
International Student Spotlight 

Meet Patricia Collazo  

Patricia Collazo was born in Havana, Cuba. She lived there until she was five, and 
then she and her family moved to Italy. Her family currently lives in Ravenna, a city 
famous for its stunning 5th-6th century mosaics, which can be found in its churches 
and monuments. These mosaics are so popular that people even have pictures of 
them on their bank cards. Ravenna is also known for its beautiful seaside 
restaurants, bars, and clubs, which people flock to for happy hour. People often 
enjoy “midnight baths” (or swims) in the sea. In addition, Ravenna is the home of 
Mirabilandia, the largest amusement park in Italy.  

Patricia is a very social person. She loves hanging out with friends, meeting new 
people, and talking to people. She is always up for trying something new. 
Aperitivo, an Italian tradition that is similar to happy hour, is one of her favorite 
things to do back home. People enjoy drinks and appetizers, hang out with friends, 
and socialize with new people.  

Patricia arrived at ETSU in January, and she will study here for one semester. 
Patricia attends Linnaeus University in Växjö, Sweden. She is in the International 
Sales and Marketing program, which is located on a separate campus in Ljungby, 
45 minutes away from the main campus. Though the campus is small, Patricia 
loves the close community of classmates and friends. Patricia decided to study in 
the US to improve her English and to experience US culture. Patricia jokes that she 

chose ETSU because she thought Tennessee would be hot! However, she also heard that people were warmer 
and more welcoming in the South, and she was impressed by the number of ETSU courses related to fashion 
and merchandising. 

Patricia has enjoyed her time at ETSU so far. The people are the best part! Everyone is warm, welcoming, and 
genuinely interested in helping her. She loves the sense of community, the diversity, and how much students 
are involved on campus. Her goals for the semester include succeeding in her classes, broadening her mind, 
and gaining a deeper knowledge of our culture and customs. Patricia strives to understand the motivations 
behind every action and belief, which will help her to better collaborate and work with those around her. She 
wants to break down her stereotypes and change her surface knowledge of US culture into a deep knowledge. 
Patricia, who is afraid of heights, also jokes that she hopes to reach the top of the climbing wall in the CPA. 

In the future, Patricia plans on living in Sweden permanently. She hopes to become a CEO of a fashion 
company. Patricia wants to become “THE woman,” the one everyone knows will get things done. She would 
love to start her own travel company, a company that will help her return to her Cuban roots.   

Welcome, Patricia! We are so happy to have you with us.  

 


