
Women's Studies Program Statement 
 
The Women's Studies Program at ETSU is outraged by the senseless murder of George 
Floyd by a Minneapolis police officer, which adds to the brutality against the Black 
community we have witnessed just in the span of the past few months. On March 13th, 
2020, decorated EMT Breonna Taylor, a Black woman, was fatally shot by police in her 
Louisville, Kentucky, apartment. On February 23rd, 2020, Ahmaud Arbery, a Black man, 
was fatally shot by two White men while he was jogging through a White Georgia 
neighborhood just miles from his own home. George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Ahmaud 
Arbaery, and many others are victims of the racism, white supremacy, and police brutality 
that are embedded in the fabric of this country. 
 
We stand against social injustice, against racist hierarchies of power and policy, against 
inequity and oppression, and against silence and inaction. In his recent book How to be an 
Antiracist, Ibram X. Kendi reminds us that "there is no neutrality in the racism struggle. . . .  
One either allows racial inequities to persevere, as a racist, or confronts racial inequities, as 
an antiracist. There is no in-between safe space of 'not racist.' The claim of 'not racist' 
neutrality is a mask for racism" (9).  
 
We stand with one another. We hold as sacred the intrinsic value and dignity of every 
person. We are committed to creating an inclusive campus community.  We work to expose 
the systemic disregard for Black bodies, to disrupt inequities within communities of color, 
and to dismantle the anti-Blackness that pervades our country. We stand with people for 
peace and justice. We affirm that no one is free until we all are free. 
 
We stand with our ETSU family who is struggling with anger, hurt, and pain while also 
seeking justice and change. We stand with the many other units on campus, such as The 
Multicultural Center, ETSU Counseling, and The Office of Equity and Inclusion to name 
but a few, who invite you to reach out, share how you are feeling, and ask for help. Even in 
the time of COVID-19, we are #TOGETHERAPART, we stand strong together, and we 
hold space for radical empathy and healing. 
 

• Women's Studies Program 

• Mary V. Jordan Multicultural Center 

• Counseling Center 

• Office of Equity and Inclusion 

• Patricia Robertson Pride Center 

• Buccaneer Student Crisis Fund 

• The Employee Assistance Program 

https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/27/us/george-floyd-trnd/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/27/us/george-floyd-trnd/index.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-52646460
https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/24/us/georgia-ahmaud-arbery-killing-narrative/index.html
https://www.etsu.edu/cas/litlang/wsp/
https://www.etsu.edu/students/mcc/
https://www.etsu.edu/students/counseling/default.php
https://www.etsu.edu/equity/default.php
https://www.etsu.edu/students/mcc/programs/lgbtq/
https://www.etsu.edu/students/student-crisis-fund.php
https://www.here4tn.com/

