Compass Category: Critical Thinking

Critical thinking involves the use of reasoning and evidence to reach sensible judgments about methods, assumptions, and results. Critical thinkers evaluate the relevance of evidence and its significance. They can distinguish reliable from flawed information and use appropriate mathematical concepts. They are alert and responsive to the effects of their personal biases and limitations, and familiar with suitable methods for analyzing both quantitative and qualitative data.
After completing ETSU’s Compass Curriculum, students will be able to: evaluate sources, identify cognitive biases, propose and evaluate solutions to problems, and identify issues surrounding the use of information.
Assessment dimensions of Compass courses designed to promote Critical Thinking:
· Evaluate Sources: Evaluate sources for credibility, accuracy, and use of evidence.  
· Identify Biases: Identify cognitive biases that influence decision-making and interpretation of new information. 
· Propose Solutions: Use relevant evidence, reasoning, and technological tools—ethically and legally—in the process of proposing, supporting, and evaluating potential solutions to problems.
· Identify Issues: Identify historic, economic, legal, and social issues surrounding the use of information.

 


Think Critically Assessment Rubric
Evaluators are encouraged to assign a zero to any work sample or collection of work that does not meet benchmark (cell one) level performance.
	 
	Capstone 
4
	Milestones 
3                                                           2
	Benchmark 
1

	Evaluate Sources 
	Information is taken from source(s) after considering the importance (to the research topic) of the multiple criteria used (such as relevance to the question, credibility, audience, and use of evidence).
	Information is taken from source(s) using multiple criteria (such as relevance to the question, credibility, and use of evidence).

	Information is taken from source(s) using basic criteria (such as relevance to the question and credibility).

	Information is taken from source(s) using very limited criteria (such as relevance to the question).


	Identify Biases
	Thoroughly (systematically and methodically) analyzes own and others’ assumptions and carefully evaluates the relevance of cognitive bias when defending or evaluating a position.
	Identifies own and others’ assumptions and cognitive biases when defending or evaluating a position.
	Questions some assumptions. May be more aware of others’ assumptions and biases than one’s own (or vice versa).
	Shows an emerging awareness of assumptions and cognitive biases and their influence on interpretations of new information. 

	Propose Solutions
	Proposes one or more solutions or hypotheses that indicate a deep comprehension of the problem. Solutions or hypotheses are sensitive to contextual factors as well as all the following: ethical, logical, and cultural dimensions of the problem and use of technological tools.
	Proposes one or more solutions or hypotheses that indicate comprehension of the problem. Solutions/hypotheses are sensitive to contextual factors including at least one of the following: ethical, logical, or cultural dimensions of the problem or use of technological tools.
	Proposes a solution or hypothesis that is “off the shelf” rather than individually designed to address the specific contextual factors of a problem.
	Proposes a solution or hypothesis that indicates a minimal comprehension of the problem. 

	Identify Issues
	Explains significance of historic, economic, legal, ethical and social issues surrounding the collection, dissemination, or distortion of information. The integration of these issues reflects understanding of contextual factors and global implications. 
	Explains significance of some historic, economic, legal, ethical or social issues surrounding the collection, dissemination, or distortion of information. 
	Identifies one or more historic, economic, legal, or social issues surrounding the collection, dissemination, or distortion information.  
	Identification of issues surrounding the collection, dissemination or distortion of information is superficial, misguided, or inaccurate.
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