
International Student Spotlight 
Meet Jiajun Li!              

 

Jiajun Li, who goes by Nancy, is from Qingdao, China. Her parents 
actually changed her name when she was in the 5th grade. They 
added a particle that means “a steep mountain,” which is related 
to the soil and is supposed to help improve the body’s health and 
strength. Nancy is an only child. Her mom is a full-time wife and 
mother, and is an excellent cook. Her father, whom Nancy 
describes as smart, funny and kind, runs his own start-up 
business. The final member of her family is Lafei, or Fei-Fei, their 
chocolate Labrador. 

Qingdao is a coastal city in northeast China, in Shandong 
Province. Located a short distance from Korea and Japan, 
Qingdao is an important city for international trade. It is famous 
for its beer, which people often enjoy with BBQ. Nancy jokes that 
Qingdao is the only Chinese city in which people carry their beer 
in plastic bags. Qingdao is also known for its seafood, blue sky, 
and natural environment. The air quality is better than in many 
other large cities in China.  

Nancy enjoys cooking and hanging out with friends. She also 
enjoys music and playing instruments. Nancy plays the guzheng, 
a traditional Chinese string instrument. She also plays the flute, 
and she taught herself the ukulele. In addition, Nancy enjoys 

learning languages. She is currently learning Japanese, the language at the top of her list. She even took a Japanese 
course at a language school in Qingdao over the holiday break. 

A finance major from Shandong Normal University, Nancy knew she would study abroad when she was accepted to the 
program, which has a partnership with ETSU. She wanted to try something new, get to know different cultures and 
people, and become more open minded.  She has had an amazing time so far! The people are the best part. Everyone is 
so friendly! She has made great friends through IBB, and her host family is amazing. Though she appreciates US culture, 
her time here has also strengthened her love and appreciation of her own culture.  

Nancy’s short-term goals include getting a driver’s license, doing well in her classes, continuing to learn Japanese, and 
getting a part-time job at language school in Qingdao over the summer break. In the future, Nancy hopes to get a 
master’s degree in Hong Kong. She is interested in a career that will allow her to work with people and have 
multicultural experiences, possibly in human resources or international business.  

We are happy to have you here, Nancy!  


