
Station 3: View of the war & Compare/Contrast Sedition Acts.
#1
Eugene V. Debs Speech: Canton, Ohio June 16, 1918
…Wars throughout history have been waged for conquest and plunder. In the Middle Ages when the feudal lords who inhabited the castles whose towers may still be seen along the Rhine concluded to enlarge their domains, to increase their power, their prestige and their wealth they declared war upon one another. But they themselves did not go to war any more than the modern feudal lords, the barons of Wall Street go to war. [Applause.] The feudal barons of the Middle Ages, the economic predecessors of the capitalists of our day, declared all wars. And their miserable serfs fought all the battles. The poor, ignorant serfs had been taught to revere their masters; to believe that when their masters declared war upon one another, it was their patriotic duty to fall upon one another and to cut one another's throats for the profit and glory of the lords and barons who held them in contempt. And that is war in a nutshell. The master class has always declared the wars; the subject class has always fought the battles. The master class has had all to gain and nothing to lose, while the subject class has had nothing to gain and all to lose-
-especially their lives. [Applause.]

They have always taught and trained you to believe it to be your patriotic duty to go to war and to have yourselves slaughtered at their command. But in all the history of the world you, the people, have never had a voice in declaring war, and strange as it certainly appears, no war by any nation in any age has ever been declared by the people.

And here let me emphasize the fact--and it cannot be repeated too often--that the working class who fight all the battles, the working class who make the supreme sacrifices, the working class who freely shed their blood and furnish the corpses, have never yet had a voice in either declaring war or making peace. It is the ruling class that invariably does both. They alone declare war and they alone make peace. …

If war is right let it be declared by the people. You who have your lives to lose, you certainly above all others have the right to decide the momentous issue of war or peace. [Applause.] …
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#2
Newton D. Baker, "The Treatment of German-Americans" (1918)



The spirit of the country seems unusually good, but there is a growing frenzy of suspicion and hostility toward disloyalty. I am afraid we are going to have a good many instances of people roughly treated on very slight evidence of disloyalty.
Already a number of men and some women have been "tarred and feathered," and a portion of the press is urging with great vehemence more strenuous efforts at detection and punishment. This usually takes the form of advocating "drum-head courts-martial" and "being stood up against a wall and shot," which are perhaps none too bad for real traitors, but are very suggestive of summary discipline to arouse mob spirit, which unhappily does not take time to weigh evidence.

In Cleveland a few days ago a foreign-looking man got into a street car and, taking a seat, noticed pasted in the window next to him a Liberty Loan poster, which he immediately tore down, tore into small bits, and stamped under his feet. The people in the car surged around him with the demand that he be lynched, when a Secret Service man showed his badge and placed him under arrest, taking him in a car to the police station, where he was searched and found to have two Liberty Bonds in his pocket and to be a non-English Pole. When an interpreter was procured, it was discovered that the circular which he had destroyed had had on it a picture of the German Emperor, which had so infuriated the fellow that he destroyed the circular to show his vehement hatred of the common enemy. As he was unable to speak a single word of English, he would undoubtedly have been hanged but for the intervention and entirely accidental presence of the Secret Service agent.

I am afraid the grave danger in this sort of thing, apart from its injustice, is that the German Government will adopt retaliatory measures. While the Government of the United States is not only responsible for these things, but very zealously trying to prevent them, the German Government draws no fine distinctions.

Station 3
Alien & Sedition Acts 1798:
· Designed to stifle criticism of the Federalists
· The Federalists used the war fever as an opportunity to pass the Alien & Sedition Acts. The Acts were presented as a way to protect America from French enemies in this country; but were really an opportunity to try to control the Republican Party.
· Anyone who impeded the policies of government or falsely criticized its officials, including the president, would be liable to a heavy fine and imprisonment.
· Direct violation of the 1st Amendment to the Constitution and Freedom of the Press/Freedom of Speech.
· Federalist Supreme Court not interested in declaring it unconstitutional.
· Law expired in 1801 the day before Adams left office.
· The Anti-French hysteria helps the Federalists

Station 3
Sedition Act of 1918
· An act signed into law by President Woodrow Wilson – May 16, 1918.
· It forbade the use of “Disloyal, profane, scurrilous, or
abusive language” about the United States government, its flag, or its armed forces or that caused others to view the American government or its institutions with contempt.
· It made illegal any public expression of opposition to the war.
· The act also allowed the Postmaster General to refuse to deliver mail that met those same standards. It applied only to times “when the United States is in war.”
· Severely hurt free speech and limited civil liberties
· The Supreme Court upheld the constitutionality of the Sedition Act, Stating there are times when the need for public order is so pressing that the First Amendment protections of speech do not apply.
· Though the legislation enacted in 1918 is commonly called the Sedition Act, it was actually a set of amendments to the Espionage Act.
· Therefore many studies of the Espionage Act and the Sedition Act find it difficult to talk about the two “Acts” separately
· It was repealed on December 13, 1920
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