Heroes and Society

It has been said that a hero and his/her quest personify the dreams and desires of the society that spawned this hero.  In other words, what a society values most is epitomized in its heroes.  Use this handout to take notes about various ancient and modern heroes.  Come to a decision about what those heroes say about the societies they represent.

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]First, choose ten heroes from the list to research.  You must choose two heroes from each time period.  
2. Once chosen, research each hero’s
· Characteristics/Personality
· Famous Quests/Actions
· Nemesis
· Death
3. Remember to cite all your sources in MLA format!  
4. Once finished with your note-taking, answer the following questions for each time period:  
a) What values seem to be important to the society of each hero?  
b) How do you know?

List of Heroes:
Ancient Greece
	Achilles
	Perseus

	Hercules
	Odysseus

	Jason
	Atalanta

	Orion
	Theseus



1800s 
	Doc Holliday
	Wyatt Earp

	Jesse James
	Daniel Boone

	Billy the Kid
	Annie Oakley

	Sherlock Holmes
	The Scarlett Pimpernell



Ancient Europe
	Beowulf
	Robin Hood

	King Arthur
	Gawain

	Merlin
	Gilgamesh



1900’s
	Rogue
	Thor

	Batman
	Houdini

	The Shadow
	Superman

	Houdini
	Wolverine

	Jubilee (X-men)
	She-Ra

	G.I. Joe Lady Jane
	Atticus Finch



2000’s
	Lisbeth Salandar
	Katniss Everdeen

	Deadpool
	Harry Potter

	Rick Grimes
	Percy Jackson

	Hermione Granger
	The new Batman/Spiderman/Superman

	The Incredibles (choose one)
	Oh or Tip from “Home”
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