what has happened is tragic because of what society has done to this hungry man OR because a human life has been needlessly taken!!!

