
The villages are in one 
of the most remote 
spots of the globe. Most 
are without any public 
water, no road system, 
and they’re spread out 
over 75,000 square miles. 
But as Jennifer Dobson’s 
mother says: “She loves 
the Earth, and she loves a 
challenge.”

It’s not only the planet but the people of 12 Alaskan villages 
in the state’s rural southwest that Dobson is striving to help 
— a task that’s earned her a high state honor.

The Kingsport native and 2004 ETSU graduate was named 
as the 2007 Alaska Environmental Health Professional of the 
Year by the Alaska Environmental Health Association.

Dobson’s duties as a field environmental health specialist 
for the Yukon-Kuskokwim Health Corporation take her 
far from the cargo port of Bethel, Alaska, into territories 
that can only be reached by snowmobile, plane or boat.

She estimates that her entire service region is roughly the 
size of Oregon.
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One Becomes Two
ETSU College of Public and Allied Health Transitioned 
into Two New Colleges

Kingsport native Jennifer Dobson 
named Alaska Environmental Health 
Professional of the Year

It’s official.

In October 2007, the Council on Education for Public 
Health (CEPH) approved East Tennessee State University’s 
request to establish a College of Public Health. With 
this move, ETSU’s then College of Public and Allied 
Health was transitioned into two new colleges: the 
College of Public Health and the College of Clinical 
and Rehabilitative Health Sciences. And, in November 
2007, ETSU was accepted as an Associate Member of the 
Association of Schools of Public Health.

ETSU had already received the green light from the 
Tennessee Board of Regents and the Tennessee Higher 

Education Commission to establish the two new colleges.

“For years, it has been our goal to create an accredited 
school of public health,” said Dr. Wilsie Bishop, Vice 
President for Health Affairs and University Chief Operating 
Officer. “We already have solid undergraduate, graduate, 
and doctoral programs in public health, microbiology, 
and environmental health, and these will serve as the 
foundation for this new College of Public Health.

“While the creation of two new colleges allows for the 
needed expansion of our programs, this split was also 
beneficial for accreditation purposes. In order for ETSU’s 
public health school to be accredited, the degree programs 
offered within the college must prepare students in the 
core areas of public health, such as environmental health 
and epidemiology.  To achieve this, we felt it was necessary 
to have clear distinction between our public health 
programs, which address the needs of the community, 
and those in clinical and rehabilitative health sciences that 
focus on the health of individual patients.”

The university’s Master of Public Health (M.P.H.) 
program has been accredited by CEPH since 2000, 
Bishop explained, and, over the next two years, ETSU will 
complete preparations to seek CEPH accreditation for the 
entire College of Public Health.

“Throughout this process, our M.P.H. students will 
continue to graduate from a CEPH-accredited program,” 
Bishop added.

“The presence of an accredited 
public health school will bring 
national recognition to our 
university,” said ETSU President 
Dr. Paul E. Stanton, Jr. “With 
this distinction, our faculty will 
be able to compete for major 
extramural grants and funding 
opportunities to support their 
research in public health. We are 
thrilled at the prospects.”

Dean of Public Heath Dr. Randy 
Wykoff said there are some 40 
accredited public health schools 
in the nation. When approved, 
ETSU’s new college will be the 
first CEPH-accredited school in 
Tennessee and one of only three in the Appalachian region.

“The creation of a public health school enables our 
faculty and students to tackle some of the major health 
problems of this region,” said Wykoff, who added that 
the United Health Foundation has given Tennessee an 
unfavorable overall ranking of 46th in the nation.

“We know that the most effective way to improve health 
is to focus on public health – community-based programs 
that improve everyone’s health. If we can empower people 
to make behavior changes, lives can be saved.”

Wykoff said the main academic areas within the new 
College of Public Health will include biostatistics, 
community health, epidemiology, environmental health, 
health care administration, and health sciences, which 
include microbiology, anatomy, and physiology.

“As you would imagine, just traveling to the communities 
that I serve is quite an adventure, whether by snow 
machine or driving down an ice road on a frozen river,” 
said Dobson, whose pursuit of better public and personal 
infrastructure for the area came from a respect for the 
environment and the need to help people.

An internship serving Indian tribal communities near 
Phoenix and her awareness of the need for clean drinking 
water — even in communities not far from the ETSU 
campus in Johnson City — helped Dobson make the 
decision to move to Alaska.

“Alaska definitely has the greatest need of any state in the 
U.S. as far as environmental health work and sanitation. 
Many of the communities up here don’t even have adequate 
water supplies or piped water to the home,” said Dobson.

“Recognizing the struggles that the Appalachian region 
has with clean water or a reliable source of water over 
the years was definitely a reason that I wanted to get 
involved, to help people get those services that they need.

“Here, we have serious freezing issues that bring another 
form of difficulty to the delivery of water to folks who 
need it. When you deal with temperatures that are minus 
20 degrees, you are talking about serious damage to water 

Dr. Harrison 
Spencer, President 

and CEO, 
Association of 

Schools of Public 
Health, delivers the 
keynote address.

A crowd of supporters joined ETSU in the kick-off 
ceremony for the new College of Public Health.

Jenni and her mother 
Denise Dobson (while 
visiting her daughter 

in Alaska) travel to the 
village of Kwethluk to 

conduct avian influenza 
bird sampling

systems that cost millions of dollars to build.”

The organization that Dobson is employed by also offers 
assistance to those 12 villages in the areas of wastewater 
and solid waste systems, outbreak investigation, 
institutional environmental health, and child care.

An attitude of “pulling for the underdog” and “a deep 
concern for the environment” during her formative years 
gave Dobson’s mother, Denise, a glance into her child’s 
future, even though she admits that “her heart sank” when 
the pursuit of that dream would take Jennifer to remote 
parts of Alaska.

“We know that fits in with her world view, and she believes 
in what she is doing, so all we could do is support her. It 
takes a lot of courage to pick up and go 5,000 miles away as 
a young person to try and make the world better, but that 
is just who Jennifer is,” said Denise Dobson.

In Alaska, Jennifer has to cope with months of darkness 
and months of daylight, but on the plus side there are 60-
degree summers and the knowledge she’s in the Yukon for 
a purpose.

“The summers up here are unbelievable. Everything is so 
beautiful, so waiting out the cold winters makes it worth 
it,” she said. “This is such an interesting place to work 
because of the diversity with the environment and the 
people, so I could not pass this opportunity up.”

By Kevin Castle.  
Reprinted with permission by Kingsport Times-News



Noteworthy

Study Finds Link Between 
Indicators of Suicide and Substance 
Abuse Among Youth

A recent study published in the 
Journal of School Health sends a strong 
message about the importance of 
preventing substance abuse among 
teenagers and raising awareness of the 
warning signs of suicide.

Lead author Dr. Michael Dunn, 
Associate Professor of Public Health, 
said the study found that a large 
percentage of middle school students 

who had initiated some type of substance abuse behavior 
also reported having thoughts about suicide, and that 
some had actually planned or attempted such an event.

The study involved more than 10,000 middle school 
students at 10 sites across Tennessee who completed the 
Youth Risk Behavior Survey.

“With substance abuse alone, we found that a large 
percentage of adolescents had initiated use of alcohol or 
illicit drugs at least once,” Dunn said.  “From a public 
health perspective, this is very concerning.  This is how 
addictions begin, and we are seeing sixth, seventh, and 
eighth graders already participating in risky behaviors 
that can be detrimental to their health.”

In addition, the survey measured indicators for suicide 
by asking the students if they considered, planned, or 
attempted suicide.  Approximately 28 percent of females 
and 19 percent of males reported thinking about suicide, 
while 19 percent of adolescent girls and 13 percent of 
boys said at one time they had planned a suicide.  Nearly 
13 percent of teen girls and 7 percent of teen males 
actually made an attempt.

“As the data were analyzed, there was a strong association 
between substance abuse and suicidal thoughts and 
behaviors,” Dunn said.  “It is clear that prevention 
programs for adolescent suicide and substance abuse 
begin during the middle school years.” 

Co-authors of the article are Dr. Bruce Goodrow, 
Research and Development Coordinator, Rural Health 
Service Consortium and faculty emeritus in the College 
of Public Health; Connie Givens, Executive Director 
of Coordinated School Health, Tennessee Department 
of Education and ETSU College of Public Health 
adjunct faculty member; and Susan Austin, Evaluation 
Coordinator, ETSU College of Public Health.  The 
study was funded by the Tennessee Coordinated School 
Health Initiative through the Tennessee Department of 
Education.

Effect of organic compounds on 
liver is focus of ETSU study 

They are called volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) and are 
contained in a variety of commercial, 
industrial, and residential products, 
including gasoline, fuel oils, paints, 
inks, pesticides, refrigerants, 
solvents, cleaners, and degreasers. 
Exposure to VOCs occurs commonly 
in everyday life.

But what long-term effects does such 
exposure have on a person’s health?

It’s a question that researchers at ETSU are asking in a 
new NIH-funded study looking specifically at the way 
VOCs alter liver function. 

“At large doses, these compounds can be very toxic,” 
said Dr. Tiejian Wu, an Associate Professor of Public 
Health and Family Medicine at ETSU.  “In previous 
research involving both animal models as well as 
occupational workers, there was evidence that liver 
damage had occurred following VOC exposure. Instead, 
our study focuses on the general population at large 
and the potential health effects associated with varying 
exposure levels.”

Wu and research co-investigator Dr. Wanzer Drane, 
Associate Professor of Public Health, will use data 

gathered from the Third National Health and Nutrition 
Examination Survey (NHANES III), which collected 
detailed information on personal VOC exposure.

A pilot study using these data found a correlation 
between blood samples of selected VOCs and abnormal 
liver function tests.  Dr. Wu and Dr. Drane will be 
analyzing biochemical markers of liver function, 
including serum concentrations of bilirubin, alanine 
aminotransferase, and aspartate aminotransferase, and 
comparing them to different personal exposure levels.

“We are also interested in learning if alcohol 
consumption and long-term use of pain medications can 
modify the effects of VOC exposure on those biological 
markers,” Wu added.

In addition to individual VOCs, the researchers will be 
looking at how certain cluster groups of the compounds 
affect liver function.

Classifying Indoor Tanning 
Behaviors Can Help Physicians 
Tailor Prevention Messages 

Identifying indoor tanning behavior 
patterns can help physicians tailor 
prevention messages, according to a 
report in the December 2007 issue of 
Archives of Dermatology.

“Nearly 2 million Americans tan 
indoors each day, with the number 
of individual users in the United 
States having doubled to nearly 30 
million in the past decade,” according 
to background information in the 

article. “Evidence that indoor tanning poses a serious 
public health risk is increasing.” Recent studies have shown 
that sunlamp and sun bed exposure increases the risk for 
melanoma and non-melanoma skin cancers. 

Dr. Joel Hillhouse, a Professor of Public Health, and his 
colleagues studied the indoor tanning behaviors of 168 
women (average age 20.2) at a southeastern university 
from January 2006 to April 2006. The women were 
asked to complete questionnaires on indoor tanning to 
determine behavioral patterns, intentions, attitudes and 
perceptions about indoor tanning, descriptive indoor 
tanning norms, perceived subjective norms, indoor 
tanning predictors, and tanning dependence. 

Four types of tanners were identified: special event (tan 
numerous times over a short period associated with 
a special event, followed by extended periods of no 
tanning); spontaneous or mood (non-regular tanners 
with spontaneous patterns strongly influenced by mood); 
regular year-round (tan weekly or biweekly) and mixed 
(have both regular tanning periods and shorter periods 
associated with special events). Researchers compared 
demographic, behavioral, and psychosocial information 
for each of these groups.

“Event tanners (53.6 percent) tanned the least, started 
tanning the latest and scored lowest on measures of 
attitudes, social norms and tanning dependence measures,” 
the authors write. “Regular year-round tanners (11.9 
percent) started the earliest, tanned at the highest levels 
and scored the highest on the attitude, social norms and 
tanning dependence measures. Spontaneous or mood 
tanners (6 percent) were similar to event tanners but with 
a mood component to their tanning.” Mixed tanners (28.6 
percent) displayed a mixture of behaviors of regular and 
event tanning types. 

“The results of this study emphasize the fact that ‘one size 
fits all’ does not apply when it comes to indoor tanning,” 
Hillhouse concludes. “By labeling tanners by behavioral 
type and adjusting our interactions based on those types, 
we will have a more accurate picture of our patients and 
be more effective in our health care messages.”

This research was supported in part by a grant from the 
American Cancer Society and a grant from the National 
Cancer Institute to East Tennessee State University. 

Environmental Health Professor 
Testifies Before U.S. Senate 
Committee 

In 2007, Dr. Ken Silver, Assistant 
Professor of Environmental Health, 
testified during a hearing before the 
U.S. Senate Health, Education, Labor 
and Pensions Committee on the need 
to improve the procedure through 
which compensation claims are 
processed for workers made ill during 
their service in the Cold War.

The hearing examined the Energy 
Employees Occupational Illness Compensation Program 
Act (EEOICPA) that was enacted in 2000 to provide 
one-time compensation plus continuing medical 
benefits to workers exposed to beryllium, radiation, and 
other harmful substances while working in a nuclear 
weapons complex.

The Department of Labor is the principal agency with 
duties for administering compensation claims under 
the law.

Silver addressed ways to make the process more 
“claimant friendly.”  Members of the Senate will review 
whether these recommendations can be implemented 
without legislation or whether there is a need to make 
additional improvements to the law.

Professor Serves on Editorial Board 
for Women’s Health Journal

Dr. Amal Khoury, Associate Professor 
of Health Administration, was selected 
to serve on the editorial board of 
Women’s Health Issues.

Khoury came to ETSU in fall 2007 
after serving on the faculty at the 
University of Florida.  She earned 
her Ph.D. from the Johns Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of Public Health.  
Her research interests include 

women’s health care and policy, and she is currently 
conducting studies on access to care for underserved 
populations of women and on cancer control.

Women’s Health Issues (WHI) is currently ranked number 
one in terms of impact factor out of 26 journals in the field 
of women’s studies.  A 2005 article by Khoury published 
in Women’s Health Issues addressed breastfeeding 
initiation in low-income populations and was the second 
most-requested WHI article on ScienceDirect in 2006.  
ScienceDirect is an online resource for scientific, technical, 
and medical journals, books, and information.

Khoury is also an active member of AcademyHealth, 
the national association for health services research and 
policy analysis, in which she is a founding member and 
current chair of the Gender and Health Interest Group.  At 
the same time, she is serving her second term as elected 
councilor of the American Public Health Association’s 
Medical Care Section, for which she also chairs the 
women’s health committee.

Her research findings about the role of health care system 
perceptions on breast cancer fatalism are expected to be 
published this year.

Dr. Mike Dunn

Dr. Joel 
Hillhouse

Dr. Tiejian Wu

Dr. Ken Silver

Dr. Amal Khoury

2007-08 New Faculty
•	 Tim Baylor, Instructor, Public Health  

(Health Services Administration)

•	 Dr. Nathan Fethke, Assistant Professor, 
Environmental Health

•	 Dr. Joel Hillhouse, Professor, Public Health 
(Psychoneuroimmunology)

•	 Dr. Amal Khoury, Associate Professor, Public Health 
(Health Services Administration)

•	 Michael McKamey, Instructor, Public Health  
(Public Health Education)

•	 Dr. Padmanabhan Rengasamy, Assistant Professor, 
Health Sciences (Anatomy)



ETSU Celebrates 
National “Program of 
the Year” Award 

Community partners, preceptors, and alumni 
joined ETSU during a ceremony on Saturday, Feb. 
16, celebrating the university’s recent honor as 
“Program of the Year” from the National Rural Health 
Association (NRHA).

Dr. Paul David Moore, President of NRHA, was among 
the distinguished guests.

The award recognized ETSU’s Community 
Partnerships for Health Professions Education 
Program – created through a $6 million grant from the 
W.K. Kellogg Foundation in 1991 – that is designed 
to prepare health professions practitioners who will 
work in rural underserved communities.  It began 
with rural educational partnerships in Johnson and 
Hawkins counties where ETSU students worked with 
community members to identify and address health 
concerns, including childhood obesity, diabetes, 
cancer, rural disaster preparedness, and youth risk 
behaviors.

Through the years, the Kellogg model has been 
sustained and used to form new partnerships with 
Unicoi, Hancock, Carter, Greene, Cocke, Sevier, 
Sullivan, and Washington counties, and also with 
the regional African-American and Hispanic 
communities.

Since its inception, more than 500 ETSU students 
have participated in rural community-based 
interdisciplinary courses.  The program was initially 
designed for medical, nursing, and public health 
students, but opportunities have been expanded 
to include those from social work, nutrition, 
environmental health, and psychology.

Many graduates have remained in these rural 
communities to practice and have helped to stabilize 
and to reduce shortages in rural health care systems 
throughout the region.  Significant outcomes from the 
program include:

•	 Among the 484 ETSU Rural Track Graduates, 
72 percent are serving in rural counties, and 92 
percent are practicing in whole/partial Medically 
Underserved Area (MUA) counties;

•	 From ETSU’s Department of Family Medicine,  
86 percent of the residency graduates are 
practicing in rural counties with MUA and/or 
Health Professions Shortage Area (HPSA) 
designation; and 

•	 The ETSU College of Nursing has witnessed 81 
percent of its nurse practitioner graduates enter 
practice in a rural MUA and/or HPSA designated 
county.

NRHA President Dr. Paul David Moore presents 
award to President Stanton.

Outside the Classroom
Several students presented, in conjunction with faculty, at 
the Tennessee Public Health Association:

Visualizing Socio-economic Determinants of Prostate 
Cancer; Shannon Shropshire, JW Drane, Eugene 
Lengerich. Tennessee Public Health Association. 
Nashville, TN October, 2007.

Stroke Mortality in Rural and Metropolitan Appalachia; 
Kelly Cole, Jim Anderson, George Howard. Tennessee 
Public Health Association. Nashville, TN October, 2007.

Distribution of Cardiovascular Disease Services in 
Tennessee; Roberta Hern, T. Aldrich, Zahid Samad. 
Tennessee Public Health Association. Nashville, TN 
October, 2007.

Community Health Status Indicators for Public Health 
Assessment; Jonathan Savoy, Mark McCalman, Tim 
Aldrich. Tennessee Public Health Association. Nashville, 
TN October, 2007.

Lisa Gallagher, graduate student in environmental 
health, presented at the 5th International Conference 
on Oxidation and Reduction Technologies for In Situ 
Treatment of Soil and Groundwater, 24-27 Sept 2007 in 
Niagara Falls, NY.

Kim Hall, a doctoral student in environmental health, 
presented a research poster at the 108th General 
Meeting of the American Society of Microbiology 
in Boston. The poster is entitled “Application of 

Multivariate Statistical Analyses to Microbial Water 
Quality Parameters in Four Geographically Similar 
Creeks in Northeast Tennessee to Identify Patterns 
Associating Land Use to Fecal Pollution Sources.”

Liang Wang, MPH student, recently had his thesis 
proposal, “An Epidemiological Study of Maternal 
Depression”, reviewed by the ETSU Graduate Council 
and was awarded funding of $500.

Kelly Moore presented at the Fifth International 
Conference on Oxidation and Reduction Technologies 
for In Situ Treatment of Soil and Groundwater,  
24-27 Sept 2007 in Niagara Falls, NY. Her presentation, 
co-authored by M. Crimi and S. Hilling, was entitled “A 
Guideline of Parameters to Measure When Using ISCO 
to Remediate Contaminated Groundwater.”

Mark Quickel also presented at the 5th International 
Conference on Oxidation and Reduction Technologies 
for In Situ Treatment of Soil and Groundwater,  
24-27 Sept 2007 in Niagara Falls, NY. His presentation, 
co-authored by M. Crimi and S. Ko, was entitled “1-
Dimensional Experimental Evaluation of the Impacts of 
Porous Media Type and Use of Particle Stabilization Aids 
on MnO2 Transport During Permanganate ISCO.”

Michele Gourley, MD/MPH student in epidemiology, 
recently completed her field internship with PREDISAN 
in rural Honduras.

Vision
The ETSU College of Public Health is the school of choice 
for students who want to improve the health of people 
from the state, the region, the nation, and the world.

1. Provide public health students and practitioners with 
the academic, professional, and practical 
skills necessary to meet the health needs of the 
region, the state, the nation, and the world.

2. Advance the science of public health through 
research focused on identifying practical 
solutions to leading health challenges.

3. Collaborate with public and private partners to 
identify and meet public health priorities.

4. Improve the health status of all people including 
those in underserved communities through 
education, evidence-based advocacy, and 
partnerships.

5. Contribute to the quality of life at East Tennessee 
State University through instruction, 
research, and service.

ALTRUISM: We believe in nurturing a sense of 
altruism and benevolence toward the less fortunate 
on the part of our faculty, staff and students.

COMMUNITY SERVICE: We seek to strengthen the 
communities we serve, including our neighborhoods, 
our academic community, and our professional 
associations, by building collaborative partnerships, 

taking leadership positions, and contributing our 
knowledge, skills, and commitment.

DIGNITY: We treat all people with unwavering dignity 
and respect.

DIVERSITY: We embrace diversity and seek to attract 
and retain diverse faculty, staff, and student bodies.

EDUCATION: We recognize that our greatest 
obligation is to assure that our students develop the 
knowledge, practical skills, and life-long learning 
habits, to allow them to take their place among the 
leaders of their professions.

EXCELLENCE: We are dedicated to excellence in 
teaching, scholarly activity, and community and 
professional service.

INTEGRITY: We adhere to the highest ethical 
standards of honesty and fairness, and we recognize 
that integrity and ethical behavior are essential 
elements of our professions.

RESEARCH: We are committed to conducting basic 
and applied research to advance the science base 
for public health decision-making and to promote 
community health and development.

TEAMWORK: All parts of the College—students, 
faculty, and staff—enjoy a close-knit relationship 
and opportunities for formal and informal 
interpersonal exchange.

Partners in Improving Health is a publication of the Office of the Dean, College of Public 
Health, East Tennessee State University.
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Alumnotes
The Tennessee Public Health Association 2007 Public Health Group Award was presented to the Washington County 
Health Department for its work with school-based BMI screening. The work was completed by, and the award 
accepted by, two ETSU alumna, Paula Masters and Christen Minnick. Congratulations to Paula and Christen.

The Rural Health Association of Tennessee has named Connie Givens as its Rural Health Worker of the Year. Connie 
runs Tennessee’s nationally recognized Coordinated School Health (CHS) program—the first state-wide program of 
its kind. She is an alumna of our college and an adjunct faculty member, and she works as a close partner with the 
college through the CSH project. 

East Tennessee State University is a Tennessee Board of 
Regents institution and is fully in accord with the belief that 
educational and employment opportunities should be available 
to all eligible persons without regard to age, gender, color, 
race, religion, national origin, disability, veteran status, or 
sexual orientation. ETSU is a Tobacco-Free Campus. Effective 
Aug. 11, 2008, all use of tobacco is restricted to private 
vehicles. Printed by East Tennessee State University Press. 
TBR 220-044-07 1M

We want our alumni, our friends, and our supporters to 
be a part of our excitement for the new ETSU College of 
Public Health. Your involvement is absolutely essential to 
achieve our commitment to excellence in the classroom, in 
the lab, and in the community. 

Whether you’re a graduate or a friend, your involvement 
and your support for the College of Public Health creates 
scholarship opportunities, strengthens our research efforts, 

and builds resources to help us achieve our goals. 

Our annual fund-raising Phonathon is a Mail-a-Thon 
this spring. We mailed information to you in March. We 
hope the information reached you and that you learned 
more about the new college and you better understand the 
important role that it will play in improving the health of 
the Northeast Tennessee/Southwest Virginia region.  

We also hope that you will stay connected to your College 
and your Department by communicating with us, stopping 
by when you’re in the Johnson City area, or visiting our 
new web site at http://www.etsu.edu/cph/default.aspx.

If you did not have an opportunity to respond to our 
Mail-A-Thon yet or you did not receive the mailing, 
please complete the form below and return it to us with 
your pledge or gift. 

NAME(S)                      DEGREES/DATES

HOME ADDRESS

BUSINESS ADDRESS

EMAIL ADDRESS HOME PHONE NO. BUSINESS PHONE NO.                   FAX NO.

Enclosed is my/our gift of:  $5,000 $1,000 $500 $250 $100 $50 $25 Other__________

Check or money order, payable to: ETSU Foundation

My/Our pledge of $__________ is payable over:  1 year 2 years 3 years 4 years 5 years

Please remind me:   Semi-Annually  Annually  Quarterly  Reminders to begin ______________ 

Payment via:   VISA   MasterCard Discover    Account No. _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _  Exp. Date__________

Please contact me about making a stock/other securities transfer

College of Public Health Mail-a-thon Form E A S T  T E N N E S S E E  S T A T E  U N I V E R S I T Y

See back, please…

Public Health
College of

Distinguished Public Health Leaders Visit ETSU
Major figures in public health visited the ETSU campus 
during the 2007-08 year as part of the “Leading Voices 
in Public Health” lecture series. Hosted by the College of 
Public Health and the Public Health Student Association, 
the presentations included topics such as health literacy in 
the United States, HIV/AIDS in Botswana, a former Senate 
Majority Leader’s view of health diplomacy, the impact of 
indoor air pollution on human health, the growth of public 
health schools, and a former Surgeon General’s perspective 
on major challenges facing the health system.

Presenters included Dr. Nathan Stinson, President, Center 
for Multicultural Health; The Honorable William H. 
Frist, M.D.;  Susan Cooper, M.S.N., R.N., Commissioner, 

Tennessee Department of Health; Dr. Linda Distlerath, 
Senior Vice President, APCO Worldwide; Dr. Harrison 
Spencer, President and CEO, Association of Schools of 
Public Health; Dr. William Martin, Associate Director, 
National Institute for Environmental Health Sciences; 
and The Honorable David Satcher, M.D., Ph.D., the 16th 
Surgeon General.

The series began in 2006-07 when ETSU welcomed HIV/
AIDS expert Renslow Scherer and former U.S. Surgeon 
General Richard Carmona. If you would like to be put on 
the mailing list for future lectures and special programs, 
send an email to grice@etsu.edu.

Distlerath Spencer

Stinson Frist Cooper

Martin Satcher

Thanks  
in advance  

for your  
support!

New Name... 
And a New Look!
Special thanks to Dr. Mike Stoots (Public Health) who 
oversaw the development of the college’s new web site.  
Visit us at http://www.etsu.edu/cph/default.aspx


