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“Are you now, or have you ever been, a member of the Communist Party?”












PART I:
1.  What is the date of Lillian Hellman’s letter?  
2. Who is the letter addressed to?
3. Read the first 2 lines of the letter.  What does this sentence mean?


PART II:
4.  Read the rest of the letter with a partner or two.  Highlight parts of the letter that show Lillian Hellman’s rationale or arguments for NOT choosing to invoke her 5th Amendment privilege against self-incrimination.  In your own words, describe the ideas you highlighted.
5. Highlight parts of the letter that show her rationale or arguments FOR choosing to invoke the 5th amendment privilege against self-incrimination.  IN your own words, describe the ideas you highlighted.


PART III:
6. Some people consider that invoking the 5th amendment is the same as admitting guilt, some see it as a protection of an individual’s freedoms.  How can both of these possibly be true?
7. Lillian Hellman and many others were left with no good options in regards to this type of decision, however this letter did receive some praise and in her mind, was the only thing she could have done.  What are some things in this letter that may have won her some public support?
