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This study focused on what keeps community college students motivated to complete their associate degree, certificate, or program of study. Retention in higher education and specifically in community college is a concern. Community college students face unique challenges other students in higher education do not experience. These students typically have family, financial, workplace, and other burdens that make the completion of a degree, certificate, or program of study more of an obstacle. These issues, along with community colleges being commuter schools, exacerbate students’ struggles to finish and find their place. Twelve former community college students were interviewed. The researcher also investigated community college student life and community college history. This enabled the researcher to present a bigger picture of the community college environment. A phenomenological thematic approach utilizing coding and synthesizing was used to analyze the data. Results showed persistence is a complex and dynamic process influenced by motivational purpose, institutional and individual relationships, and the ability to overcome external stressors. Themes covered five areas of concern: Motivation, purpose, supportive relationships, coping with external demands, and the art of self-regulation strategies.  
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