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Career Spotlight: Sales Engineer 

What do they do?   Sales engineers sell complex scientific and technological products or services to businesses. They must 

have extensive knowledge of the products’ parts and functions and must understand the scientific processes that make 

these products work. They use their technical skills to explain the benefits of their products or services to potential 

customers and to show how their products or services are better than their competitors'. Some sales engineers work for 

the companies that design and build technical products. Others work for independent sales firms. 

 

Education:   Sales engineers typically need a bachelor’s degree in engineering or a related field.  

University engineering programs generally require 4 years of study. They 

vary in content, but all programs include courses in math and the physical 

sciences. In addition, most programs require developing strong computer 

skills. 

Most engineering programs require students to choose an area of 

specialization. The most common majors are electrical, mechanical, or 

civil engineering, but some engineering departments offer additional 

majors, such as chemical, biomedical, or computer hardware engineering. 

However, some undergraduate programs offer a general engineering curriculum; students then specialize in a particular 

area either on the job or in graduate school.  

 

Pay: The median annual wage for sales engineers was $100,000 in May 2016. How much a sales engineer earns varies 

significantly by the type of firm and the product sold. Most employers offer a combination of salary and commission 

payments or salary plus a bonus. 

 

Where can you go?  Engineering programs are offered at the University of Tennessee-Knoxville, Tennessee State 

University, Tennessee Technological University, Vanderbilt University, and more.   

I’m tall when I’m young and I’m short 

when I’m old. What am I? 

 

Email your response to Jessi (nicelyj@etsu.edu) by 
Monday at 8:00am.  Students with the correct 

answer will be entered into a drawing for 
awesome prizes. 
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The Upward Bound SGA held their first meeting last week!  If 
you have any ideas, suggestions, or questions about Upward 
Bound, reach out to your SGA representatives!   

UB Recruitment will begin soon!   

If you have friends who would like to join UB, 

check with your UB staff member to see when 

and where applications will be available at 

your school. 

The first Monday Night Session is the 

week after next on  

Monday, October 30th!   

We can’t wait to see you all on campus! 
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S E N I O R S  
Have you… 

 Filled out your FAFSAs yet?  (Make an appointment with Ali 
for help!  Even if your parents/guardians can’t come with 
you, we can get started on your FAFSAs!)   

 Sent your FAFSA confirmations to Ali? 
 Turned in your ETSU paper application and high school 

transcript to UB? 
 Applied for Tennessee Promise? 

 

 

J U N I O R S  
Have you started exploring which colleges you may want to attend 
after high school? Junior year is a great time to make a list of 
colleges you are considering, and begin doing some college 
research. As you narrow down your list of potential schools, think 
about these questions: 
 
Would I be happiest at a big school or small school?  
Do I want to stay close to home or move away?  
Do I want to go to a school affiliated with a religion?  
What are the admissions standards of the schools I’m considering?  
How much does it cost? Do most students get financial aid?  
Does this school offer the major I am considering?  
 
Make a list of dream schools, second choice schools, and back-ups. 
Continue to research them and visit as many as you can. This will 
make your final decision senior year much easier! 
 
Check out this website to help you in your college search: 
bigfuture.collegeboard.org. If you have any questions or need 
anything don’t hesitate to contact us! 
 
Marc – 423-439-5662 (TuckerMR@etsu.edu), Brittany – 423-439-
5899 (LewisBL1@etsu.edu)  

 

Scholarship of the Week:  TN Promise 

Tennessee Promise allows you to go to 
Northeast State, TCAT, or any other 
community college for free!  (It’s a last dollar 
scholarship, meaning it pays for any costs not 
covered by your Pell Grant and Hope 
Scholarship.) 
 
Consider using your two free years at 
Northeast State, then transferring to a 4-year 
college as a great way to save money and not 
have to take out student loans!   
 
All students should apply for Tennessee 
Promise and complete the requirements until 
you know for sure what your college plans are 
(and have a way to pay for them!)   
 
Tennessee Promise has several requirements, 
but the first is to apply through the TSAC portal 
by November 1st.  Go to tnpromise.gov to 
review the requirements and apply!   

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is Scholars Bowl? 
Scholars Bowl is a quiz bowl competition that takes place in March of each year.  ETSU UB’s 
team will compete against other UB programs throughout Tennessee.   
 

Do I have to make straight A’s to be on the Scholars Bowl Team? 
No!  Scholars Bowl asks questions from a variety of subjects:  English, math, history, science, 
geography, pop culture.  Anyone who has a little knowledge in any of those areas will be an 
asset to our team!   
 

Besides being part of an awesome team, what else to I get out of Scholars Bowl? 

 The Scholars Bowl practices and competition are a ton of fun and a great way to 
make new friends in Upward Bound. 

 Students who come to Scholars Bowl practice get paid $10 for each practice. 

 Scholars Bowl looks great on college applications as an extracurricular activity! 

 Scholars Bowl students get to go on trips to competitions!  Last year’s Scholars Bowl 
team won first place at our state competition in Nashville and got to compete in 
regionals in Atlanta!   

 

First Scholars Bowl Practice of the Year: 
Monday, November 6th, from 3:30 to 5:30 in Meeting Room 1 of the Culp Center (near the UB office)! 
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