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Final Report Narrative

Title of Project:Expanding Tuskegee National Forest as a Community Asset
Grant Period:

February 1, 2015 – June 30, 2016

Grantee Name: Auburn University
Project Director:Mark Wilson
NOTE: The final report should document that all elements of your
institution’s individual, approved project proposal have been
addressed, in addition to requirements of the Scope of Work (see
attached).
Description of Project:

The Tuskegee National Forest (TNF) is a community asset, one that can
be leveraged for education and tourism. The forest service cannot help
the asset reach its full potential alone, and Macon County Extension and
Tuskegee University have become significant partners in the work. From
conversations with the Forest Service and its partners, several project
activities were developed. The Auburn ATP team sought to administer a
citizen survey on knowledge and use of the forest; research and
coordination for history and culture tent at the second annual Festival in
the Forest; and development and execution of presentations on the
forest to groups in adjacent counties.
In addition to learning about the work of the Appalachian Regional
Commission, students learned about the work of the Forest Service and
its partners, as well as the ways in which partners from various
institutions work together for a common purpose. Auburn students and
Tuskegee University students had an opportunity to collaborate, which
strengthens both universities as a result. One of our partners is a
Natured-Based Tourism and Economic Development Specialist for the
National Forests of Alabama, so students will have a chance to learn
about this growing professional field as a result of the activities.
Activities:
In addition to December 2015 conference presentation and poster, activities
related to the project are listed below:
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May 5, 2015
MW traveled to Macon County Extension to meet with Kelly B., Darius Truss,
and Tammy Truett of National Forest Service and Olga Tiller of Tuskegee
University. We discussed the goals and aims of the Appalachian Teaching
Project and possible project connections for fall 2015.
July 22, 2015
MW traveled to Tuskegee University to meet with National Forest Service
and Tuskegee University faculty and students re: Festival. Times
determined and overall scope of festival decided. Publicity point person has
been determined. Next meeting will take place August 6.
July 31, 2015
MW traveled to Montgomery to meet with Bob Pasquill and receive digital
images and reports related to the history of the Tuskegee National Forest.
August 24, 2015
Traveled to Tuskegee National Forest for tour with District Ranger Darius
Truss. Toured longleaf pine restoration, the fire tower from CCC period,
fishing pond, and gun range.
August 29, 2015
MW traveled to Tuskegee to assist with All Macon County Day and publicize
the Festival in the Forest. Students unable to participate due to conflicts.
September 14, 2015
Traveled to Tuskegee to publicize Festival in the Forest and offer surveys in
front of Piggly Wiggly. Tuskegee University students joined us. AU/TU
students posted flyers in businesses.
September 21, 2015
Traveled to Tuskegee University to work with TU festival coordinator on
buttons and details related to the festival.
September 24, 2015
Student Trey and Mark Wilson traveled to Tuskegee to pick up water
donations from CVS and Calhoun Foods. Delivered water to Tuskegee
National Forest office.
September 26, 2015
Participated in Festival in the Forest from 8:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Festival in
the Forest: Students developed and led a History/Culture as part of the 2nd
Annual Festival in the Forest. In addition to four posters with information,
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the team developed hands-on activities related to Creek Indian Culture and
18th-century naturalist William Bartram, for whom one of the trails is named.
We used one tent and two tables and displayed posters on easels re: Creek
Indians, William Bartram, Land Utilization Project, and Booker T. Washington
Cabin.
October 26, 2015
ATP Team traveled to Tuskegee National Forest Office to update Ranger on
the project and get assistance with photos and other information.
November 2, 2015
Lindsay Steelman and others traveled to Notasulga to present the project to
students at Notasulga School.
November 2, 2015
Trey Fields and others delivered presentation on project to Greater Auburn
Kiwanis Club.
November 4, 2015
Trey Fields and others traveled to Valley, Alabama to present on the project
at the Valley Kiwanis Club.
November 4, 2015
Student Mitch Moody traveled to Tuskegee to present the project to students
at St. Joseph’s School in coordination with 4H coordinator Daniel Sullen.
November 17, 2015
Traveled to Tuskegee Board of Education to deliver project report to central
office staff with ATP students. Dr. Vernesia McClaney suggested some
possible ways to connect the project to students within the system.
December 3, 2015
Traveled to Washington, D.C. to deliver the ATP presentation to National
Park Service Presidential Fellows and other staff members, one of whom
worked in Alabama. Feedback from the presentation was helpful to
students, and the conversation that followed provided a nice context for
reflection on the outcomes of the project.
December 10, 2015
Traveled to Tuskegee National Forest with students to present the present to
staff. We delivered the four designed history posters, professional printed,
for future use by staff at events. We have a set in our possession for future
use as well.
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February 16, 2016
Project presentation at the 2016 Auburn University Outreach Symposium,
which included audience members from campus and around the region.
Project Outcomes:
In additional to the poster and the presentation at the ATP symposium, we
achieved the following outcomes:
Survey: The TNF requires higher education partnerships for disseminating
surveys to citizens, so our ATP included a proposal to the Institutional
Review Board of Auburn University. The survey was disseminated through
local networks (Civic Clubs, employees of central office of board of
education, college classes), in person (in front of the Piggly Wiggly grocery
store; at the Festival), and via email. A total of 178 surveys were
completed. The IRB will remain active and allow future surveys to be
implemented.
Memorandum of Agreement: TNF drafted a memorandum of agreement that
outlines a partnership between the College of Liberal Arts and TNF. The
agreement period is for three years, which will allow additional community
projects to take place.
Interpretive Tools: The four posters on Forest history and heritage were
well-received by TNF and will be useful for staff as they educate the public
on the forest.
Presentation to National Forest Service: TNF staff appreciated our effort to
tell the story of the ATP project and partnership to their national colleagues.
Community Presentations: The two Kiwanis Club presentations and two
classroom presentations allowed additional community members to learn
about the project and our partnership, but most importantly, community
members learned about opportunities for recreation at TNF.
Problems Encountered (In this section, please include explanation of
any deviation from the original proposal):
Although we did not include a goal of completed surveys in the ATP
proposal, we anticipated being able to receive more than 178. We did not
want the majority of the surveys to come from any one network, and we
were conscious of where we would identify survey respondents. This is the
first project that has included surveys, so this was a learning experience.
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Scheduling is always a challenge, and we found that on a few occasions the
best time for our partner to meet conflicted with class schedules for some
students. So on a few occasions it would have been nice to have the entire
project group together, but we worked to communicate to everyone the
outcomes of every meeting and iteration of the project.
Program Continuation and Sustainability:
a. This is a new community-university relationship, and it has already
yielded another effort. One ATP student asked TNF if she could work
with their staff to plan and implement a one-hour capstone project for
her minor in Community and Civic Engagement. The student chose
TNF because of the ATP project, and she developed a project that
allowed local schoolchildren to contribute to the TNF by creating
bluebird feeders from gourds. Also, we will likely participate in the 3rd
annual Festival in the Forest as a result of this project.
b. We remain a partner with a community partner agreement with TNF,
and we anticipate future projects together. Longterm viability of the
relationship should include additional faculty from our college, and we
will work to introduce others to the TNF.
Conclusions and Recommendations:
Future project work with TNF could focus on assisting TNF staff with
development of activities and opportunities for young people to visit the
forest. Future work could also include strategic ways to publicize the TNF to
residents of Auburn and Opelika.
We discovered that there is an opportunity for Auburn University students to
complete internships with the TNF, especially those students in public
administration, communications, and public relations. We need to build on
our partnership so that Auburn students can assist the forest with their
plans.
Attachments (in PDF format):
Festival in the Flyer Poster
Outreach Symposium Program Excerpt
Photos of Activities
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Second Annual

Festival in the Forest

“Celebrating Natural Resources and Cultural Diversity in the Tuskegee National
Forest”
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Enjoy YOUR National Forest!
What:

When:

The USDA Forest Service, Tuskegee University, Auburn University
and numerous partners are hosting a “Festival in the Forest” to
celebrate the natural resources and cultural diversity of the Tuskegee National
Forest. Bring the family out to this event and enjoy your public land!
Saturday, September 26, 2015
9:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m. - Kick-off 5k Trail Walk/Run (Pre-register: 334-727-2652)
First 20 participants awarded with prizes
10:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. -“Festival in Forest” Activities
12:00 Noon - Public Lands Day Program

Where: Taska Recreation Area, Tuskegee National Forest (Off Hwy 29), Tuskegee, AL
Contact: Please contact USDA Forest Service at 334-727-2652/334-832-4470 or Tuskegee
University, College of Agriculture, Environment and Nutrition Sciences at 334-727-8453
Scan QR Code
for more information.

www.fs.usda.gov/alabama *** www.tuskegee.edu/caens
USDA is an equal provider, employer and lender!

