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East Tennessee State University is a traditionally selective institution located in Johnson City. 

Undergraduate students represent approximately 78 percent of headcount enrollment; students in 

graduate and professional programs constitute the remaining 22 percent, a result of programmatic 

growth and responsiveness to community and workforce needs. The university educates significant 

numbers of low-income students, adult students, and students pursuing degrees in the basic and clinical 

health sciences. ETSU awards degrees in over one hundred baccalaureate, masters and doctoral 

programs, including distinctive interdisciplinary programs. An emphasis on the clinical and health 

sciences, with respect to doctoral and professional programs supporting research and clinical service 

delivery, is a distinctive feature of the university. ETSU's enrollment profile displays a clear focus on 

Tennessee and Southern Appalachia. The university is especially committed to serving rural populations 

throughout the region and around the world; it does this through a commitment to teaching, research, 

and service that supports the needs of Tennessee and Southern Appalachia first then sharing that 

knowledge to improve outcomes in similar communities around the world. ETSU is an R2 Research 

University according to the Carnegie Foundation classification (Doctoral University: High Research 

Activity). Additionally, ETSU has a Carnegie Undergraduate Program classification of "Professions plus 

arts & sciences, high graduate coexistence" and a Graduate Program classification of ''Research 

Doctoral: Professional – dominant.” 
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