Compass Category: Understand the Natural and Social Worlds

Understanding the natural and social worlds requires careful observation, experimentation, reasoning, and analysis. It is achieved not only by identifying reliable sources of information and integrating evidence from a variety of perspectives, but also by cultivating a sense of curiosity, asking questions, and learning how to find useful and credible answers. Integrate evidence from a variety of perspectives and methodological approaches, use analytic tools to reach informed conclusions while acknowledging limitations, and evaluate the impact and implications of inquiry in a broad social context.
After completing ETSU’s Compass Curriculum, students will be able to: demonstrate existing knowledge, understand research design, analyze evidence, identify conclusions and limitations, and evaluate implications. 
Assessment dimensions of Compass courses designed to promote Understanding in the Natural and Social Worlds:
· Demonstrate Existing Knowledge: Demonstrate a broad understanding of existing knowledge from relevant sources representing various points of view/approaches.
· Understand Research Design: Demonstrate a broad understanding of theoretical frameworks and methods used to conduct research.
· Analyze of Evidence: Organize evidence to reveal patterns, differences, or similarities related to the discipline or subdiscipline.
· Identify Conclusions and Limitations: Identify important findings and limitations from inquiry in the social, behavioral, or natural sciences. 
· Evaluate Implications: Analyze and evaluate the impact of scientific discovery on society, broadly construed (e.g., impact on human thought and behavior or existing political, social, or economic systems). 
Understand the Natural and Social Worlds Assessment Rubric
	
	Capstone 
	Milestones 
	Benchmark 

	 Dimensions
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Demonstrate Existing Knowledge
	Synthesizes in-depth information from relevant sources representing various points of view/approaches. 
	Presents in-depth information from relevant sources representing various points of view/approaches. 
	Presents information from relevant sources representing limited points of view/approaches. 
	Presents information from irrelevant sources representing limited points of view/approaches. 

	Understand Research Design
	All elements of the methodology or theoretical framework are skillfully developed. Appropriate methodology or theoretical frameworks may be synthesized from across disciplines or from relevant subdisciplines. 
	Critical elements of the methodology or theoretical framework are appropriately developed; however, more subtle elements are ignored or unaccounted for. 
	Critical elements of the methodology or theoretical framework are missing, incorrectly developed, or unfocused. 
	Inquiry design demonstrates a misunderstanding of the methodology or theoretical framework. 

	Analyze Evidence
	Organizes and synthesizes evidence to reveal insightful patterns, differences, or similarities related to focus. 
	Organizes evidence to reveal important patterns, differences, or similarities related to focus. 
	Organizes evidence, but the organization is not effective in revealing important patterns, differences, or similarities. 
	Lists evidence, but it is not organized and/or is unrelated to focus. 

	Identify Conclusions and Limitations
	States a conclusion that is a logical extrapolation from the inquiry findings. 

Identifies major limitations from inquiry findings. 
	States a conclusion focused solely on the inquiry findings and does not extrapolate. 

Identifies minor or technical limitations from inquiry findings. 
	States a general conclusion that, because it is so general, also applies beyond the scope of the inquiry findings.
Identifies limitations that broadly apply to all inquiry in the social and natural sciences (e.g., generalizability)
	States an ambiguous, illogical, or unsupportable conclusion from inquiry findings. 

Does not identify any limitations of inquiry design or conclusions.

	Evaluate Implications 
	Insightfully discusses in detail relevant and supported implications of inquiry and conclusions to society. 
	Discusses relevant and supported implications of inquiry and conclusions to society. 
	Presents relevant and supported implications of inquiry. 
	Presents implications, but they are irrelevant and unsupported. 



