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How can I help
my child?

v Read to your child on a
regular basis

v' Let your child see you
read

v’ Praise your child for
work, and display it for
others to see

v Don't expect or de-
mand perfection

v If you have criticisms or
suggestions, make
them in a helpful way

v' Teach your child to do
things for him/herself
rather than doing work
for him or her

v Try to have a special
place where your child
can study

v Encourage your child’s
curiosity and interests

v" Turn off the television
more

v’ Share your own experi-
ences and goals with
your child

v Read your child’s
messages from school

v' Talk about what is
happening at school
with your child

v" Volunteer your time
and talents to the
school when you can

v" Enjoy your child as you
grow and learn together

As a Parent, | Prom-
ise...(no date).
http://www.ael.org/rel/fc/fc
promis.html




Parent/Teacher
Communication

There are many ways
that | will communicate with you
throughout the school year. | will
communicate through letters
home, our class website, e-mail,
phone calls, and conferences. It
has worked well in the past to
communicate announcements
via group e-mails as well as let-
ters home. Please e-mail me
before school starts and give
me one or more e-mail address-

es that you check regularly that

would help start off our year
with clear communication—=

even if you think | already have
your e-mail. My e-mail is bar-
nettk@etsu.edu. | would also like
to give you a heads up that
mornings are a hectic and difficult
time for me to talk individually
with parents. If you have some-
thing you need to communicate
at the beginning of the school- day
the best approach is to write it
down and send it in with your
child. I read all notes from home
promptly. Also, if at any time you
feel the need to set up a confer-
ence, please don’t hesitate to ask.
| welcome any opportunity to dis-
cuss your child and their needs.

Homework folders will go home every day. Most days there will be a home-
work assignment, but some days there won’t be. Your child will have a
planner to write their homework assignments inside. You can see what
homework your child will have each day by checking their daily planner.
This is going to place more responsibility on your child. | will teach them
how to use and record in their planners and you need to teach your child to
be responsible, check their planners, and complete their homework each
night. Some completed class work will typically be sent home in the folder.
Please keep in mind | keep a lot of student work for portfolio and student
self evaluation purposes. However, you will get your child’s portfolio at the
end of the year. | like to focus on the process of learning and not the prod-
uct. Many of our classroom activities involve “hands-on” learning. | will
also send home a weekly newsletter on Fridays that will let you know what
we have been studying in class as well-as important announcements. It is
very important that you read this letter each week. You should assist your
child with their homework when needed, but please allow them to do the
work themselves. It is helpful for you to check the accuracy of your child’s
homework and help them with any misunderstandings. However, remem-
ber to allow them to make any corrections and please don’t demand perfec-
tion.—Students-who-do-not turn-in-complete -homework-on-time-are typically
required to complete it during their free time at school. This helps students
build responsibility and accountability. Reading book bags will also be sent
home regularly to promote reading at home. Please look for more infor-
mation to come home at the beginning of the school year about homework.
Please have your child come in the room daily and put away their belong-
ings and allow them to turn in their folder and planner each day rather than
doing it for them. | ask this so they can learn to build responsibility.

Parent Homework for the first day of school:

1. Please send in a family photo that we can post in
our room or you can e-mail a digital copy for us to
print out.

2. Please tell me a hope or dream you have for your
child this year. Pick one thing related to school- it
can be social or academic- and write it in the cloud
below. Cut the cloud out and put your child’s
name somewhere on it. Send this with your child
on the first day of school. Please consider these
will be posted in our room.

Hopes & Dreams for the Year
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School Hours 8:00-3:00

Drop-off: Students may be dropped off at 7:30, but

University School should wait in the cafeteria until the 7:50 bell. The class-
E.T.S.U. Box 70632 room will be open at 7:50. Students who arrive after 8:00
(/ Johnson City, TN 37614 will be considered tardy and must go to the office for a tardy
slip. Once your child is in the room, the job of putting their
belongings away and beginning their day is up to them.
Phone: 423-439-4271 Please allow your child this independence. Please quickly
tell your child good-bye and help us to be ready to start our
Email: barnettk@etsu.edu day promptly when the last bell rings at 8:00. Good-byes
and conversations after this time disrupt our day and make it
Visit our class website at: difficult for students to stay focused on our morning meeting.

Pick-up: Dismissal is at 3:00 from the side door. Please
uschool/faculty/barnettk/ P

default.aspx

only pick up your student early when absolutely necessary.
We are busy until the last minute of our day. If you need to
check your child out early please do so through the office.
Students must be picked up by 3:15.

Children are apt to live up to what you believe of
them. -Lady Bird Johnson
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