
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Friends of the College of Public Health: 
 
There are many trends that are impacting higher education.  Increased “on-line” degrees and certificates; increased use of “massive 
open on-line courses” (MOOCs); an increased focus on the needs of working professionals;  and the movement towards academic 
credit based on prior learning and experience are just some of the changes that are impacting the landscape of higher education. 
 
There are also important changes occurring related to the content of what we teach.   Two recent efforts coordinated by the Associa-
tion of Schools and Programs of Public Health are worth noting. 
 
Just a few days ago, ASPPH released “A Master of Public Health Degree for the 21st Century” that articulates key considerations, de-
sign features and critical content of the core of the MPH degree going forward. http://www.aspph.org/userfiles/
MPHPanelReportFINAL_2014-01-09-final.pdf   For those of you still in school, or considering returning for an MPH, this document 
should be a useful view of how public health professionals see the future  training needs of the profession.  For those of you in the 
work force considering “updating” your skills, this document, especially page 5, might provide a roadmap of how you should focus 
your training. 
 
In 2012, ASPPH released the “Recommended Critical Component Elements of an Undergraduate Major in Public Health.”  http://
www.asph.org/userfiles/cce_2012-08-03-final.pdf   This document took a similar step in defining the needs for someone pursuing an 
undergraduate degree in public health.   Again, those of you wishing to focus on developing your skills may wish to look at page 2 and 
3 of this document. 
 
I am pleased to report that, over the past 2 years, each of the five departments in the College  has systematically gathered infor-
mation from a broad cross-section of working professionals and employers to assure that our graduates will be optimally prepared to 
enter the workforce.   You can review our current curricula on our Academics and Programs site. http://www.etsu.edu/cph/
academics/default.aspx    If you have any thoughts, comments, or suggestions on our curricula, please share them with me.   

For those of you in the field who are interested in furthering your education, I would refer you to  our website to learn more about 
the three MPH concentrations, or our graduate or undergraduate certificates that are available online:  http://www.etsu.edu/cph/
onlineeducation/default.aspx  

As higher education, as a totality, and as our professional areas, in specific, continue to evolve, we are committed to constantly 
benchmarking our programs against the very best practices of the professions to assure that our graduates enter their fields with the 
skills, knowledge, and expertise necessary to succeed.  
 
Best Wishes,  
 
 
 
Randy 
PS  Please remember:  it is not too late to get your influenza vaccine.   As of the beginning of this week, 40 states were reporting 
“widespread flu activity” according to the CDC.  http://www.cdc.gov/flu/  According to the CDC “If you have not gotten your flu vac-
cine yet this season, you should get one now.”  
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