Your Memoir Grade

Your final memoir is due Monday, February 25 by 3:15 p.m. No excuses. Your persuasive essay will be written in class on Tuesday, February 26.  (See the checklist for requirements.)
I have never liked the idea of grading creative writing, but it must be done. So, you are going to help me. And help yourself. In a well organized and fully developed essay, tell me what grade you believe you deserve on your memoir and why. Your essay must be based on the criteria listed on the memoir rubric (next page), and should address each of the five areas: meaning (significance), development, organization, language use, and conventions.

Adhere to the following steps:

(1) Read your memoir and decide how well you have done in each of the six areas listed on the rubric. In each area, write the score you believe you deserve in the Earned Points block. Add those six numbers and place the total score in the “Score” box at the bottom right of the rubric.

(2) In a well written essay, persuade me that you deserve the score you have chosen. Pull out examples from your final draft to support your argument. You must type your essay (12-point Times double spaced — 600 word minimum). Your essay will be graded.
USE THIS FORMAT:

Introduction — In your introduction, you must tell me the total score you believe you deserve.

Paragraphs 2-7— Use these paragraphs to address each of the six content areas listed on the rubric. In each paragraph, tell me what score you deserve for each of the five content areas. For example, if you believe that you deserve a 3 in organization, tell me that you deserve a 3 in organization and proceed to explain why using specific examples from your memoir.

Conclusion — End on a strong note. Remember, this paragraph is your last chance to grab me. Make it good.

For Your Consideration:

• Be honest with yourself. I reserve the right to override unjustified choices.

• We’ve spent quite a bit of time writing these memoirs. My expectations are high.

• Sloppily written essays will have less powers of persuasion.

• Procrastination usually results in sloppily written essays.
FINAL CHECKLIST

· Persuasive essay meets requirements

Final Memoir draft (on paper)

· Typed in 12-point Times

· Has an appropriate title

· Name, period as header only

· Single-spaced paragraphs

· Double-spaced between paragraphs

· Title centered at top
· Check here if you do not wish to share your memoir with the class.
