
Compass Category: Exploring Connections

In a world of increasing specialization, solving complex problems requires significant collaboration and interdisciplinary innovations. Social problems also require the ability to develop and evaluate moral arguments in ways that are sensitive to different social values and perspectives. General education teaches students how to build communities and better understand their roles within them.
The Compass Category Exploring Connections aligns with the Compass Learning Outcome Collaborate and Build Community.
After completing ETSU’s Compass Curriculum, students will be able to: integrate diverse opinions, compare and contrast cultural similarities and differences, evaluate the impact of actions, and analyze civic responsibility.
Assessment dimensions of Compass courses designed to promote Collaboration and Community Building:
· Integrate opinions: Integrate diverse opinions through strategies that are inclusive, ethical, and evidence based. 
· Compare cultural similarities: Compare and contrast cultural similarities and differences in values, behavior, goals, and/or communication styles, for purposes of making ethically informed decisions in professional and personal contexts.  
· Evaluate impact: Evaluate the global impact of local actions on society and the natural world.
· Analyze responsibility: Analyze ethical, social, and environmental impact of global systems and recognize one’s responsibilities to society—locally, nationally, and globally.


Exploring Connections Assessment Rubric
Evaluators are encouraged to assign a zero to any work sample or collection of work that does not meet benchmark (cell one) level performance.

	  
	Capstone 
4 
	Milestones 
                   3                                                    2 
	Benchmark 
1 

	Integrate opinions
	Evaluates and applies diverse perspectives to complex subjects within natural and human systems in the face of multiple and even conflicting positions (e.g., cultural, ideological, and ethical.) 
	Synthesizes other perspectives (cultural, ideological, and ethical) when investigating subjects within natural and human systems.
	Identifies and explains multiple perspectives (cultural, ideological, or ethical) when exploring subjects within natural and human systems.
	Identifies multiple perspectives while maintaining a value preference for own positioning (such as cultural, ideological, or ethical).

	Compare cultural similarities
	Adapts and applies a deep understanding of multiple worldviews, experiences, and power structures while initiating meaningful interaction with other cultures to address significant global problems.
	Analyzes substantial similarities and differences between the worldviews, and experiences of multiple cultures historically or in contemporary contexts, incorporating respectful interactions with other cultures.
	Compares and contrasts two or more cultures historically or in contemporary contexts with respect to differences in values, behavior, or goals.
	Describes the experiences of others historically or in contemporary contexts primarily through one cultural perspective, demonstrating some openness to varied cultures and worldviews.

	Evaluate impact
	Effectively addresses significant issues in the natural and human world based on articulating one’s identity in a global context. 
	Evaluates the global impact of one’s own and others’ specific local actions on the natural and human world. 
	Analyzes ways that human actions influence the natural and human world. 
	Identifies some connections between an individual’s personal decision-making and certain local and global issues. 

	Analyze responsibility

	Takes informed and responsible action to address ethical, social, and environmental challenges in global systems and evaluates the local and broader consequences of individual and collective interventions. 
	Analyzes the ethical, social, and environmental consequences of global systems and identifies a range of actions informed by one’s sense of personal and civic responsibility. 
	Explains the ethical, social, or environmental consequences of local, national, or global decisions. 
	Identifies basic ethical dimensions of some local or national decisions that have global impact.
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