
International Student Spotlight 
Meet Ezzi Hanene! 

 

Ezzi Mohamed Hanene, whose name means “love,” is 
from the Islamic Republic of Mauritania. Located in 
Northwest Africa, Mauritania is bordered by the Atlantic 
Ocean, Western Sahara, Algeria, Mali and Senegal. More 
than three quarters of its land is made up of the Sahara 
Desert. Ezzi was born and raised in Bassiknou, a 
southeastern town near the border with Mali. Bassiknou 
has a population of approximately 10,000 people, and 
has more greenery than many other cities in Mauritania. 
Buildings are constructed from natural resources from 
the ground, though some of the rural population still live 
in tents. Camels were the original mode of 
transportation, and they are sometimes still used today. 
Ezzi describes her town as a peaceful oasis in the desert.  

Ezzi comes from a large, close-knit family. She has two 
brothers and one sister, and a host of aunts, uncles, cousins, and extended family. Ezzi’s family is part of the Ould Dawod 
tribe, the first tribe to settle in the area.  Her family used to be the leaders of their tribe, so the name Hanene is well known 
in Mauritania. Hanene leaders were known for their honesty, loyalty, and fairness. They were very religious, and people 
loved them. Though they no longer lead the tribe, her family is still involved in the government. She has an uncle in both 
political parties.  

Ezzi describes herself as a simple woman. She loves her religion, Islam. She also loves tradition, honesty, and simplicity. 
She would love to be from a different century, one in which technology was not so evolved. Ezzi jokes that she has a 
complicated personality. Her definition of fun is different than most. For her, fun is spending time with GOD and being 
with family. Happiness with other things is temporary and fleeting, but true joy comes from obeying GOD and 
understanding the reason you are created. 

After graduating from high school in 2014, Ezzi worked at refugee camp for one year. She worked specifically with 
vulnerable children, taking care of them and advocating for them.  She also dispensed medicine for Doctors Without 
Borders. Next, Ezzi attended the University Of Nouakchott, where she majored in English. She has taught English to older 
adults, and enjoys helping them overcome the same issues she has faced as a language learner.   

Ezzi decided to study abroad because of her major. She wanted to be immersed in the culture of an English-speaking 
country, learning English from its native speakers. She randomly applied through World Learning, and was surprised to 
get accepted! Though she didn’t choose ETSU herself, she loves it here. The Multicultural Center is her favorite part—it 
feels like her home away from home.  

Ezzi’s future goals are simple. She doesn’t need to be rich, but would like to work and make a living. She dreams of 
bringing her family to Saudi Arabia for the Hajj, the annual Islamic pilgrimage to Mecca, the holiest city for Muslims. 
Finally, she hopes to help people. She hopes not only to maintain a peaceful life but also to bring peace to others.  

We are happy to have you here with us, Ezzi!  

 

 


