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YOU ARE HERE! YAY!

e \Welcome & Introductions
® Session Resources (Link in chat box) -

e Mentimeter (Grab your phonel]
m Www.menti.com



http://www.menti.com
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NERDS ASSEMBLE

Thinking about the ways
we are geeky & nerdy

03

AWARENESS

Embracing identity &
authenticity

02

GEEKY PEDAGOGY

Get cozy with a new book
and some guiding questions

04

EXPLORATION

Nerding out about our own
teaching and learning




PEDAGOGY

A Guide for Intellectuals,
Introverts, and
Nerds Who Want 1o Be
Effective Teachers

jessamyn neuvhaus
S

GEEKY
PEDAGOGY

A Guide for Intellectuals, Introverts, and
Nerds Who Want to Be Effective Teachers

Jessamyn Neuhaus, SUNY Plattsburg
West Virginia University Press



SOME FOUNDATIONS FOR GEEKY PEDAGOGY

These are proudly self-identifying &
celebratory uses of the words geek and
nerd

In Geeky Pedagogy, the author uses
the term GINs to identify these
positive qualities. They are the e
qualities that make many of us
scholastically successful

Characteristics include: engagement, enthusiasm,
expertise, lots of excited details, being wildly
passionate about stuff, and maybe even strange,
specific stuff

GINs know so much about their topics! They
love knowing stuff. This is an advantage in
higher education environments. But there are
also some potential challenges.

People teaching college classes are usually
Intellectuals and sometimes a combination of
nerd, geek, or introvert Academics and \
scholars share much overlap with GINs S

We must foster a geek culture of “enthusiastic sharing” in our classrooms. It's not about
keeping students out, it's about bringing students in and showing them our authentic

Cited from: Geeky Pedagogy love for our stuff (and the real world relationships that will matter to them!)
Jessamyn Neuhaus (2019)



In Geeky Pedagogy, 1 contend that people like us who truly love their field and devote
themselves to knowing as much about it as possible, and who are determined to keep
learning about that subject for their entire lives = we academic nerds and scholarly
geeks - bring some noteworthy qualities to the work of teaching and learning (o

—JESSAMYN NEUHAUS, Geeky Pedagogy
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“BEING A GEEK IS ALL ABOUT
BEING HONEST ABOUT WHAT YOU
ENJOY AND NOT BEING AFRAID TO
DEMONSTRATE THAT AFFECTION.
IT MEANS NEVER HAVING TO PLAY
IT COOL ABOUT HOW MUCH You
LIKE SOMETHING. IT’S BASICALLY
A LICENSE TO PROUDLY EMOTE
ON A SOMEWHAT CHILDISH LEVEL
RATHER THAN BEHAVE LIKE A
SUPPOSED ADULT. BEING A GEEK

IS EXTREMELY LIBERATING.”
- SIMON PEGG




STRANGE, SPECIFIC STUFF

Lel’s create a group wordle about our
own collective strange, specific stuff..

W WWW.mentl.com



http://www.menti.com

SOME GUIDING QUESTIONS

What's Geeky Pedagogy?

In what ways do we define the qualities of GINS?

How can our GIN qualities help us or hinder us?

What do we love about what we teach? Why do we enjoy it?

How do we embrace our identity and authentic selves in the classroom?

How do we encourage our students to do the same?

How might we use our geekiness and nerdiness to our pedagogical advantage?
How do we use our geeky pedagogy to foster a spirit of inclusion, inquiry, and
engagement?

How can identity tools (like Moll's Funds of Knowledge and Cultural 1dentity Maps)
help us connect with our students?



INTERCONNECTED STEPS IN GEEKY PEDAGOGY

Viewing our teaching as an interesting and ongoing Practice is an activity you undertake on a reqular basis

Working to be fully aware and ‘ intellectual investigation ondv gathering as much at which you hope to keep building skill but accepting
accepting of who we are, who are evidence and feedback as possible to consciously and that there is no fixed end date and no way you' Il ever
students are, the complexities of met@cothvelu explore what's wqumq and wh@t"s perfect it and th‘en be dome‘thh it T‘he more we

identity, and the challenges of nat; @pplq\n_q the products of reﬂe_chon t‘o our te@chmq empqu the four prior pedagogical prd;t\ces [dlpnq with
learning - while understanding that and learning work; perhaps twmq a little qr@htqde practicel] the bel‘h_er we' Il get at effectlvevtedchmq and
these realities are alwaus evolving along the way and understanding that reflection is on advancing our students’ learning

ongoing process we will do over and over.

AWARENESS REFLECTION PRACTICE

PREPARATION SUPPORT
Finding ways to engage in and learn from the scholarly
Approaching teaching as an intellectual endeavor; work on teaching and learning, both in our individual
putting on our professor pants, and carefully context as well as the field at large; decreasing our
planning for interacting with students and isolation in the enterprise of effective teaching, joining a
conducting classes in order to best foster student larger conversation about teaching and learning, and

learning in our subject - and understanding that increq5|nq our resources for practicing awareness,
preparation is an ongoing process we will do over ~ preparation, and reflection and apply what we’ ve gained
e VR and learned to our actual work of teaching and learning

- understanding that this is an ongoing process that we Cited from: Geeky Pedagogy
do over and over

Jessamyn Neuhaus (2019)



IMPORTANT REALITIES ABOUT AWARENESS IN GEEKY PEDAGOGY

It's important for GINs to cultivate our awareness skills. Academia rewards its members for non stop thinking
and production. Pie tweet!

Being fully aware of our present teaching reality and context helps us

Embodied identity Is important for both faculty and students. This includes understanding how race, gender
expression, ethnicity, economic class, sexual orientation, ability, language, bias, etc. impact both faculty and
students.

Remember that learning is hard Us GINs are uber good at it and we are ninjas of our topics! We improve each
year but students are starting out from scratch every time

And we aren’t just building new roads (neural pathways) ... we are likely jackhammering old (and comfortable
pathways) for students and undoing a great deal of “ banking” models of K-12 learning
#pedagogicalthresholdconcepts #drmeierruinedthanksgivingforme

SoTL might have a blind spot about the importance of knowing our students. Previous academic experiences,
prior knowledge, generational trends, stressors, lived experience, and contexts “Students have this disconcerting
habit of being individuals with individual issues and emotions Like they’ re human people or something”

Know ourselves Work with what you' ve got. Model curiosity. Acknowledge your personality Cultivating
awareness of our geeky and nerdy qualities can be helpful and empowering (and remind us of our blind spots

since some of it might come easy to us when compared to our students).

Cited from: Geeky Pedagogy
Jessamyn Neuhaus (2019)



TOOLS TO SUPPORT AWARENESS

FUNDS OF KNOWLEDGE

Explore your personal funds of knowledge and consider
the funds of knowledge that your students bring Based on
the work of Moll, Amanti, Neff, & Gonzalez (1992) this
concept has been expanded over the years Consider the
implications for college-age learners

e  Meet Luis Moll [Click Here to Watch)

e  funds of Knowledge Handout

e Moking a Case for a Funds of Knowledge
Approach to Teaching and Learning for

First-Generation College Students
(200 Article from College Teaching)

CULTURAL IDENTITY MAPS

Consider ways that you might incorporate elements of
cultural identity reflection into your curriculum. What are
the bridges between diverse identities, understandings,
and your content area? What ways are we limited by our
own cultural identity lenses?

° Mu Multicultural Self from Teaching Tolerance
° My Multicultural Self Bubble Handout



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aWS0YBpGkkE
https://modules.nceln.fpg.unc.edu/sites/modules.nceln.fpg.unc.edu/files/foundations/handouts/Mod%204%20Funds%20of%20knowledge.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17jfnyAkl6m5y-4nZHBXIFZRPBIRWd3pc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17jfnyAkl6m5y-4nZHBXIFZRPBIRWd3pc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17jfnyAkl6m5y-4nZHBXIFZRPBIRWd3pc/view?usp=sharing
https://www.tolerance.org/classroom-resources/tolerance-lessons/my-multicultural-self
http://www.tolerance.org/sites/default/files/documents/tt_multicultural_self.pdf
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BREAKOUT ROOMS

Let’s breakout Into groups and explore
our Funds of Knowledge..
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WWW.MENTI.COM
Lel’s wrap up our thinking ..
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SOME OTHER RESOURCES FOR NERDING OUT

https://geekypedagogu.com

A Recent YouTube Video by Jessamyn Neuhaus

https://teachinginhighered com/podcast/geeky-p

edagoqy/

Another podcast with Jessamun Neuhaus

https://www cultofpedagogucom



https://geekypedagogy.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TDZP3CMpdaU
https://teachinginhighered.com/podcast/geeky-pedagogy/
https://teachinginhighered.com/podcast/geeky-pedagogy/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6eIfv447oEU
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com

CREDITS: This presentation template was created by Slidesgo,
including icons by Flaticon, and infographics & images by
Freepik and illustrations by Stories

THANKS!



http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr
https://stories.freepik.com/

