
International Student Spotlight 
Meet Ville Leppanen! 

 

Ville Alexej Leppanen was born and raised in Ekenäs, Finland. 
Ekenäs is a small coastal town of around 13,000 people. Ville 
jokes that though many tourists visit in the summer, nothing 
happens there in the winter. Ekenäs is a bilingual town. The 
majority of its residents speak Swedish, and the minority speak 
Finnish. Ville’s parents still live there, in a house they built ten 
years ago. His mother is a kindergarten teacher for children with 
special needs, and his father works in marketing. His younger 
brother is a university student, in the same major and same year 
as Ville.  

Ville attends Åbo Akademi, where he majors in economics. Åbo is 
the sixth-largest city in Finland, with a population of over 
191,000. Before Finland became part of the Russian Empire, Åbo 
was its capital city. Ville enjoys studying and learning new things. 
He truly likes economics, and has a strong motivation to pursue 
his career. However, he does like to hang out with his friends. 

Because of his apartment’s close proximity to campus, his friends always show up. In addition, he has played soccer 
since the age of six, though now he only plays for fun in the 4th division. Liverpool is his team. A self-described “couch 
sportsman,” Ville spends many hours watching soccer, ice hockey, Formula 1, volleyball, and skiing.  

Ville decided to study in the US to improve his English. He hopes to use his English skills in his career, and studying 
abroad will help him stand out from the group. The biggest adjustment has been sharing a room. Ville lives alone in 
Finland, but here he has a roommate. Though they get along, he misses his alone time and his couch. People talk a lot 
more here in general. Ville is an introvert and is quiet even at home, where his friends call him “the Finn” because of his 
quite nature. Despite the differences, Ville has enjoyed his time at ETSU. The people are friendly and they truly want to 
get to know him. The natural environment even reminds him of Finland—the trees are ugly in the winter! 

Ville goals for his time in the US include improving his English, experiencing as much of the American culture as possible, 
taking courses not offered back home, and breaking out of his shell. Life had become a routine for him. Two years ago, 
Ville would have said no to studying abroad. However, he changed his own mind and decided to challenge himself and 
step out of his comfort zone. 

Ville’s future goals revolve around his career. Salary is a measurement of success in his field, so Ville hopes to one day 
have a high salary. He hopes to work in a management position at a big company, or perhaps work for the European 
Central Bank. He would also like to have a family and work abroad. Overall, Ville strives to do even better than previous 
generations in his family, who have all done well. 

Welcome, Ville! We are so happy to have you here.  

 

 


