Compass Category: Cultivate Artistic Awareness

Studying the fine and performing arts cultivates artistic awareness, which is essential to the human experience, providing students with valuable forms of expression and important lenses through which they can better understand themselves, their circumstances, and the worlds they inhabit. Artistic expression is developed through creation and performance, as well as the analysis of artistic works.
After completing ETSU’s Compass Curriculum, students will be able to: identify meaning, create connections, and engage in the creative process.
Assessment dimensions of Compass courses designed to Cultivate Artistic Awareness:
· Identify Meaning: Apply appropriate methods to explore how meanings are attached to artistic or creative works. 
· Create Connections: Link artistic or creative work to culture, identity, and the broader human context (e.g., historical, social, ethnic, geographic, and economic). 
· Engage in the Creative Process: Use the creative process to express ideas, solve problems, and/or collaborate.
 


Cultivate Artistic Awareness Assessment Rubric
Evaluators are encouraged to assign a zero to any work sample or collection of work that does not meet benchmark (cell one) level performance.
	 
	Capstone 
4
	Milestones 
                     3                                                          2
	Benchmark 
1

	Identify meaning 
	Demonstrates an advanced understanding of how meanings are attached to creative works. Provides critical analysis of creative works using appropriate language, that is informed by historical and cultural context, and attentive to multiple artistic choices (such as technique, structure, and use of materials). 
	Demonstrates an understanding of how meanings are attached to creative works. Provides critical analysis of creative works using appropriate language, that is informed by some historical or cultural context, and attentive to one artistic choice (such as technique, structure, and use of materials).
	Demonstrates a basic understanding of how meanings are attached to creative works. Provides critical analysis of creative works using appropriate language, that is either informed by some historical or cultural context, or attentive to one artistic choice (such as technique, structure, and use of materials).
	Has a minimal level of understanding of how meanings are attached to creative works. Unable to provide critical analysis of creative works that is sensitive to historical or cultural context, or attentive to artistic choice (such as technique, structure, and use of materials).

	Create Connections
	Meaningfully synthesizes connections between creative works and broader human contexts (including personal life and academic experiences) to deepen understanding of fields of study and broaden own points of view.
	Identifies connections between creative works and the broader human context, providing detailed explanations and interpretations.
	Identifies basic connections between creative works and the broader human context. 
	Identifies only superficial connections between creative works and the broader human context (e.g., historical, cultural, ethnic, geographic, or economic).

	Engage in the Creative Process 
	Utilizes advanced understanding of creative processes to find novel means of expressing complex ideas, solve difficult problems, and collaborate on multifaceted creative endeavors. 
	Utilizes understanding of creative processes to either find novel means of expressing complex ideas, solve difficult problems, or collaborate on multifaceted creative endeavors.
	Uses a creative process to express simple ideas, solve basic problems, or collaborate on creative projects.

	Uses a creative process but with no clear goal or purpose.
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