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Education

Ph.D.
      Brown University
Religious Studies            
1992 


M.Div.
      Yale University
Divinity School
1984



      Manchester College-Oxford
Philosophy and Theology
1980-81

A.B. cum laude      Saint Olaf College
Philosophy and History
1980
Current Position: Professor of Philosophy, East Tennessee State University

Graduate Faculty Associate Membership:  March 2004 and ongoing
Affiliations, Memberships and Awards

Center for Medieval and Early Modern Thought: University of Groningen (NL): Member 
(by nomination)  http://www.rug.nl/filosofie/organization/history/gcmemt/members

2016 Faculty Service Award, College of Arts and Sciences, East Tennessee State University
Research Interests: Spinoza, Aquinas; naturalism in ethics, theology, and the study of religion (esp. in 

               the Early Modern Era); moral psychology of hatred; issues in philosophy of religion arising from      

               religious diversity, theory and method in the study of religions; and comparative religious ethics
Publications: Peer Reviewed Articles and Book Chapters  
“Love, Hatred, and Self-preservation in Descartes’ Passions of the Soul and Spinoza’s theory of 

the Affects,” Rivista di Filosofia Neo-Scolastica, CXII (2020), 2, pp. 425-442

ISSN: 00356247 (print) - 18277926 (digital), DOI: 10.26350/001050_000194 .

“Spinoza, Sin as Debt, and the Sin of the Prophets”, Journal of Religions 10.10, Special 



Issue: Religious Ethics and the Morality of Payback; ed. Diana Cates, (September 2019), 


doi: 10.3390/rel10100552.


“Impotentia Animi and the Autonomy of Shattered Spirits”, Armstrong, Green, and 


Sangiacomo,. eds. Spinoza and Relational Autonomy: Being with Others, Edinburgh University Press (2019).


“Spinoza on Turning the Other Cheek”, Oxford Studies in Early Modern Philosophy, Vol. VIII 
(2019), pp 96-133.

“Spinoza and ‘Outsider’ Prophets”, Textual Practices, special issue eds. Moira Gatens and 



Anthony Uhlmann, (2019), DOI:  https://doi.org/10.1080/0950236X.2019.1581689 

“Spinoza on Reflexive Affects and the Imitation of Affects;” Gábor Boros–Judit Szalai–Olivér 


István Tóth (ed.): The Concept of Affectivity in Early Modern Philosophy. Budapest:  



Eötvös University Press, (2017), pp 124-141. 

"Forgiveness, Pardon, and Punishment in Spinoza’s Ethical Theory and 'True Religion'", Journal 
of Early Modern Studies (JEMS), Volume 5, Issue 1 (Spring 2016), pp. 65-87.

“Spinoza on Self-Hatred,” Iyyun: The Jerusalem Philosophical Quarterly 65 (January 2016),     


73-95.

“Spinoza on Blame and Hatred,” Iyyun: The Jerusalem Philosophical Quarterly 62, (July, 


2013), 195-233. 

“Aquinas on hating sin in Summa Theologiae II-II Q34 A3 and  I-II Q23 A1”, Sophia 54/issue 4


(2013), 601-623.  DOI: 10.1007/s11841-013-0359-z

  “Loving Sinners to Death”, Journal of Value Inquiry, Vol. 44, no. 4, (July 2010), 509-519.

   with Joel Gereboff, Diana Fritz Cates, and Maria Heim, “The Nature of the Beast: Hatred in 
Cross-Traditional Religious and Philosophical Perspective”, Journal of the Society for 
Christian Ethics Vol. 29.2, (2009), 175-205.


“Spinoza on Hatred and the Impotence of Reason”, An Anthology of Philosophical Studies, Vol.



2, Proceedings of 2nd International Conference on Philosophy: Athens Institute for 



Education and Research, (June 2008).   


with Niall Shanks, “Intelligent Design in Theological Perspective”, Synthese Vol. 178, No. 1, 



(January 2011), 307-330.  (online publication, April 15, 2009, ISSN: 1573-0964, DOI: 


10.1007/s11229-009-9541-9) 


“Aquinas on Attachment, Envy, and Hatred in the Summa Theologica”, Journal of 



Religious Ethics 35.3 (September 2007), 403-428. 


“Aquinas’s argument against the possibility of self-hatred”, Journal of 



Religious Ethics 35: 1. (March 2007), 113-139.

with Richard Kortum, “Can Frege’s Farbung help explain the meaning of ethical 



terms?” Essays in Philosophy, Vol. 8, No. 1, February, 2007) 



(http://www.humboldt,edu/essays)


with Niall Shanks, “Evolution and the Ethics of Animal Research”, Essays in 



Philosophy, Vol. 5, No. 2, June 2004, (http://www.humboldt,edu/essays)


“Surrealism and Vision of Being in Sartre’s Nausea”, in Proceedings of the Hawaii 



International Conference of the Arts and Humanities, (2003—CD)



"Introduction to Essays Representing Protestant Traditions," in Martha Nussbaum 



and Saul Olyan, eds: Sexual Orientation and Human Rights in American 



Religious Discourse, (1998, Oxford University Press), 113-118.  

Book, Edited

Aurelia Armstrong, Keith Green, and Andrea Sangiacomo, eds., Spinoza and Relational Autonomy: Being with Others, Edinburgh University Press (2019).
Reviews
Campos, André Santos, ed., Spinoza: Basic Concepts, (Imprint Academic. Exeter, UK, 2015),  


Journal of the History of Political Thought 38.1 (November, 2017).

“Digging the Naturally Queer in Spinoza,” Review of  Hasana Sharp, Spinoza and the Politics of
Renaturalization, (University of Chicago Press, 2011), GLQ:A Journal of Gay and 


Lesbian Studies, Vol 21, no. 1, 2015.

Review of Heidi M. Ravven, The Self Beyond Itself: An Alternative History of Ethics, The New 
Brain Sciences, The New Brain Sciences, and the Myth of Free Will, (New York, The New 
Press, 2013), Iyyun 63, July 2014.


Review (book comment) of Nichlas Rescher, On Leibniz (University of Pittsburgh Press, 2013) , 
Review of Metaphysics,  Vol 68, 2014.

Review of Donald M. Broom, The Evolution of Morality and Religion, (Cambridge University 
Press, 2014)  in Religious Studies, September 2005.
Instructional Publications

“Rape”, “The Cult Controversy”, “Child abuse”, and “Corporal Punishment”, in 



Encyclopedia of Social Issues, ed. James Ciment, et. al., (2006, Sharpe Publishers)


“How to read a primary text from antiquity”, with Katie Peters, in  The Asheville 



Reader, The Ancient World; (Copley Publishers, 2004).
Presentations (Peer reviewed unless otherwise indicated)

“Love, Hatred, and Self-preservation in Descartes’ Passions of the Soul and Spinoza’s theory of 
the Affects,” Etica e Passioni dell'anima: Spinoza con e contro Descartes: 21-23 March, 2019, Università di Milano-Bicocca, Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore-Milano, 2019

“Hatred, Moral Motivation, and ‘Normativity’ in Hume and Spinoza, Scottish Early Modern 
Philosophy Seminar IX, University of Aberdeen (Scotland), May 24-25, 2018.
“Spinoza on Turning the Other Cheek”, Collegium Spinozanum II, Rijksuniversiteit Groningen, 


July 4-7, 2017. 
“Spinoza and “Outsider: Prophesy: the Imagination and Power in the State and Art” The Arts of 


Spinoza * Pacific Spinoza, University of Aukland, Aukland, New Zealand ; May 25-28, 

2017.
“Spinoza on Reflexive Affects and the Imitation of Affects in Ethics IIIp30”, Budapest Early 


Modern Philosophy Seminar, Eötvös Loránd University, October 14-15, 2016.
"Hatred and Agency in the Light of Joy"; Joy, Love, and Hatred Consultation (supported by 


Templeton Foundation), Yale Center for Faith and Culture, May 27-28, 2016. (by 


invitation)

"The Body's Capabilities, in Ethics 5p39" Workshop: The Body in Spinoza's Philosophy: KU 


Leuven. Institute of Philosophy, March 18, 2016

"Spinoza, Imitation of Affects, and Reflexive Affects", North Carolina Philosophical Society, 


Annual Meeting, Appalachian State University, Boone, NC, February 27, 2016
With Hasana Sharp, “Spinoza’s Morality for Mortals,” Groupe de Recherche Interuniversitaire 


en Philosophie Politique (GRIPP), at McGill University, October 2, 2015 (by 



invitation)
“Spinoza and Relational Autonomy”, Collegium Spinozanum,  Rijksuniversiteit Groningen, July 


10, 2015, (by invitation).
“Spinoza on Self-Hatred”  , British Society for the History of Philosophy,  University of York, 


UK, April 10, 2015 .
“A Bloudy Tenet and a Book Forged in Hell: Spinoza, Roger Williams, and Religious Toleration 


before Locke”, Kingsport Alliance for Continued Learning, March 25, 2015, (by


invitation).
Author meets critic panel for Eugene Marshall, The Spiritual Autonomaton, (Oxford, 2014), 


American Philosophical Association, Central Division, St. Louis, Missouri, February, 


2015.
““The Status of Forgiveness in Spinoza’s Ethics,”, Northeastern Political Science Association, 


Boston, Massachusetts, November 14, 2014.

“Shattered Spirits and Relational Autonomy in Spinoza’s Ethics”, Spinoza Workshop: Spinoza 


and Relational Autonomy, Rijksniversiteit Groningen, September 6, 2014 (by 



invitation). 


“Suicide and Impotentia Animi in light of Spinoza’s Account of Activity”, Philosophy After 


Nature Conference: Center for the Humanities: Universiteit Utrecht, September 3-5, 


2014. 

"Spinoza on 'Turning the Other Cheek'": South Carolina Society of Philosophy, Furman 



University, February 14-15, 2014.


“Spinoza on Self-Consciousness, Self-knowledge, and Self-hatred”, at the Dutch Early Modern  


Philosophy Seminar, Rijksuniversiteit Groningen, January 29-30, 2014
Invited  Response to Daniel Breslauer: “Prophesy, Ethics, and Social Involvement: Moses 

Maimonides, Baruch Spinoza, and Abraham Heschel”, Annual Meeting of the Society of 

Jewish Ethics, New Orleans, 2011.

“Hatred, Religion, and Superstition in Spinoza’s Ethics”, Religion in the Enlightenment working 
group, at the annual meeting of the Society of Christian Ethics, Chicago, January 2009

with Joel Gereboff, Diana Fritz Cates, and Maria Heim, “The Nature of the Beast: Hatred in 
Cross-Traditional Religious and Philosophical Perspective”, annual meeting of the 
Society of Christian Ethics, Chicago, January 2009

“Beyond Aesthetics”, Lecture presented in a lecture series accompanying an exhibit with the same 

title, William King Regional Arts Center, Abingdon, Virginia, 21 March, 2008. (invited lecture--ETSU Speaker’s Bureau)

“Two models of religious thinking about virtue”, Kingsport Alliance for Continued Learning, 

April 12, 2008 (invited lecture—ETSU Speaker’s Bureau)

“Spinoza on hatred”, 2nd International Conference on 

Philosophy, Athens Institute for Education and Research; Athens, Greece, June 4-5, 2007. 


“Aquinas’s Argument against the possibility of self-hatred”, Colloquium, 

Department of Philosophy, Wichita State University, May 21, 2006 (Invited)


Aquinas’s Argument against the possibility of self-hatred”, Colloquium, Department of 

Philosophy, East Tennessee State University, October 2005.


“Aquinas on hate”, Southeastern Regional Meeting of the American Academy of 


Religion (SECUSOR), Atlanta, Georgia, (2004).


Critical response to R. J. Ray, “Wondering about ‘religious wonder’”, annual 



meeting of the  Tennessee Philosophical Association, Nashville, 




Tennessee (2003) (volunteered).


“Surrealism and Vision of Being in Sartre’s Nausea”, Hawaii International 

Humanities Conference, January 2003.


“Work and the Human Good: How feminism informs an ancient conversation 

about the value of work and the meaning of leisure”,  Southeastern Regional Meeting 
of the American Academy of Religion (SECUSOR), 
Atlanta, Georgia (2002)

“Surrealism and vision in Sartre’s Nausea”, Blue Ridge Humanities Conference, 

Appalachian State University, (May 2002).

“Purity, human domination, and ecology in Genesis”, Association of Core Texts and Courses 

(ACTC), Annual Meeting, Asheville, NC. (March, 1998)

“Is Sexual Desire an Appetite?” Colloquium, Department of Philosophy, East Tennessee State 

University, 1996. (volunteered)

“Can one oppose the war but support the troops?”, Colloquium, Department of Philosophy, 

Rhode Island College, 1993 (invited). 

Critical response to Edward Stein, “The Essentials of Constructionism and the Construction of 

Essentialism”, Conference for Ivy Graduate Students working on Gay/Lesbian/Sexual 
Identity Issues, March 1989 (volunteered).
Work forthcoming and in progress
 “Spinoza on Hatred and Power and the Challenge of Reconciliation,” Paula Satne and Kristina Scheiter, eds. Conflict and Resolution: The Ethics of Forgiveness, (revision, as of May 1 2019)
Teaching and Employment

East Tennessee State University:
Professor: Department of Philosophy and Humanities, August 2015, 
Associate Professor, Department of Philosophy and Humanities, August 2008 with grant of tenure  
Assistant Professor, 2002-2008,
Visiting Assistant Professor:  Fall, 1998 to Summer, 1999; Adjunct Assistant Professor, 1995 to 1998

Courses Taught at East Tennessee State University 
MALS 5200: Seminar in Liberal Studies: Feminism and Approaches to the Study of Religions
HUMT 2310: Introduction to the Humanities: Ancient Greece to 1400


HUMT 2320: Introduction to the Humanities: 1400-Present

RELI 2210: Introduction to the Study of Religion

PHIL 1228: Quest for Meaning and Values: Freshman Seminar for Honors Scholars 

PHIL 2020: Introduction to Ethics (as “Values and Society”, 1995-2001, 2012))


PHIL 3010: History of Ancient Philosophy

PHIL 3020: History of  Modern Philosophy


PHIL 3410: Environmental Philosophy


RELI  3220: Western Religions (taught as topic-focused course)


RELI 3240:  Hebrew Scriptures (Old Testament Literature)

RELI 3250: Greek Scriptures (New Testament Literature)

PHIL/RELI 3261: Religion Colloquium: Issues in Science and Religion (with Niall 

Shanks)


RELI 3262: Religion Colloquium: Sexuality, Gender, and the Body in Western Religious Thought


APST/RELI 3530 and MALS Program: Religion in Southern Appalachia

PHIL 4047/5047: Philosophy of Religion


PHIL 4057/5057: Philosophy of Art


RELI 4220: Contemporary Religious Thought


PHIL 4920: Independent Study in Religion
Undergraduate Theses Read or Advised:
Gabrielle Johnson (Undergraduate Honors in Philosophy) Spring 2020

Robert Claflin (Undergraduate Honors in Philosophy) Spring 2018
Sage Blalock (Undergraduate Honors in Philosophy) Spring 2016

Shelby Purdy (Undergraduate Honors in Philosophy) Spring 2016

Zachary Peck (Undergraduate Honors in Philosophy) Spring 2015 

Michael Dieke (Undergraduate Honors in History) Spring 2014

Brian Wakefield, (Undergraduate, honors-in-discipline, Philosophy/Religious Studies) 2006

Sarah DeAtly (Undergraduate Honors in English) to defend, Spring 2005


Angela Ledford (Undergraduate Honors in Philosophy) Spring 2003
Graduate (MA) Theses Read or Advised
Thomas Hinton (MALS, Defended 2017)

Casey Walker (MALS, Defended October, 2016)

Larry Fischer: Advisor (MALS May 2013), Defended 7 March, 2013

Chelsea Lawson (MALS, March  2012)

Nancy Perkins (MA History), Defended March 2011)

Porsha Yount (MA, Sociology), Defended March 2009)

Adam Sanders (MALS, 2005), Defended 16 March, 2005
University of North Carolina at Asheville: Lecturer in the Humanities Program (Full-time but not tenure-track) 1999-2000; Adjunct Assistant Professor: Humanities and Masters of Liberal Arts Programs; Spring, 1995 to 2000. 

University of Iowa: Visiting Assistant Professor: School of Religion, 1993 Fall 
semester, Tolerance and Difference in the Christian Tradition (advanced course, mostly graduate students), Sexual Ethics in the Christian and Jewish Traditions  

Wheaton College-Norton, Mass.: Visiting Assistant Professor (part-time): Department of Philosophy, 1992-3, Ethics and Rational Persuasion (informal logic)

Rhode Island College:  Instructor (part-time): Department of Philosophy, 1990 to Fall 1995; 
Introduction to Ethics and Introduction to Aesthetics.  Two or three sections per semester of 
one or both courses. 


Brown University: Visiting Lecturer (part-time) Department of Political Science, fall 1994 


Teaching Associate 1992-3: Department of Political Science, Hard Choices, an undergraduate 
course in ethics and public policy, especially relating to health care. Supervising Professor: Edward 
Beiser, Associate Dean of Medicine.

Selected Service


College and University Service at East Tennessee State University

General Education Advisory Committee (2019 and ongoing)
Tenure and Promotion Committee: College of Arts and Sciences (2017-2019)

Institutional Review Board (IRB) (2016-2019)


Basler Fellow, Spring 2016, in conjunction with Basler Visiting Professor Jeff Titon

Chair, Undergraduate Curriculum Committee (2011-12, 2015-16, 2016-17)
Academic Council,  (2011-12, 2015-16, 2016-17)
Non-Instructional Assignment Committee, College of Arts and Sciences, (2014-15)
Member by Election of Faculty Senate: (2011-12)
University Undergraduate Curriculum Committee (2007-08 to 2012) ( Spring 2014 to 2017)
Library Services Advisory Committee (Spring 2012)
Chair, Search for Director of University Honors Programs (Spring 2008)
***Before Tenure and Promotion to Associate Professor  in August, 2008
Chair, Educational Affairs Committee, College of Arts and Sciences, (2006-07),  
Educational Affairs Committee, College of Arts and Sciences, (fall 2005-spring2007)
Student Engagement Committee (ad hoc: by appointment of Cynthia Burnley, 2006-07)

Honors College ad hoc Constituting/governance Committee (2005-06 academic year)
Faculty Council (Fall 2003-Spring 2005)

Honors Advisory Committee (Fall 2004-Spring 2006)

Bassler Professorship Committee (by appointment of the Dean of the College) 

(Spring 2004-Spring 2006) 

General Education Advisory Committee (proxy for Leslie MacAvoy, Fall 2003)

Pre-Medical Advising Committee (appointed Spring 2007, proxy for Richard Kortum, 2004-05)
Honors College Subcommittee on Campus Culture (by nomination of Dean of 

Honors College), commissioned to report by 5/2005


Departmental Service

Search Committee: Tenure-line faculty, 2003-2005 (Chair), 2019-20[Coates, Harker, Hensley]

Search Committee: Visiting Assistant Professorship (Summer 2019) [Jill Drouillard]

Humanities Program Advisory Committee (Fall 2016 and ongoing)

Lectureship Search Committee: (Summer 2015) [Evan Butts]

Lectureship Search Committee (Spring 2014) [Paul Tudico]

Lectureship Search Committee for 2 positions (Spring 2012) [Justin Capes, Benjamin Goldberg]


Lectureship Search Committee/Chair (Summer 2011) [Paul Tudico]


Colloquium Committee, (Summer 2008 -2012)


Advising:  with focus upon religious studies minor and major concentration, and for 

students aspiring to study religion and theology at the professional and graduate level.

(2002 to present, and ongoing)

Library Coordinator (Fall 2002 to 2012, 2013 and continuing for religious studies)

Service to Other Departments and Programs: East Tennessee State University
Departmental Promotion Review: (Fall 2019) [Debbie Dotson]

Departmental Promotion Review: Digital Media (Fall 2018) [Todd Emma and Jonathan 
Hounshell]
Departmental Promotion Review: Liberal Studies/Continuing Studies (Fall 2015) [Jill LeRoy-

Frazier]
Lectureship Service Committee: Liberal Studies/Continuing Studies (Spring 2014)

Search Committee: Tenure-Track Position: Anthropology (Spring 2012) [Lindsey King]

Search Committee for Directorship of Women’s Studies Program (by nomination of Amber 
Kinser) (Spring 2011) [Karen Cajka]

Third-Year Reviewer: Appalachian Studies (by nomination of Roberta Herrin) (Spring 2011) 
[for Daniel Boner]

Departmental Tenure Review: Social Work (by nomination of Gordon Anderson): [for Mary Ellen 
Ross]
Departmental Tenure Review: Social Work (by nomination of Gordon Anderson): [for Robin 
Lennon 
Dearing]
Community and Professional Service

Medical Ethics Committee/forum: Mission Health Systems: Asheville, North Carolina (2014-


                 ongoing as of 2019)
Professional Non-Confidential Review


University of Aberdeen: External Examiner for Dissertation [Reuben Endendijk]

Dutch Early Modern Philosophy Seminar (2015, 2020)


Postdoctoral Fellowship, Research Foundation - Flanders (Fonds Wetenschappelijk Onderzoek – 


Vlaanderen, FWO) (2018)—grant applicant research evaluation 

Professional Review for Academic Tenure/Promotion at Other Institutions


Brooklyn College-City University of New York (2019) promotion to professor: research evaluation



Southern Illinois University (2019) promotion to professor: research evaluation

University of Aberdeen (2016) promotion to Reader: research evaluation 


Furman University (2018) promotion to Professor: research evaluation
Reviewer for: 

Journal of the History of Philosophy

Journal of Modern Philosophy


Hypatia: A Journal of Feminist Philosophy


Epoche: A Journal of the History of Philosophy

British Journal for the History of Philosophy

Journal of Early Modern Studies

Journal of Value Inquiry


American Catholic Philosophical Quarterly (ACPQ)

Journal of the American Academy of Religion (JAAR)


Journal of Appalachian Studies 


Athens Institute for Education and Research (ATINER): Annual Philosophy Conference: Board of 


Reviewers: 2008 to present, and ongoing.
References
Leslie MacAvoy, Chair, 2009-ongoing
Department of Philosophy and Humanities

East Tennessee State University

Box 70656

Johnson City, Tennessee  37614

MACAVOYL@mail.etsu.edu

Diana Fritz Cates (for religious studies scholarship and professional history)

Department of Religious Studies

Professor of Religious Studies, University of Iowa

314 Gilmore Hall
Iowa City, Iowa 52242-1322

diana-cates@uiowa.edu
Laurence Thomas

Professor Department of Philosophy: Syracuse University

535 Hall of Languages
Phone: 315-443-5824
lthomas@maxwell.syr.edu 

Professor dr. Martin Lenz (for scholarship in history of early modern philosophy and research)
Department Chair, and Professor of History of Philosophy 

Oude Boteringestraat 52

9712 GL Groningen

The Netherlands
m.lenz@rug.nl

