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Dean’s Message 

Dear Friends of the College of Public Health: 
 
I am pleased to share with you the Winter 2012/2013 
Newsletter for the College of Public Health.  Thanks, 
once again, to Janet Stork for compiling this information 
and these photographs and for creating the Newsletter. 
 
This edition of the Newsletter celebrates some truly im-
pressive accomplishments of the College, its faculty, 
staff, and students.  As you will see, there have been 
some remarkable awards and recognitions received, 
some important new additions to the College family, and 
dozens and dozens of publications and presentations 
that have presented the scholarly work of the College on 
a National and International stage. 
 
For our retirees, I hope that this Newsletter helps to give 
you confidence that we are continuing to build on the leg-
acy that you created. 
 
For our alumni, I hope that this Newsletter helps to keep 
you connected with your alma mater and with new ad-
vances in our professional fields. 
 
For our many friends-in this region and beyond-I hope 
that this Newsletter assures you that your support of the 
College is well-founded. 
 
For our faculty, staff, and students, I hope that this News-
letter serves as a small way of saying thank you for all 
that you do to assure that the College provides “A World- 
Class Education in the World-Class Environment.” 
 
Thanks and best wishes, to you all, 

 
 
 

Randy Wykoff, MD, MPH & TM 
Professor and Dean 
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Dr. Randy Wykoff speaks at Regional Health Forum 

Dr. Allan Forsman Selected as Commencement Speaker 

 Allan Forsman, associate professor in ETSU College of Public Health’s Depart-
ment of Health Sciences, was invited by ETSU President Brian Noland to be the keynote 
speaker at this December’s university-wide graduation.   
 The recipient of ETSU’s 2012 Distinguished Faculty Award in Teaching, Dr.    
Forsman has created an extensive catalog of audiovisual teaching aids for his courses—
Human Anatomy, as well as Anatomy and Physiology I and II—to complement and en-
hance the textbook and lab models. 
 Dr. Forsman’s teaching influence extends far beyond the ETSU campus through 
his contributions to the iTunes educational platform. He has posted hundreds of anatomy 
lecture podcasts and videocasts on the ETSU-iTunes website that have been 
downloaded hundreds of thousands of times. During one two-week period, more than 
100,000 downloads of his lectures were made, resulting in him being one of the nation’s 
most “downloaded” professors on iTunes.     Students from as far away as Australia, 

Europe, Africa and Canada who have downloaded his podcasts and videocasts have written him letters of appreciation. 
 Dr. Forsman earned his baccalaureate degree in biological science at the University of North Dakota. He re-
mained at the university for his graduate and doctoral degrees.  Prior to his arrival at ETSU, he held a teaching position at 
Utica (N.Y.) College and served as a laboratory manager/radiation officer in BioServe Space Technologies at the        
University of Colorado. In addition, Dr. Forsman previously held a faculty appointment at the College of Osteopathic Medi-
cine of the Pacific in California and was a post-doctoral fellow at the NASA Specialized Center of Research and Training 
in Gravitational Biology, located at Kansas State University. 

 The East Tennessee Regional Health Forum was held on June 28, 2012, at the General Morgan Inn in downtown 
Greeneville, Tennessee. Co-sponsored by the Tennessee Institute of Public Health (housed at the ETSU College of Public 
Health),  the Niswonger Foundation, and theTusculum Institute for Public Leadership and Policy, the forum was one of 
three events across Tennessee, designed to bring a broad cross-section of community leaders together to discuss how the 
County Health Rankings & Roadmaps can support regional efforts to improve health. 
 In addition to opening remarks by Ginny Kidwell, Director of the Tennessee Institute of Public Health, and Nancy 
Dishner, Vice President of the Niswonger Foundation and Executive Director of the Tusculum Institute for Public         
Leadership and Policy, the program included a presentation by Dr. Randy Wykoff, Dean of the College of Public Health at 
East Tennessee State University, titled “Education, Economic Development, and Public Health.” In his closing comments, 
local business leader, philanthropist, and founder of the Niswonger Foundation, Scott Niswonger, commented on the im-
portance of education, business, government, and the health sector working together to address regional health chal-
lenges. 
 The County Health Rankings & Roadmaps are released annually by the University of Wisconsin Population Health 
Institute and sponsored by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. They provide county-specific data on a wide variety of 
health-related issues and can serve as a vital source of information for regional planners. The annual release of the 
County Health Rankings within Tennessee is coordinated by the Tennessee Institute of Public Health and ETSU College 
of Public Health in cooperation with the Tennessee Department of Health. Information on the Tennessee Institute of Public 
Health is available at http://www.etsu.edu/tniph .  The other two 2012 regional events, sponsored by the Tennessee Insti-
tute of Public Health and the ETSU College of Public Health with support from the University of Wisconsin Population 
Health Institute and Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, included the West Tennessee Regional Health Forum in Jackson 

on May 10th and the Upper Cumberland Regional Health Forum in Cookeville on July 27th. 

http://www.etsu.edu/tniph


Welcome! 
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The Health Services Management & Policy Department welcomed Dr. Robin Pendley as ten-
ure-track Assistant Professor.  Dr. Pendley completed her DrPH in Health Management and 
Policy at the University of Kentucky School of Public Health. Her research interests pertain to 
Public Health Services and Systems Research, and particularly around public health work-
force issues, practice-based research, quality improvement, and health outcomes.  Dr.      
Pendley will teach in the areas of health services administration and quality improvement, and 
will be involved in the advising and mentoring of students.  In addition to her faculty role, Dr. 
Pendley serves as Secretary of the Health Administration Section of the American Public 
Health Association. 

The Health Services Management & Policy Department welcomed Dr. Kimberly Adelman 
as Clinical Instructor.  An experienced health care administrator, Dr. Adelman brings the 
practice perspective into her classes which emphasize practical skills and problem-based 
learning.  Having served both as Director of Rehabilitation and Post-Acute Services within 
the Mountain States Health Alliance system and as a health care consultant, she now de-
votes her passion for health care to preparing public health students for the workforce.  Kim 
teaches in the areas of health services administration, quality improvement, human re-
sources management in health care, and strategic planning in health care. She also serves 
as an Examiner with the Tennessee Center for Performance Excellence, which oversees 
the Baldridge Quality Awards for the State of Tennessee. 

The Community & Behavioral Health Department welcomed Dr. Jodi Southerland as Clinical 
Instructor. Dr. Southerland brings several years of experience as a Graduate Assistant for 
Coordinated School Health evaluation and school-based health promotion programming. 
She was a member of the evaluation team for Tennessee Coordinated School Health from 
January 2009 to June 2010. Dr. Southerland currently serves as a co-investigator on a fed-
erally funded research project focused on obesity prevention among rural Appalachian 
teens. The project, Team Up for Healthy Living, incorporates college students as peer facili-
tators to delivery a message of healthy eating and activity behaviors to students in high 
school Lifetime Wellness classes. She is also the key facilitator for the Team Up for Healthy 
Living Steering Committee. Jodi teaches in the areas of community health, health promo-
tion, and gerontology.  

Ms. Mikki Johnson-Maczka is a clinical instructor in the Department of 
Community & Behavioral Health. She graduated from ETSU with a    
master’s in Public Health in May of 2012. Ms. Johnson-Maczka teaches 
courses in community health, first aid and emergency care, family health 
and human sexuality, and lifetime behaviors for healthy living. She is a 
member of the Undergraduate Curriculum Revision Committee, American 

Public Health Association, and Tennessee Public Health Association.  
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Dr. Megan Quinn joined the Department of Biostatistics and Epidemiology as an Assistant 
Professor in August 2012.  She received her DrPH in Epidemiology in May 2012 from the 
College of Public Health, East Tennessee State University. Megan also has an MSc in 
Public Health Research from the University of Edinburgh and a BA in Psychology from 
Wesleyan College. While a doctoral student Megan was heavily involved in student activi-
ties, serving as VP of the ETSU Graduate and Professional Student Association, Gradu-
ate President of the ETSU Public Health Student Association and as a member of ETSU 
President’s Pride.  Her research interests include cancer epidemiology, health disparities, 
international health, maternal and child health, and community- based participatory re-
search. 

The LIFEPATH Public Health Training Center welcomed Ms. Dara Young, who will 
serve in the newly created position of Data and Evaluation Specialist. Dara previously 
worked at the Mountain View Correctional Institution in North Carolina for eight years in 
the Administration Department.  She was responsible to the Correctional Administrator 
for coordination of all administrative duties and data for the facility. Dara received her 
B.S. in Financial Accounting from the University of North Carolina and is currently pur-
suing a M.Ed. in Media and Educational Technology here at ETSU. She resides in 
Hampton with her husband, Brandon, and son, Grayson. 

The LIFEPATH Public Health Training Center welcomed Ms. Christen Minnick, who 
will serve as Program Coordinator.  Christen comes to us from the Northeast        
Tennessee Regional Health Office where she, for 1 1/2 years, was the Regional 
Health Promotion Director.  In this role Christen was responsible for the health      
promotion and disease prevention activities in the health departments for the seven 
counties in Northeast Tennessee.  Christen received her BSPH from our college in 
2004 and will receive her MPH in Health Services Administration in May 2013. She 
resides with her husband, David, in Kingsport. 

Becky Fee has joined the Dean’s Office as the Research Services                 
Manager.  Becky comes to the College of Public Health from the Office of Re-
search and Sponsored Programs where she most recently worked for the Institu-
tional Review Board. She is from Bristol, TN, and is an East Tennessee State 
University graduate with a Bachelor of Business Administration. She is married 
with a full house that includes two children (ages 11 and 7), a nephew (age 17), 
and several furry friends! She enjoys serving the community alongside her fam-
ily, church, and friends! 

Mr. Sean Hoyle joined the Dean's Office staff in July 2012 as the Data Services Manager.  In this capacity, Sean will 
be responsible for data pertaining to students, academics, enrollment and accreditation.  He brings a strong data and 
project management skill set to this position.  Most recently, Sean was with the Tennessee LIFEPATH Public Health 
Training Center, where he was Project Coordinator.  
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Service Awards 

 

Departmental News Submitted 

 The Health Services Management & Policy Department welcomed its incoming class of MPH students in August 2012.  
A highly competitive and diverse group of students, the incoming class included students from  across the United 
States, as well as from Kenya and Ghana.  Students enrolled in either the on-ground or online MPH programs in 
Health Services Administration.  All full-time on-ground students secured Graduate Assistant (GA) or Tuition Scholar 
(TS) positions within the department or the university.  Not only do those positions provide financial support to the stu-
dents, but they also offer experiential learning through supervised teaching, research, or administrative opportunities. 

 Kurt Maier recently attended the 33rd Annual Society of Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry (SETAC) meeting 
on November 11-15, where he officially became the Vice President of SETAC, NA. 

 Ken Silver, in conjunction with Kathleen Raymen of Nursing, organized a panel discussion on qualitative research at 
the Tennessee Board of Regents’ meeting held at Austin Peay in Clarksville, TN, on October 15. They were joined by 
Jeff Miller, an Oak Ridge industrial hygienist who is completing his dissertation on beryllium at UTK.  The panel was 
titled “Beryllium:  National Security, Genetic Testing, and Psychosocial Issues.”  Attendees were given a participatory 
exercise first developed by Marcia Oursler, an MPH candidate in Environmental Health. 

 Along with Joe Florence, MD of Family Medicine, Ken Silver presented “integrating occupational health into a third- 
year medical clerkship in community medicine” at an APHA Roundtable, which prompted lively discussion with inter-
ested attendees. 

ETSU recently honored faculty and staff members at the annual service awards breakfast.  A total of 420 employees 
were recognized for a total combined 5, 365 years of service to ETSU and the state of Tennessee.  The following indi-
viduals from the College of Public Health were recognized: 

Amal Khoury 
Five Years 

Fran Gaby 
Fifteen Years 

Chuck Patton 
Ten Years 

Bert Lampson 
Twenty Years 

Mary Ann Littleton 
Ten Years 

Rickie Carter, the Executive Aide in the Department of Biostatistics and Epidemiology, 
graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Psychology with a minor in Human             
Development and Learning.  On December 6, she was inducted in the Honor Society 
of PHI KAPPA PHI.   
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ETSU’s Dr. Brian C. Martin, an Associate Professor in the Department of Health Services           
Management and Policy, was interviewed by regional media about the economic challenges facing 
small, independent, non-profit hospitals.  Dr. Martin, whose research focus includes financing and 
access to health care services, noted that such hospitals have, since the 1980s, been looking for 
ways to survive in an ever-increasing competitive market with decreasing reimbursements.  Some 
have been successful in identifying and competing in niche markets, but most have merged with or 
been acquired by larger hospital systems.  In extreme cases hospitals have closed their doors, leav-
ing communities without convenient access to health care services and significantly decreasing em-
ployment rates and economic outcomes.  There are advantages to small hospitals joining a larger 
health care system, including having a source for needed capital, access to clinical and administra-

tive expertise, the opportunity to participate in managed care contracts, and the opportunity to reduce costs.  However, 
independent hospitals typically have the ability to provide care at a more personal level, with local control through county- 
or city-appointed boards.  In the end, independent hospitals should evaluate their particular circumstances in light of op-
portunities to maintain the health status of their communities and meet their missions. 

Dr. Brian Martin interviewed on challenges facing rural hospitals 

Two from ETSU College of Public Health elected to TPHA leadership 

positions 

Paula Masters, director of the LIFEPATH program at East Tennessee State University’s College of Public Health, 
has been chosen as president-elect of the Tennessee Public Health Association (TPHA).   

Masters is one of two faculty representatives from the ETSU College of Public Health voted into senior leader-
ship roles by TPHA members at their recent annual meeting. Dr. Mike Stoots was elected vice president of the TPHA 
East Region. 

Two College of Public Health students were appointed to leadership positions by their peers. Rachel Ward was 
selected as chairwoman of the Student Section and Christian Williams was chosen as East Tennessee representative 
for the Student Section. Both are Doctoral students in the Department of Community and Behavioral Health.  

A graduate of both the undergraduate and master of public health programs in the College of Public Health, 
Masters worked for seven years at the county and regional levels before being appointed director of LIFEPATH. 
Founded in 2010 by a grant from the U.S. Health Resources and Services Administration and housed in the College of 
Public Health, LIFEPATH is Tennessee’s only Public Health Training Center. It provides academic and non-academic 
training opportunities for Public Health professionals across the Volunteer State and Southwest Virginia. 

In addition to her duties as director of LIFEPATH, Masters is also an instructor in the Department of Health   
Services Management and Policy, while Stoots is an assistant professor in the ETSU Department of Community and 
Behavioral Health and coordinator of undergraduate public health programs for the college. 

Pictured Left to Right 
 

Mrs. Paula Masters 
Dr. Mike Stoots 

Ms. Rachel Ward 
Ms. Christian Williams 



Annual Faculty and Staff Picnic 
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On August 22, the College of Public Health hosted its annual picnic at Rotary Park.  In addition to enjoying great barbecue 
with the faculty, staff, retirees and other guest, the College had the pleasure of welcoming several new members of our 
College family.  We were also very pleased to be joined by ETSU President Brian Noland and Chief Operating Officer   
Wilsie Bishop. 
The picnic is also the time, each year, when we get to celebrate some truly outstanding accomplishments from the past 
year.  This included presentation of the following awards: 
 2012 College of Public Health Outstanding Staff Award:  Janet Stork 
 2012 College of Public Health Foundation Service Award:  Brian Martin 
 2012 College of Public Health Foundation Research Award:  Xuefeng Liu 
 2012 College of Public Health Foundation Teaching Award:  Laraine Powers 
 2012 Dean’s Recognition Award for Outstanding Contributions to the College of Public Health: 

 Individual Award:  Mike Stoots 
 Group Award:  LIFEPATH:  The Tennessee Public Health Training Center: 
 Karen Ervin, Sean Hoyle, Brian Martin, Paula Masters, Rob Pack, and Shirley Schultz 
 Group Award:  The Department and Office Executive Aides: 
 Rickie Carter, Carolyn Casto, Phyllis Cooper, Chuck Patton, Trisha Rogers, Shirley Schultz and
 Janet Stork   

Retirees and Guests Left to Right 
Ann Bailey, Ralph Coffman, Nancy Coffman, Gene McCoy, Jay Allen, Stephen Gernt, Shirley Morgan, Sue Barr, Creg 
Bishop, Troy Burrow, Randy Wykoff, Bruce Goodrow, Brian Noland, Cal Garland, Wilsie Bishop, MT Morgan, and Bob  
Patton 



College of Public Health placed first in Pride Decorating Contest 
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Allan Forsman wins University Award 

 Allan Forsman, an Associate Professor in the Department of Health  
Sciences, received ETSU’s 2012 Distinguished Faculty Award in Teaching.  
This university-wide award is selected by faculty peers and reflects Allan’s out-
standing accomplishments providing his students a wide range of learning op-
portunities.  
 The College of Public Health Faculty Awards Committee, that nomi-
nated Dr. Forsman for this award, noted that he “has been in the vanguard of 
professors [who] have integrated technology into their existing courses.” 
 In addition to accolades from ETSU students, Allan has received emails 
from students from other states and nations who, though not enrolled at ETSU, 
are still able to access his  online materials, which have been downloaded thou-
sands of times a week.   
 As the 2012 Distinguished Faculty Award in Teaching recipient, Dr. 
Forsman received a medallion, a plaque and a check.  In addition, he will have 
the singular honor of leading the next two commencement ceremonies, and 
serving as a part of the platform party, as the Mace Bearer.    Congratulations to  
Allan! 

Pictured Left to Right 
ETSU Provost Bert Bach, Allan    
Forsman and Vice President for  

University Advancement Richard 
Manahan  

To launch ETSU Pride Week, the campus and community once again decorated their doors, windows, and offices in honor 
of this year’s theme:  “Proud to be a Buccaneer.”  The Dean’s Office for the College of Public Health participated by turning 
the hallway outside their door into a huge pirate ship.  The inside of the ship…...and the first prize! 



Dr. Joel Hillhouse Received CDC Grant to Study Private Tanning 

Facilities 
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Dr. Joel Hillhouse, a professor in the ETSU College of Public Health Department of Community and Behavioral 
Health, together with Dr. Sherry Pagoto, associate professor of medicine at the University of Massachusetts Medical 
School, have received grant funding from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention  (CDC) to study the availability 
and use of private tanning facilities. The two universities will divide the study along geographic lines.  Hillhouse’s research 
team will investigate the availability and use of tanning beds in rural areas, while Massachusetts researchers will explore 
their use in urban environments.  

Hillhouse’s investigations of tanning, particularly that of teens and college students, have received national at-
tention, and his research is also funded by the National Institutes of Health.  But there have been no studies on the avail-
ability and use of alternatives to traditional salons, and Hillhouse is concerned that regulation of those businesses could 
also bear unintended consequences. 
 The CDC is providing $598,006 to fund its study. 

ETSU becomes one of only 15 schools to offer dual PharmD/MPH program 

 East Tennessee State University became one of only 15 schools in the nation where students can simultaneously 
pursue a doctor of pharmacy degree and a master’s degree in public health.  Beginning with the 2012-13 semester, the Bill 
Gatton College of Pharmacy and the College of Public Health will offer the PharmD/MPH dual academic track.  Students in 
that program will typically complete their curriculum requirements in five years and graduate with a dual degree that pre-
pares them for pharmacy careers that have a public health influence or for conducting pharmaceutical research. 
 ETSU is the only university in Tennessee that offers the dual degree track.  Faculty members from both colleges 
have been collaborating on the curriculum for almost a year, and the university recently received approval from the      
Tennessee Board of Regents (TBR) to begin the program. 
 Students in the dual track can choose from the public health concentrations of biostatistics, community health, 
epidemiology, environmental health, and health services administration.  ETSU began offering an MD/MPH dual track for 
students at the James H. Quillen College of Medicine last year. 

 Dr. Liang Wang, a researcher and assistant professor in the East Tennessee State    
University (ETSU) College of Public Health Department of Biostatistics and Epidemiology, has 
found that children are more at risk of being overweight if they are born of mothers who smoked 
within one year before giving birth.  His study was published in the journal Pediatric Obesity. 
 Wang’s investigation focused on children in first through sixth grade who were classified 
as overweight, specifically those with a body mass index (BMI) that puts them in the 85th percen-
tile or above as compared to their peers.  He drew his conclusions from extensive study of data 
from the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development Study of Early Child Care 
and Youth Development. 
 Dr. Hadii Mamudu, an assistant professor in the ETSU College of Public Health’s       
Department of Health Services Management and Policy, is a co-author on the paper. 

COPH researcher finds women who smoke one year before giving birth 

more likely to have overweight children 



Arsham Alamian-“The study of metabolic syndrome among Hispanic families in Johnson City, TN” 
 
Liang Wang-“Age differences in the association of behavioral/social factors with stroke” 
 
Ranjan Chakraborty-“Structural analysis of site directed mutant FhuA proteins” 
 
Hadii Mamudu- “Stakeholder analysis of adoption and implementation of statewide smoke-free policy in a tobacco-
producing state:  Tennessee Non-Smokers Protection Act” 
 
Andy Nauli- “Characterizing intestinal dietary fat particles isolated from intestinal cell culture model” 
 
Edward Onyango- “Expression of gastrointestinal mucins in diabetes mellitus” 
 
Effiong Otukonyong- “Effects of intracerebroventricular leptin on milk availability and prolactin hormone levels in lactating 
rats” 
 
Chris Pritchett- “Identification of Pseudomonas aeruginosa virulence factors using transposon mutagenesis and dictyos-
telium discoideum” 
 
Phil Scheuerman- “Using solar radiation to turn polluted water into potable water from a local lake” 
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RDC Grants by Faculty 

Contracts by Faculty 

Grants by Faculty-ETSU Honors College 

Other Grants by Faculty 

Phil Scheuerman and Brian Evanshen-Contract through Overmountain Chapter, Trout Unlimited to conduct a water analy-
sis of Dick Creek in Unicoi County. 

Ken Silver “Expert and non-expert rankings of ergonomic stressors in the regional tomato industry, using the rapid entire 
body assessment (REBA) method” 

Ken Silver (University of Kentucky Research Foundation)- “Tomato worker ergonomics:  REBA panel evaluation of video” 
 
Kesheng Wang (NIH)- “Tim-3-mediated IL-12 dysregulation in antiviral response to HCV infection” 

Student/Faculty Collaborative Grants 

Allan Forsman- “Ovarian modifications in mice exposed to whole-body radiation” 
 
Andy Nauli- “Dose-dependent effect of dietary fat and collagen on chylomicron secretion” 
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Lecture Series Events 

Breakfast with the Experts 

COPH Grand Rounds 

Environmental Health Seminar Series 

 David Mcgee, PhD, Director, and Wayne Speer, Assistant Director, at ETSU’s Career and Internship Services- “Beginning Your 

Career in Public Health: Strategies for a Successful Job Search” 

 

 Bruce Behringer, Deputy Commissioner for Continuous Improvement & Training at Tennessee Department of Health- “From 

ETSU to TDH:  Lessons in Professional Transitions” 

 

 Tony Benton, MBA, Vice President and Chief Executive Officer at Franklin Woods Community Hospital- “Transitions to the 

Accountable Care Organization” 

 

 Jennifer Valentine, MSN, RN, Director of Quality Improvement and Accreditation at Knox County Health Department- 

“Quality Improvement and Accreditation in Public Health” 

 Linda Nilson, PhD, Director, Office of Teaching Effectiveness and Innovation at Clemson University- “The Graphic Syllabus: 

Communicating Your Course Creatively” 

 

 Randy Wykoff, MD, MPH, & TM,  Dean of ETSU’s College of Public Health, and Mike Stoots, EdD, Assistant Professor in the 

Department of Community and Behavioral Health- “Introduction to the ESSENTIALS and Project EARTH” 

 

 Ian Lapp, PhD, Associate Dean for Strategic Educational Initiatives at Harvard School of Public Health- “From Competencies to 

Change Agents” 

 Cory Click-“Toxicology of the Venom from Agkistrodon contortrix, Copperhead Snake” 
 Chris Green -“Toxicology of Grayanotoxin” 
 Stephen McLane-“Toxicology of Vinyl Chloride” 
 Marcia Oursler-“The Toxicology of Isotretinoin”   
 Lok Pokhrel -“How Small is Different:  Nanoparticles in the Environment” 
 Dr. Tony Delucia-“The Built Environment:  Changing Our Focus to Improve Our Health” 
 Cory Click-“Toxicology of Anabolic Steroids”  
 Chris Green -“Toxicology of Ciprofloxacin”  
 Stephen McLane-“Toxicology of Saxitoxin”  
 Marcia Oursler-“The Toxicology of Caffeine”  
 Chris Green -“Comprehensive Land Use Plans and Public Health:  An Example from Pitt County, North Carolina” 

 February 21-Robert S. Lawrence, MD - “Rethinking Water:  The High Meat American Diet is Draining Our Aquifers” 
 March 28-Roberta B. Ness, MD, MPH- “Reimagining Innovation:  Caution’s Erosion of the Modern Research           

University” 
 April 11-Reed V. Tuckson, MD, FACP- “The Imperative for the Integration of Population Health Promotion/Disease 

Prevention and Clinical Care Delivery 
 April 25-Commissioner John Dreyzehner, MD, MPH, FACOEM- “View from the Epicenter of an Evolving Public Health 

Crisis:  Lessons Learned from the Multistate Fungal Meningitis Outbreak” 

Spring Lectures-Save the Date! 
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 A recent trend in higher education has injected a new acronym into the lexicon, beg-
ging the question:  “What is a MOOC?”  MOOC is the acronym for Massive Open Online 
Course, and Harvard University has been a forerunner in the movement.  Last spring, the uni-
versity and Massachusetts Institute of Technology established the EdX partnership, an online 
portal for MOOC courses that now includes the University of California-Berkeley and the    
University of Texas System.  MOOCs can attract tens of thousands of students as the 
courses are open to anyone, but they are not typically offered for academic credit. Tuition is 
usually free, except for an optional assessment of learning.  On October 15th, the Harvard 
School of Public Health began offering “Health in Numbers: Quantitative Methods in Clinical 
and Public Health Research,” one of Harvard’s two inaugural EdX courses, and the only Pub-
lic Health course included in the original seven EdX courses. 

 As part of the Leading Voices in Public Health lecture, Dr. Ian Lapp, Associate Dean for Strategic Educational  
Initiatives at Harvard School of Public Health presented “Disruptive Innovation in Public Health Education:  Should We Be 
Spooked by MOOCs?”  Dr. Lapp is actively involved with the EdX/MOOC effort and with Harvard’s “Roadmap to 2013,” a 
multi-year, educational strategic planning process.   

Associate Dean from Harvard School of Public Health  presented lecture 

LIFEPATH conference includes wide spectrum of topics for health care 

workers 

Maier Named President-Elect for Toxicology and Chemistry Society 

 Kurt Maier, Professor and Interim Chair of the Department of Environmental Health, in the 
ETSU College of Public Health,  has been elected by the board of directors of the Society of         
Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry (North America geographic unit) to serve a three-year term 
as vice president, president, and past-president.  In this capacity, he will also  serve on the Society of 
Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry (SETAC) World Council. 
  Dr. Maier, who received a PhD in Ecology from UC Davis, has been a previous member of 
the SETAC board.  Additional information about Dr. Maier can be found at:  http://www.etsu.edu/cph/
faculty/maierk.aspx  

 SETAC is a not-for-profit, global professional organization comprised of some 6,000 individual members and insti-
tutions from academia, business and government. Since 1979, the Society has provided a forum where scientists, manag-
ers and other professionals exchange information and ideas on the study, analysis and solution of environmental prob-
lems, the management and regulation of natural resources, research and development, and environmental education. 

 Public health professionals learned new skills and enhanced existing ones at a conference sponsored by 
LIFEPATH, Tennessee’s Public Health Training Center, on August 17th.  “Public Health and You” featured expert speak-
ers on a variety of topics suited for a wide range of health professionals.  
 Dr. Joy Wachs, director of the ETSU University and Midway Honors Program, spoke on community partnerships.  
Tony Benton, CEO of Mountain States Health Alliance’s Franklin Woods Community Hospital, focused on Accountable 
Care Organizations, a health care model where groups of physicians, hospitals and other health care providers come to-
gether to coordinate and improve care for patients while also lowering costs.  Joe Smith and Josh Smith brought dual per-
spectives to the topic of media and public relations.  Josh Smith is the evening news anchor for WJHL-TV 11 Connects, 
and Joe Smith is director of media relations for ETSU’s Office of University Relations.  Wrapping the conference up was 
Dr. Mike Stoots, an assistant professor and undergraduate program coordinator for the ETSU College of Public Health, 
who discussed how participants can conduct evaluation of their own organizations to better measure outcomes and suc-
cess. 

http://www.etsu.edu/cph/faculty/maierk.aspx
http://www.etsu.edu/cph/faculty/maierk.aspx
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Presentations by Faculty 

Ken Silver- “Acceptable Techniques for Establishing Causation from Toxic Exposures in the Workplace” -Leadership  
Meeting of Cold War Patriots. 
 
Arsham Alamian- “Individual and social determinants of multiple chronic disease behavioral risk factors among youth” -
Society for Epidemiologic Research 45th Annual Meeting. 
 
Liang Wang- “Cesarean section associated with increased risk for overweight and obesity in grade six children” -          
Epidemiology and Prevention/Nutrition, Physical Activity and Metabolism 2013 Scientific Sessions. 
 
Liang Wang- “Overweight and obesity difference of Chinese population between different urbanization levels”- Westlake 
Summer Youth Forum on Health Policy and Systems Sciences. 
 
Jodi Southerland, Liang Wang, Kasie Richards, Rob Pack, and Deborah Slawson- “Associations of weight misperception 
with health-related quality of life among adults attending a central Appalachian University” -Tennessee Public Health     
Association. 
 
Liang Wang and Deborah Slawson- “Defining weight misperception:  Does use of different methodology result in different 
classification?”-Tennessee Psychological Association 58th Annual Convention. 
 
Liang Wang and Kesheng Wang- “Age differences in risk factors for heart disease:  Data from the 2005 California Health 
Interview Survey (CHIS)” -BIT’s 4th Annual International Congress of Cardiology. 
 
Randy Wykoff- “Framing the future:  The second hundred years of education for public health” -140th APHA Annual   
Meeting. 
 
Liang Wang, Xuefeng Liu, and Kesheng Wang- “Genetic variants in the fat mass and obesity-associated (FTO) gene are 
associated with alcohol dependence in two Caucasian samples” -140th APHA Annual Meeting. 
 
Randy Wykoff- “What are the critical component elements of a bachelor’s degree in public health?” -140th APHA Annual 
Meeting. 
 
Xuefeng Liu- “Generalized latent trait models for multiple correlated health endpoints” -140th APHA Annual Meeting. 
 
Liang Wang, Hadii Mamudu, and T.J. Wu- “Impact of maternal prenatal smoking on the development of childhood over-
weight in school ages” -140th APHA Annual Meeting. 
 
Liang Wang, Xuefeng Liu, Kesheng Wang, and Arsham Alamian- “Investigation of the residents’ health literacy status and 
its risk factors in Jiangsu province of China” -140th APHA Annual Meeting. 
 
Randy Wykoff- “Critical Component Elements of Undergraduate Public Health” -ASPH Associate Deans Meeting and 
ASPH Deans Meeting. 
 
Randy Wykoff- “The health status of Tennessee” -Tennessee Environmental Conference. 
 
Randy Wykoff- “The mingled destiny of global and domestic public health” -2012 Tennessee Global Health Conference. 
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Xuefeng Liu and Kesheng Wang- “Vitamin D deficiency, insufficiency and pulse pressure” -140th APHA Annual Meeting. 
 
Ken Silver- “Genetic susceptibility testing for beryllium:  Worker knowledge, beliefs and attitudes” -Beryllium Support 
Group, Y-12 National Security Complex. 
 
Xuefeng Liu- “Approaches to improving the health in the U.S. and China”-Qingdao University. 
 
Megan Quinn- “Quantifying strategies for working together:  A case study of Tennessee’s Coordinated School Health   
Program” -Rural Health Association of Tennessee. 
 
Megan Quinn- “Late stage melanoma diagnosis:  Adolescent and young adult cancer patients in Tennessee” - Critical 
Mass:  The Young Adult Cancer Alliance. 
 
Megan Quinn- “Predictors of thyroid cancer surgery types:  An example from the Tennessee Cancer Registry” -         
Washington County Economic Summit. 
 
Shimin Zheng- “Random regression models for the longitudinal data analysis subject to left censoring and informative  
drop-outs and based on the skew elliptically contoured distribution assumptions, department of mathematics and statistics” 
-Invited Colloquium to Ohio. 
 
Joel Hillhouse- “Maternal influences on teen tanning:  Findings from a nationally representative study” -Society of          
Behavioral Medicine. 
 
Joel Hillhouse- “The September 2009 earthquake and tsunami in American Somoa:  A case study of household evacuation 
behavior and the protection action decision model” -European Geological Union. 
 
Mary Ann Littleton- “ Exploration of the healing and health benefits from Chod practice” -1st Annual International Symposia 
for Contemplative Studies sponsored by Mind-Life Institute. 
 
Deborah Slawson- “Development of a peer delivered intervention to reduce adolescent obesity:  Team up for healthy living 
in southern Appalachia” -Convention of the Association for Behaviroal and Cognitive Therapies. 
 
Deborah Slawson- “Development of physical activity component for a peer delivered intervention to reduce obesity in rural 
adolescents” -International Congress on Physical Activity and Public Health. 
 
Jodi Southerland and Deborah Slawson- “Seeking collaboration as a bedrock for success:  Investigating perceptions of 
University-Community partnerships using the give-get grid” -Southern Obesity Summit. 
 
Mike Stoots- “Disaster response for at-risk older adults” -Disaster Response for At-Risk Older Adults Interagency          
Collaboration to Identify Approaches for Meeting the Needs of At-Risk Older Adults in Disaster/Emergency Events Confer-
ence. 
 
Mike Stoots- “Program evaluation” -LIFEPATH Conference: Public Health and Your Success and Skill Building. 
 
Tricia Metts- “Household air pollution from burning solid fuels:  A problem for the rural poor in the U.S.” -NIH Summer   
Research Poster Day. 

Presentations by Faculty (continued) 
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Presentations by Faculty (continued) 

Tricia Metts- “Feasibility of indoor air sampling in homes impacted by biomass use in rural Appalachia” -NIH              
Partnerships for Environmental Public Health’s Strengthening a Dynamic Environment. 
 
Phil Scheuerman- “Developmental phytotoxicity of silver and zinc oxide nanoparticles to the crop plants” -National      
Environmental Health Association. 
 
Phil Scheuerman- “Ecological risk assessment of zinc oxide nanoparticles” -International Conference on Environmental 
Pollution and Remediation. 
 
Ken Silver- “Integrating occupational health into a third year medical clerkship in community medicine” -140th APHA  
Annual Meeting. 
 
Ken Silver- “From advocacy to access:  Asking genetic questions around national security sites” -Tennessee Board of 
Regents. 
 
Patrick Brown- “Significant learning in a clinical parasitology course taught using a case-based learning format” -POGIL 
Southeast Regional Meeting. 
 
Andy Nauli- “Intestinal lipoproteins:  A closer look at their metabolism, hormonal regulation, and potential role in food 
allergy” -Internal Medicine Research Seminar Series, ETSU. 
 
Andy Nauli- “Food allergy to red meat” -Biomedical Science Graduate Program, ETSU. 
 
Edward Onyango- “Expression of intestinal mucins may be affected by the dietary protein source” -Experiemental      
Biology annual meeting. 
 
Amal Khoury- “Practices of primary care providers in Southern Appalachia regarding cancer genetic services” -Sigma 
Theta Tau Gamma Chi Chapter Research Day and Council for the Advancement of Nursing Sciences (CANS) State of 
the Science Conference on Nursing Research. 
 
Amal Khoury- “Physical disability and chronic conditions among female Medicaid beneficiaries 18-64 years of age” -
AcademyHealth. 
 
Amal Khoury- “Delivering cancer genetic services in Appalachia:  Facilitators and barriers” -AcademyHealth. 
 
Hadii Mamudu- “Early identification of patients with coronary artery disease:  Association between risk factors and coro-
nary artery calcium levels” -Primary Care and Prevention Day Research. 
 
Hadii Mamudu- “Tobacco industry use of international trade and investment agreements against health policy” -Law and 
Global Health Colloquium. 
 
Hadii Mamudu- “Global tobacco control:  An insight into the FCTC conference of the parties’ process” -World Conference 
on Tobacco or Health. 
 
Hadii Mamudu- “Dealing with corporate interference in health policy through governance:  The Uruguayan Declaration 
on trade and health” -World Conference on Tobacco or Health. 
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ETSU Dean leads national panel that identifies core components of 

undergraduate public health education 

 Dr. Randy Wykoff, dean of ETSU’s College of Public Health, chaired a national 
panel of experts that developed recommendations for the course components of public 
health education on the undergraduate level.  The panel of experts from both academia 
and the practice community was created by the Association of Schools of Public Health 
(ASPH), the national membership organization for accredited Schools of Public Health.   
 ASPH charged Wykoff and the panel with identifying the critical component ele-
ments of an undergraduate degree in public health.  According the The Chronicle of 
Higher Education, public health was identified as one of five “college majors on the rise” 
in 2009.  The findings of the ASPH panel are available at www.asph.org/userfiles/
CCE_2012-08-03-FINAL.pdf. 
 Wykoff said the ASPH appointment is a reflection of ETSU’s long experience with 
public health education at the undergraduate level.  The university created a school of 
health and first offered a bachelor of science degree in health education in 1955.  ETSU 
can trace its history of offering a concentration in health back to 1933 when it was East         
Tennessee State Teachers College. 

Presentations by Faculty (continued) 

 
Paula Masters- “Rural approaches to the county health rankings” -Tennessee Institute of Public Health Regional Forum. 
 
Robin Pendley- “The association in state health outcomes by provider type” -APHA. 
 
Robin Pendley- “Profiling the state public health workforce of Kentucky, Texas, and Arkansas through TRAIN” -NACCHO. 
 
Robin Pendley- “The difference in the association between state level health outcomes and direct patient care FTEs and 
population based FTEs” -AcademyHealth Health Workforce IG. 
 
Robin Pendley- “Enumerating the profiling of the public health workforce:  The role of public health training centers and 
public health institutes” -NNPHI. 
 
Robin Pendley- “Comparing public health emergency preparedness measures across state and local health agencies” -
Dynamics of Preparedness Conference. 
 
Randy Wykoff- “Critical component elements for undergraduate public health education programs” -ASPH Undergraduate 
Education for Public Health Summit 2012. 
 

 
Please send newsletter information to 

Janet Stork 

storkj@etsu.edu 



Publications by Faculty  

Liang Wang, T.J. Wu, Xuefeng Liu, and Arsham Alamian- “Pesticide exposure during pregnancy and low birth weight” in  WHO 

South-East Asia Journal of Public Health. 

Liang Wang, Jim Anderson, T.J. Wu, Shimin Zheng, and Xuefeng Liu- “Maternal depressive symptoms and the risk of over-

weight in their children” in the Maternal and Child Health Journal.  This article is also available as “Online First” on SpringerLink. 

Liang Wang, Hadii Mamudu, and T.J. Wu- “The impact of maternal prenatal smoking on the development of childhood over-

weight in school-aged children” in Pediatric Obesity. 

Allan Forsman- “The effects of simulated microgravity on the seminiferous tubules of rats” in Advances in Space Research. 

Allan Forsman- “Ovarian follicular and luteal development in the spaceflight mouse” in Gravitational and Space Biology. 

Arsham Alamian- “Individual and social determinants of multiple chronic disease behavioral risk factors among youth” in BioMed 

Central Public Health.  Abstract in American Journal of Epidemiology. 

Liang Wang, Hadii Mamudu, Jim Anderson and Arsham Alamian- “Maternal smoking during pregnancy and risk of adolescent 

obesity” in American Journal of Epidemiology. 

Kesheng Wang and Liang Wang- “Common variants in HLA-DRA gene are associated with alcohol dependence in two Cauca-

sian samples” in Journal of Molecular Neuroscience. 

Liang Wang and Kesheng Wang- “Polymorphisms in seizure 6-like (SEZ6L) gene are associated with bipolar disorder I: evi-

dence of gene-gender interaction” in Journal of Affective Disorder. 

Liang Wang- “Chronic social defeat up-regulates expression of the serotonin transporter in rat dorsal raphe nucleus and projec-

tion regions in a glucocorticoid-dependent manner” in Journal of Neurochemistry.  

Joel Hillhouse- “Evaluating the accuracy of self-reports of sun exposure and sun protection behavior over a summer” in        

Prevention Science.  

Xuefeng Liu- “Microalbuminura, Macroalbuminura, and risk of hypertension: The aspect of racial differences in the NHANES 

study 1999-2008” in Journal of Hypertension. 

Kesheng Wang, Xuefeng Liu, and Shimin Zheng- “A novel locus for body mass index on 5p15.2: A meta-analysis of two       

genome-wide association studies” in Gene. 

Shimin Zheng and Xuefeng Liu- “A matrix variate generalization of the skew pearson type VII and skew T distribution” in    

Mathematical Sciences Research Journal.  

Kesheng Wang and Xuefeng Liu- “ANAPC1 and SLCO3A1 are associated with nicotine dependence:  Meta-analysis of        

genome-wide association studies” in Drug and Alcohol Dependence. 

Kesheng Wang- “Parent-of-origin effects of FAS and PDLIM1 in attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder” in Journal of Psychiatry 

and Neuroscience. 

Kesheng Wang- “Tim-3 pathway controls regulatory and effector T cell balance during HCV infection” in Journal of Immunology. 

Kesheng Wang- “Genome-wide association study identifies 5q21 and 9p24.1 (KDM4C) loci associated with alcohol withdrawal 

symptoms” in Journal of Neural Transmission. 

Kesheng Wang- “PKNOX2 is associated with formal thought disorder in schizophrenia:  A meta-analysis of two genome-wide 

association studies”  in Journal of Molecular Neuroscience. 
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Publications by Faculty continued 

Kesheng Wang- “Polymorphisms in ABLIM1 are associated with personality traits and alcohol dependence” in the Journal of 
Molecular Neuroscience. 
 
Shimin Zheng- “Substance abuse associated with elder abuse in USA” in The American Journal of Drug and Alcohol Abuse. 
 
Shimin Zheng- “Late-life depression:  An international study” in Family Practice. 
 
Shimin Zheng- “The inverse problem of multivariate and matrix variate skew normal distribution” in Statistics-A Journal of      
Theoretical and Applied Statistics. 
 
Shimin Zheng- “A new approach to statistical efficiency of weighted least squares fitting algorithms for reparameterization of 
nonlinear regression models” in Journal of Statistical Planning and Inference. 
 
Shimin Zheng- “Cancer mortality rates in Appalachia:  Descriptive epidemiology and an approach to explaining differences in 
outcomes” in Journal of Community Health. 
 
Shimin Zheng- “Implementing a weighted spatial smoothing algorithm to identify a lung cancer belt in the United States” in   
Cancer Epidemiology. 
 
Shimin Zheng- “Multivariate and matrix variate skew t and skew pearson type VII distributions” in Technical Report No. 11-08. 
 
Deborah Slawson- “Weight status misperception as related to selected health risk behaviors among middle school students” in 
Journal of School Health. 
 
Deborah Slawson- “ Comparison of nutritional intake in U.S. adolescent swimmers and non-athletes” in Health. 
 
Phil Scheuerman- “Rapid screening of aquatic toxicity of several metal-based nanoparticles using the MetPLATE bioassay” in 
Science of the Total Environment. 
 
Ken Silver- “Harriet Hardy and the workers of Los Alamos” in At Work in the World: Proceedings of the Fourth International 
Conference on the History of Occupational and Environmental Health. 
 
Ranjan Chakraborty- “Isolation and structural identification of the trihydroxamate siderophore vicibactin and its degradative 
products form Rhizobium leguminosarum ATCC 14779 bv. Trifolii” in Biometals. 
 
Ranjan Chakraborty- “Ferric siderophore transport via outer membrane receptors Escherichia coli:  Structural advancement and 
a tribute to Dr. Dick van der Helm-an ‘Ironman’ of siderophore biology” in Springer. 
 
Ranjan Chakraborty- “Iron transport systems in E.coli and Pseudomonas” in Springer. 
 
Andy Nauli- “Anaphylactic reactions to oligosaccharides in red meat:  A syndrome in evolution” in Clinical and Molecular Allergy. 
 
Andy Nauli- “Cilostazol prevents endothelin-induced smooth muscle constriction and proliferation” in PLos ONE. 
 
Edward Onyango- “Expression of intestinal mucins may be affected by the dietary protein source” in FASEB Journal. 
 
Edward Onyango- “Effect of partial replacement of limestone by a CaSO4-zeolite mixture combined with a slight protein reduc-
tion on production indices, egg quality and excreta pH in laying hens” in Journal of Applied Poultry Research. 



Student-Faculty Publications 

David Blackley, Liang Wang, Shimin Zheng, Jim Anderson- “The association between marital status and extensive stage   
small-cell lung cancer at diagnosis in Kentucky residents, 2005 through 2009” Journal of The Kentucky Medical Association. 
 
Katie Baker and Joel Hillhouse- “New approaches to melanoma prevention” Dermatol Clinics. 
 
Joel Hillhouse and Katie Baker- “Evaluating a measure of tanning abuse and dependence”  Archives of Dermatology. 
 
Joel Hillhouse and Katie Baker- “Erythema and ultraviolet indoor tanning:  Findings from a diary study”  Translational           
Behavioral Medicine. 
 
Phani Veeranki, Hadii Mamudu, and Yi He- “Tobacco use and impact of tobacco-free policy on university employees in an en-
vironment of high tobacco use and production”  Environmental Health and Preventive Medicine. 
 
David Blackley and Shimin Zheng- “Investigating the high rates of lung cancer in Appalachia”  Illuminated, a new magazine 
that focuses on graduate student research at ETSU. 
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Publications by Faculty continued 

Edward Onyango- “Inositol hexaphosphate increases mucin loss from the digestive tract of ducks” in Journal of Animal        
Physiology and Animal Nutrition. 
 
Effiong Otukonyong- “Effect of Hypoxia on metabolic rate, core body temperature and c-fos expression in the naked mole rat” in 
International Journal of Developmental Neuroscience. 
 
Jonathan Peterson- “Myonectin (CTRP15), a novel myokine that links skeletal muscle to systemic lipid homeostasis” in Journal 
of Biological Chemistry. 
 
Jonathan Peterson- “Regulation of lipid metabolism by dicer revealed through SILAC mice” in Journal of Proteome Research. 
 
Chris Pritchett- “Identification of the mutation responsible for the temperature-sensitive O-antigen defect in the pseudomonas 
aeruginosa cystic fibrosis isolate 2192” in Journal of Bacteriology. 
 
Chris Pritchett- “Regulation of exopolysaccharide biosynthesis in pseudomonas aeruginosa” in Regulation of Bacterial Virulence 
by ASM Press. 
 
Hadii Mamudu- “Socioeconomic implications of tobacco use in Ghana” in Nicotine & Tobacco Research. 
 
Hadii Mamudu- “University personnel’s attitudes and behaviors toward the first tobacco-free policy in Tennessee” in Journal of 
Community Health. 
 
Brian Martin- “Weight status misperception as related to selected health risk behaviors among middle school students” in Journal 
of School Health. 
 
Robin Pendley- “A national research agenda for public health services and systems research” in American Journal of Preventive 
Medicine. 
 
Book: 
 
Hadii Mamudu- “Tobacco control in Tennessee:  Stakeholder analysis of the development of the non-smokers protection act, 
2007”  



Solving the problems associated with rural health disparities will never be as easy as reciting the ABCs, but four 
experts from ETSU’s College of Public Health are hoping the mnemonic device they have developed-the ABCDE-will help.   

Drs. Randy Wykoff and Robert Pack, Dean and Associate Dean, respectively, of the ETSU College of Public 
Health, are co-authors of a book chapter that offers a new approach.  Another co-author, Dr. Jodi Southerland, recently 
earned her Doctor of Public Health degree at ETSU, and a fourth, Dr. James Florence, has moved to another university 
but was a department chair for the college when the chapter was written. 

Their chapter in the book “Rural Populations and Health: Determinants, Disparities, and Solutions” is titled “The 
Depth of Rural Health Disparities in America:  The ABCDEs.”  The intention is to provide a tool that public health practitio-
ners can easily remember and reference when planning a public health intervention in a rural setting.  

Each letter of the “ABCDEs” corresponds to common contributing elements of the historic and persistent health 
disparities that exist in rural America.  Those factors for a practitioner to consider fall in the categories of (A) availability 
and access to health care; (B) behavioral patterns; (C) cultural influences; (D) determinants of socioeconomic origin; and 
(E) environmental factors affecting health in rural areas. 

Understanding the extent and impact of these five characteristics in a community gives the public health profes-
sional a quick and focused way to identify the main health challenges. Availability and access to health care, for example, 
include such variables as a common shortage of health care professionals in rural areas, lack of affordability where health 
care is concerned and the influence of geography on access. 

Student-Faculty Presentations 

 
Brian Martin, Amal Khoury, Xuefeng Liu, and Selina Clark- “Using tele-health to affect cardiovascular outcomes in rural 
areas:  The case of Southern Appalachia-preliminary findings” -140th APHA Annual Meeting. San Francisco, October 29, 
2012. 
 
Yi He, Hadii Mamudu, Phani Veeranki, Yang Chen, and Rafie Khoygani Boghozian- “Tobacco use behavior and impact of 
tobacco-free campus policy among college students in high tobacco use prevalence and producing environment” - 140th 
APHA Annual Meeting. San Francisco, October 29, 2012. 
 
Nicole Manz and Ken Silver- “Building a consensus for tomato worker ergonomics:  A community-expert panel study” -
140th APHA Annual Meeting. San Francisco, October 29, 2012. 
 
Phani Veeranki, Hadii Mamudu, Yi He, Yang Chen and Rafie Khoygani Boghozian- “Determinants of coronary artery cal-
cium score for early identification and prevention of coronary artery disease among asyptomatic adults” -140th APHA      
Annual Meeting. San Francisco, October 29, 2012. 
 
Hadii Mamudu and Phani Veeranki- “Implementation of WHO FCTC in Africa: Article 8-Protection from exposure to to-
bacco smoke” -140th APHA Annual Meeting. San Francisco, October 30, 2012. 
 
Phani Veeranki, Hadii Mamudu, Yi He, Yang Chen, Rafie Khoygani Boghozian- “Assessment of campus smoke-/tobacco-
free policies in the United States: A qualitative approach” -140th APHA Annual Meeting. San Francisco, October 30, 2012. 
 
Hadii Mamudu and Phani Veeranki- “Tobacco industry, regional trade agreements and tobacco control in Sub-Saharan 
Africa” -140th APHA Annual Meeting. San Francisco, October 30, 2012. 
 
MaryAnn Littleton, Ken Silver and Jenna Middlebrooks- “Interprofessional community-based rural track program at ETSU:  
Rural projects as pedagogy” -140th APHA Annual Meeting. San Francisco, October 31, 2012. 

Book Chapter from College presents the ABCDEs of rural health disparities 
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PHSA-Review 

 The Public Health Student Association started the fall semester with an agenda full of activities and educational 
experiences for the upcoming year. PHSA’s growing membership allows the organization to participate and serve in a vari-
ety of on-campus and off-campus activities. Included in PHSA’s upcoming 2012-2013 exciting events are: The Public 
Health Challenge, CPR Instructor Training, assistance at the Church Hill Clinic, and Wellapaloosa. The Public Health Chal-
lenge is an event, created by Vice President Erika Wild, which proved to be very successful this past spring. The event 
focuses on creating health and wellness opportunities for student organizations. CPR Instructor Training is aimed at train-
ing PHSA members as instructors who then are able to teach classes on campus for students, faculty, and outside organi-
zations. PHSA members will also be giving presentations on health at the Church Hill Clinic and planning Wellapaloosa 
which is a week-long, campus-wide health fair.  

During the fall semester the Public Health Student Association (PHSA) joined forces with the Susan G. Komen 
Race on October 21, 2012. PHSA set up an Advocacy and Education booth where members educated the Kingsport com-
munity on prevention and the effects of breast cancer. PHSA members obtained over 500 signatures for advocating 
awareness and to ensure that breast cancer funding will not be diminished. 

During the month of November PHSA worked with Beth Cox - Coordinator for Health within Johnson City Schools. 
PHSA members provided health assessments to over 300 children in the Indian Trail Middle School. Members also pro-
vided the children with adequate health lessons. 
 The School of Public Health HIV Information Booth was held in November. With the help of six College of Public 
Health students, three tables with HIV pamphlets and brochures, and free contraceptives, were set out on the Culp Cave 
Patio for World AIDS Week. Some examples of the content of the HIV pamphlets and brochures were HIV and Women, 
How to Properly Use Contraceptives, an HIV Knowledge Quiz, and Fast Facts for HIV. The information booth was to 
spread information and knowledge to diffuse misconceptions about the spread of HIV. 
 PHSA ended the semester with a social event. International Turkey Day allowed students to prepare a dish from 
their culture and share it with fellow students. The potluck dinner was shared and various songs were attempted during an 
hour of karaoke. 

PHSA 2012-2013 officers: Sarakay Johnson, Undergraduate President; Marcia Oursler, Graduate President; Erika 
Wild, Vice-President; Shannon Parkey, Secretary; Jordan Harless, Treasurer; Grace McCord, Public Relations; Alicyn 
York, Service Chair; and Brooke Ricker, Social Chair. 
 A special thanks to those who participated in the Public Health Phone-a-thon during September. The College of 
Public Health teamed up with University Advancement to conduct a phone-a-thon to raise money for the college. They 
were able to contact and reconnect with hundreds of alumni in the process. We would like to thank each one of them for 
their efforts and a special thanks to Marcia Oursler who recruited and organized volunteers! 
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College of Public Health Student Council Hosts Alumni Career Panel 

 The college of public health student council hosted its first-ever alumni career panel as part of the “Alumni Return 
to the Classroom” event for Homecoming 2012.  The panel consisted of recent alumni from the college of public health 
from each of the major departments-Community and Behavioral Health, Epidemiology, Environmental Health, Health    
Services Management and Policy, and Health Sciences.  The goal of the panel was to share with current students advice 
on how to effectively enter into, and excel in, the current workforce. 
 Alumni participants included: Erin Burnside, MS; Rebecca Bartles, MPH; Jan Compton, MSEH; and Paula Mas-
ters, MPH. 
 Mrs. Burnside graduated with her Bachelor in Health Sciences in 2003 and with her Master in 2005.  After gradu-
ating, she worked as a Validation Specialist and Industrial Microbiologist with Vi-Jon, Inc. from 2006-2008.  Since 2008, 
she has been at Western Carolina University where she is a Forensic Research Scientist.  Erin also trained at the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation in 2011. 
 Mrs. Bartles graduated with her BSPH in Health Education in 2007 and her MPH in Epidemiology in 2009.   She 
has worked for Mountain States Health Alliance since 2009, where she currently serves as the Corporate Director of     
Infection Prevention and Inpatient Wound Care.  Rebecca also serves as Chair of the Infection Prevention User Group for 
Premier, Inc and as a private Infection Prevention consultant.  Rebecca also serves as adjunct faculty for the Department 
of Health Management and Policy. 
 Mrs. Compton graduated from ETSU in 1987 with her bachelor’s and completed her Master in Environmental 
Health in 2007.  Jan began working for the State of Tennessee in 2000 as the Environmental Coordinator.  She currently 
works as Manager for the Office of Sustainable Practices with the Tennessee Department of Environment and             
Conservation. 
 Mrs. Masters graduated with her BSPH in 2003.  She worked as a Health Educator with Washington County 
Health Department from 2004-2007.  She was promoted to Regional Health Promotion Coordinator at the Northeast    
Tennessee Regional Health Office where she worked until 2011.  Paula completed her MPH in 2009 along with a certifi-
cate in Health Care Management in 2007.  She is the current director of LIFEPATH Public Health Training Center and is 
now working on her DrPH.  Paula has been a member of the Tennessee Public Health Association since 2004 and was 
recently chosen as president-elect. 
 Ms. Christian Williams, a two-time alum of the college and current DrPH student in the Department of Community 
and Behavioral Health organized the event and served as moderator. 

Pictured Left to Right: 
Christian Williams, Rebecca Bartles, Jan Compton, Paula Masters, and Erin Burnside 
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ETSU Master of Public Health student makes a difference for HEAL  
Appalachia 

ETSU among one percent of peer institutions that offer farmers 

market 

 The Farmers Market at East Tennessee State University makes ETSU a rarity among peer institutions. Since the 
market started in 2011, students who began the project determined that ETSU is one of only three non-land-grant universi-
ties nationwide with a farmers market.  There are 582 such schools, so less that one percent have a farmers market.   
Land-grant universities are institutions with historically strong agricultural ties; they were typically founded by the states to 
offer practical education focused on agriculture, science, and engineering.   
 Rachel Ward, a DrPH candidate in the Department of Community and Behavioral Health, founded the market last 
year with fellow graduate students.  All vendors and farmers who participate must grow or produce their own products, and 
they must be within 100 miles of the university.  In addition to offering food and fresh produce, the market also includes 
entertainment and fitness to increase the festive atmosphere.   

Alumni Quote: 

“I feel that by being a part of the College of Public Health, I have had so many opportunities that  I wouldn’t have 

otherwise:  from scholarships to conferences to speakers…...It was a wonderful experience.” -JHL 

 Natasha Rutherford made the most of her internship at Mountain States Health Alliance (MSHA) during her sec-
ond year as a master of public health student in the East Tennessee State University College of Public Health. 
 By designing and implementing new technology and outreach activities in the HEAL Appalachia program,        
Rutherford helped increase the number of applicants in the grant program and refine the grant review process.  HEAL  
Appalachia is the product of the MSHA-ETSU Obesity Collaborative.  It supports a wide range of community-based pro-
jects to reduce childhood obesity in northeast Tennessee and southwest Virginia. 
 Rutherford’s changes were substantial enough that MSHA lauded her with its “Above and Beyond the Call of Duty” 
award.  MSHA established the awards program to recognize innovation and outstanding examples of service, leadership, 
and excellence. 
 In Rutherford’s nomination submission, her MSHA preceptor wrote that Rutherford’s outreach and promotion ef-
forts led to an 82 percent increase in grant applications from southwest Virginia and a record number of applicants overall.  
In addition, Rutherford transitioned the grant review process from paper to online to accommodate grant reviews via virtual 
networking, and she implemented webinars for training of applicants and reviewers.  She also created a follow-up survey 
to facilitate further improvements. 

ETSU Doctoral Student Offered Position  

David Blackley, a doctoral candidate in the Department of Biostatistics and Epidemiology, was offered a 
position in next year’s Epidemic Intelligence Service class.  The Centers for Disease Control and      
Prevention’s Epidemic Intelligence Service (EIS)  is a competitive and very prestigious two-year post-
graduate training program in applied epidemiology.  EIS Officers receive competency-based training 
and provide service to the CDC and its partners.  EIS is modeled after a traditional medical residency 
program where the majority of the education is through experiential learning.  EIS Officers are assigned 
to local or state health departments or  various offices with the CDC.  For more information on the    
Epidemic Intelligence Service, please visit: http://www.cdc.gov/EIS/index.html 

http://www.cdc.gov/EIS/index.html


Student & Alumni News 
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Jessica Denney received the “Above and Beyond the Call of Duty” award at Mountain States Health Alliance.  She was 

nominated by her preceptor for the award. 

Tyler Carpenter was selected as director of the Tennessee Association of Residence Halls (TARH) for 2012-2013 during 

the organization’s annual conference.  Tyler will serve as TARH chief executive officer and will preside over state meetings 

of the association. 

Adam Jarvis was appointed by Governor Bill Haslam to a two-year term as a student member on the Tennessee Higher 

Education Commission.  The Tennessee Higher Education Commission serves to coordinate and support “the efforts of 

post-secondary institutions in the State of Tennessee.”  They are actively involved in the oversight and administration of 

the Complete College Tennessee Act. 

Jessica Shelton accepted a position as Administrator of Asbury Place in Kingsport, TN. 

Courtney Stanley and Sarakay Johnson were featured in the October Hope Through Healing Hands e-newsletter for their 

work during their internship for the Thoughtful Path in Munsieville, South Africa. 

Lok Pokhrel’s comprehensive review article “Repercussions, Public Policies, and Sustainability: A Review” was featured in 

Critical Reviews in Environmental Science and Technology. 

Allison Seidel poster presentation “Comparison of breastfeeding knowledge, attitudes, and beliefs before and after educa-

tional intervention for northeast Tennessee high school students” was featured at the 140th APHA Annual Meeting in San 

Francisco, California, on October 29, 2012. 

The HSMP students created the Monday Dose, a monthly professional development newsletter, written and "prescribed" 
by students for students and graduates.  MPH students Jennifer Swiatek, Olivia Egen, and Tina Nguyen have led this pub-
lication, which is distributed electronically and posted on the Department and College websites (http://www.etsu.edu/cph/
MondayDose.aspx)  Each issue of the Monday Dose addresses a different professional development topic, such as team-
work, communication and trust, professional and inter-professional education, organizational change, and others.     Each 
issue also includes an "Ask the Professor" feature, where department faculty share their thoughts and experiences regard-
ing the issue theme.  "Motivational quotes" and "articles in the news" complete the issue. 
 
Lok R. Pokhrel recently gave a presentation on the “Potential developmental toxicity of silver and zinc oxide nanoparticles 
to the terrestrial plants” at the 28th International Conference on Soils, Sediments, Water, and Energy in Amherst, MA, on 
October 15-18, 2012. 
 
Steve McQueen successfully defended his master’s thesis “Evaluation of Heat Stress in Migrant Farmworkers” on         
November 5, 2012, an outgrowth of participation in the rural track class.  Steve is moving to Washington D.C., to pursue 
professional opportunities in occupational health.  His committee chair is Ken Silver. 
 
Colleen Scott was selected for Who’s Who Among Students in American University and Colleges. 
 
Erika Wild was inducted into the Honor Society of PHI KAPPA PHI on December 6, 2012. 
 
Michelle Reece’s Poster Presentation entitled “Predictors of Men’s Help Seeking for Urinary and Erectile Problems” was 
accepted for presentation at the 2013 Annual Interdisciplinary Conference of the American Men’s Studies Association. 
 

 

http://www.etsu.edu/cph/MondayDose.aspx
http://www.etsu.edu/cph/MondayDose.aspx
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Doctor of Public Health 
       Nagesh Aragam 

 
Master of Public Health 

Lindsay Barnett      Robert Baldau    Sumati Dadkar 
Damarla Venkata Darma Veera Vijay Kumar  Shiva Kumar Reddy Mukkamalla  Jerald Mullersman 
Hiral Parekh      Sucheta Raghavendra   Skrikanth Ravoori 
Matt Rutherford      Thomas Shavor    Rupesh Shirore 
Kiran Sonje      Brittany Williams  
    

Master of Science in Environmental Health 
       Thilini Silva 

 
Bachelor of Science-Health Sciences 

Jennifer Connell      Joshua Davidson   David Hewson 
Kirika Iba 

Bachelor of Science-Public Health 
Concentration:  Community Health 
MacKenzie Clark     Joy Michelle Tyler Cole   Chance Dye 
Jared Edmonds      Toria Gilewala    Magdaline Hatzikazakis 
Matthew Hayes      Ashley Dawn Hill Nickles 
 
 
Concentration:  Health Services Administration 
Shannelle Jasmine Alexandria Bain   Sarah Burgoyne    Abigail Burnette   
Ashley Edge      Steven Hall    Hyojung Han   
Edwin Huggins 
 

Bachelor of Science-Environmental Health 
Chris Archer      Alaina Asbury     Eric Gray 

December 2012 Graduation 
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Doctor of Philosophy in Environmental Health 
Kimberlee K. Hall 

 
Doctor of Public Health 

Jodi L. Southerland     Kasie Richards    Sreenivas Phanikumar Veeranki 

 
Master of Public Health 

Lindsay A. Barnett     Tracey Whittam Chitwood  Joanne Voorhees Collins 
Shiva Kumar Yadav Gosi    Christopher W. Hanor   Whitney Danielle Larkin 
Heather LeAnn Mullins     Nichol Ooten    Eman Shaiwani 
Dumisa Mutina Shamoya    Amanda Lynn Taylor   Katie Wilhoit 
Nuo Xu 
 

Master of Science in Environmental Health 
Stephen McQueen 

 

 
Bachelor of Science-Health Sciences 

Bryan Kirk Cooke     Mackenzie Leigh Fulmer   Jordan D. Harrison  
Emily R. Isaacs      George M. Lodeiro   Ian Nathaniel Miller  
Katherine Michelle Pitts     Morgan Carole Price   Brittany Nicole Wiley  
Kayla M. Worley      Gregory Emerson Wykoff 
 

 

Bachelor of Science-Public Health 
Concentration:  Community Health 
Monique S. Bouchard     Ashley Lauren Grimes   Wiley Jackson, III 
Tracy Elizabeth Johnson     Brittney Lambert   Adrian B. Mackey 
Pratiksha Jagdish Patel     Mattie Samantha Kate Ratliff  Courtney Jo Stanley 
Hillary Lynn Walters     Dee Xiong 
 
Concentration:  Health Services Administration 
Tracy Amelia Anderson     Elizabeth Ann Bernard   Eryn Elizabeth Carothers 
Erica Hittinger Charland     Hawa Abdoullaye Fane   Manuel A. Gonzalez  
Drew Grindstaff      Jenifer Leanne Horton   Lea Christine Hudson 
Katherine Jerwers     J. Alexander Lester   Andrew Tylor Lingerfelt 
Christopher Ray Millar     Mary Elizabeth Morgan   Kathryn M. Muncie 
Amisha Patel      Frances Kaitlynn Puckett  Megan Ashley Scott 
Kelsey Leighann Tipton 

Bachelor of Science-Environmental Health 
 

Lorra Amos      Selena Saferight Roark 
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BS Public Health 

 Community Health 

 Health Administration 

 

BS Health Sciences 

 Human Health 

 Microbiology 

 

BS Environmental Health 

 Environmental Health Practice 

 Occupational Safety and Health 

 

MPH 

 Biostatistics 

 Community Health 

 Environmental Health 

 Epidemiology** 

 Health Services Administration ** 

 

MS Environmental Health 

 

DrPH 

 Community Health 

 Epidemiology 

 

PhD Environmental Health 

 

Undergraduate Certificate in 

   Public Health Fundamentals** 

 

 

Graduate Certificates 

 Biostatistics** 

 Epidemiology** 

 Gerontology 

 Health Care Management** 

 Rural Health 

 

** Programs available on-ground and online. 

College of Public Health 

East Tennessee State University 

Box 70623 

Johnson City, TN  37614-1709 

Dean’s Office: 423-439-4243  Fax: 423-439-5238 

Email: storkj@etsu.edu 


